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T was the Opinion of the Great Lord Yerulam, That 
Books ( ſuch as in earneſt deſerve that Title ) need 
no other Patrons than Truth and Reaſon. Let the 
Abortives of the Preſs Court your favour ; This 
Treatiſe ſecurely Appeals to your ſevereſ# (provided 

it be but unprejudiced ) Judgment. 

It was Compoſed divers years ago, by the Dictates of a 
NOBLE PERSON, of whom, when I have faid, That 
he was an Eminent Miniſter of State, a known Proteſtant, 
and one of the moſt Studious Gentlemen of our Age, 
equally diligent and happy in Reading both Books and Men, 
I ſhall have expreſs'd bur part of His Character: The reſt 
of which, when you have peruſed this Elaborate Diſcourſe, 
you will better be enabled to ſupply by thoſe Idza's of 
Veneration, which it cannot but raiſe in minds that have 
any reſped to Truth, Piety, or Learning. 

As the_Dead can neither Cajo/e, nor be Flatter'd, fo 

ht they not to be Ervied ; you have here the free and 
well-poiz'd Thoughts of a late Peer if England on this 
Important matter, long betore His preſent Majeſty came to 
the Crown. . 

All that 1 can pretend to, is the Honour of being a 
little Inſtrumental ro hand That forth to publick Light, 
which | thought was too valuable to be doom'd to the Ob- 
ſcurity of a private Cloſet ; as being unwilling the [nqui- 
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fitive World ſhould be deprived of one of the moſt accu 
rate Preces that have been, or perhaps can be, Written on 
this Subjet. 

If any thing therein occur leſs ſuitable to preſent times, 
you are deſired to remember how long ago it was Com- 
piled ; And withal to Pardon any Errors of the Preſs that 
may have. eſcaped Correfiow. Which is all I thought 
neceſſary you ſhould be Advertis'd of, by | 


 Mack-Froes, , 
Di 26 Your Humble Servant, 
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CHAP. L 
The Meaning of the Tithe. 


I. O explain the meaning of the Title of this Work : | ., fend. 2: 
It may be inquired firſt, what is meant by the word ;;, ,* 7. ﬆ& 
Right ? ma fa Idem 

The C:vilians ſay that Right is the ſame with Juſt; 90d juſtum 

that which is conſtituted by right Law, and by juſt and lawful age) ne Yee 
means, that is Right. Siokemas #1 
Juſt inian called'the Law Right, Reums ſo the French ſay Droitt. "1,014. bs fdes 
That which the Civil Lawyers term, what is according to the- commu-hered. 
Preſcripts and Rules of the Civil Law. Secundum ju- 
The ſame ſignification it bears in our Law, and our anticnt Au- 7* —_— 

thors call it F#s, as Right of Poſſeſſion and Right of Property. Jeri " _ 
And if a Tenant in Fee make a Leaſe tor Years, and afterwards Bradton,1 a 
releaſe all his K:ght, his whole Eſtate is thereby paſt away, and met 
_ he had by Law, he hath given away by this Releaſe of his c.28. /.2.fe/. 
R i 


hk 34+ Jus poſe 
That which we call a Man's Right, is that which is d#e, which —_ m_ 
by Law and Juſtice he ought to have. Cook on Lit- 
R 2, Next zleron, f. 345- 


et 


damnatus. 


ped, 


ET en  . emc—_—_ 
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2. Next, We may conſider the King's Rizht, which is, what 
the Law and Juſtice gives to the King, that which is due to him. 

The Right of the King of Expand is no new upſtart Right, but 
of great Antiquity, injoyed by his Predeceſſors from the begin- 
ning of Government amongſt us. It is no Uſurped Right, but 
deſcended to him from his Royal Anceſtors, by Sccefſion and In- 
huritance, 

It is 10 diſpurable Right, but” certain and clear, defined by the 
known Laws of this _— and general Conſent of his Peo- 
ple, who have ſubmitted thereonto- 

It is no Subordmate Right, our King acknowledgeth no Superior, 
his Empire is . 4 under God, andas Soveraiga by Law, 
as »ny Prince's in Chriſtendom. 

3. Of the King's Grant, may be our next Argument, wherein 
I intend not to argue the ſtveral forts of the King's Grants under 
the Great Seal, the Privy Seal, or his Segn Manuel, and the force 
of ſuch Grants. | 

This is not ovr preſent buſineſs, but the meaning of the King's 
Grant, as we intend it, is, where he gives or beſtows his Favour 
and IndvIlgence to any of his SubjeAs, by ſuch ways and lega]l Con- 
veyance or Grant thereof, as is Valid and Effe nal, to thoſe to 
whom it is made, he it under the Great Seal or otherwiſe ; this 
is meant by the King's Grant. 

And it is the Honourable Intention of the King, that ll his 
Gran:s ſhould be efetxal and valid, as the Grants of « King ought 
to be, elſe his Officers do not their duty. 

4. We may now inquire the meaning of / . 

The word [ndulgentsa, was properly uſed for the leaving of Vi- 


| Qtuals for one, who is condemned to the Mines. 


It comprehends generally a Permiſſion, a Condeſcention, a Ccer- 
tain Lenity or mildneſs 3 So it uſed in the Civil Laws, and the Ca- 
noniits take it for 4 Pardon. 
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ſuch as concern the Worſhip of God, in DoAtrine and Diſcipline. 

It is no looſe Conſideration, by what Care aud Coſt Kingdoms Seneca Epiſ, 
and States ſhou!d be preſerved, being they derive and upkold all 27- 
happineſs to Men. The only infallible ground of their preſer- 
vation is i7=e Rel:gion, the worſhip of God in Spirit and in Truth. 

And though i manners are by accident, the cauſe, or rather O0c- Ex maly me- 
caſion of good Laws, which are better in execution and beſt in obedi- ribus bone le- 
ence, yet good manners Cauſe obedience, and Religion begets good g*- 
mAnneys. 

Spiritual matters are matters of Religion, but Religion can- 
wo without Publick Exerciſe and ation, and the requiſits 
thereof, | 

If the Expreſſion Spiritxal, be interpreted by the contradiſtin@t P. Nye of che 
member Temporal, it ſeems to direct us to underſtand ſuch mag- X7gs Supre- 
ters as concern Eternity, for that is the true oppoſite to what 4: 
is Temporal. The things that are ſeen are Temporal ;, and the things 2.Cox. 4. 18. 
that are not ſeen, are Eternal. This we mean by Afutters Spi- 
ritgal, 

6. But it may be now not improper to expreſs in the negative, 

_ I do not mean by this Indulgence, and then what 1 do mean 

it. 

"By Indulgence 1 do not mean that a toleration ſhould be granted 
by the King of any known Blaſphemy or Sin. Neither do I mean 
ſuch Indulgences whereof Lather complains, that tor Money In- 
dulgence was granted for Sin, and redemption out of Purgatory ; 
ſurely none can pardon Sin but God z2lone, and Money got by 
ſuch means periſheth with the getter, 

7.Bot in the affirmative, by Indulgence in Spiritual matters, is 
meant a permiſſion of Liberty of mens Conſciences, in matters not 
ſinful of themſelves, and whereby there is no diſturbance of the Pu- 
blick Peace. 

That whcre Men out of tenderneſs of Conſcience cannot ſub- 
mit to ſome particulars injoyned by Authority, in matters touch- 
ing God's Worſhip, fearing or doubting, leaſt if they ſhotld do ir, 

they ſhould off-nd God, and hazard the ſalyation of their precious 
Sovls; 5nd upon theſe grounds do not conformzyet live peaceably. 

For an Indalgence and Permiſſion to theſe Perſons to ſerve God 
as they think moſt for the good of their own Souls, eſpecially 
when they 2gree in Fundamentals with the reſt of their Brethren. 
That theſe may not be puniſhed in their Eſtates or Liberties, much 
leſs in their Lives, for Nonconformity. This is that Indulgence 
which is meant in matters Spiritual. 
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That from Grounds of Policy , Indulgence in Spiritual Maj» | ÞY 
ters is fit to be granted. _ 


1-T T will be needleſs to diſcourſe of the King's Right to grant | th 
_—_ 4 Spiritual matters, unleſs it be fir and expedi- th 

ent that ſuch Indulgence be granted. | 
If it be not fit to be granted, the King will not grant it, his +— co 
wiſdom and affeRtion to his People, will diſſwade him from it, "In 
therefore before we psoceed any further in this Argument, it will *' 
not be impertinent to enquire, Whether ſuch Indulgence be fit to 'T 

be granted or not. ' 
And it ſeems to me wvety clear, that it is fir to be granted; and *M 
that firſt from grounds of Polity. w 
The chief grounds of Polity is the preſeryation of the Publick, - to 
Peace, to.which nothing more conduceth, than the grarting ſuch © xo 
ladulgence. Other grounds of Polity therein, are the incourage® © ar 
ment of Trade, the increaſe of People, their dependence upon the iy) 
Prince, and the quieting of mens troubled minds. - T6 
Upon all which grounds is inferrd,and that in Polity, the grant= * p! 
ing of ſuch Indulgence ; and we ſhall take the liberty to treat fome- © a1 


what of them in order. j 

1. It ſeems fit, for the better | pnrabqm—— of the Pwublick, Peace, | yi 
that ſuch Indulgence be granted. Tacitws notes, That it i ſafer to bi 
let paſs things grown up and ſtrong in diſcrepancy, than to provoke them tl 
ro future difcerds. \ cl 


When things are old and rooted, they labour in vain, who *' © 
would remove them by violence, the ſhaking of them makes them 
but the firmer. To unite Men in Religion by force, is to caule 
the Sword to bedrawn, which is not ſo eaſily ſh:athed again. 

Princes well adviſed, have never put ſome of their Subjects to 
death, to make others believe, that they have not waſted their + 
Provinces by Warybut to inſtru the Conſciences of their Subjedtts 
by the Sword; knowing that Religion is an aft of Union, Concord, 
and Inſtrutien z War nothing elſe but Miſery and Deſtru- 
Aion. And they who have moved Heaven and Earth, that is, have 
made uſe of every Engine to force the Gonſciences of their Sub- 
jets, into the ſame —_— have been conſtrained at laſt to de- 
ſiſt, rejeing the Counſels of bad Phyſicians, who have nothing 
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| but Stibinm and letting of blood, for all ſorts of Diſeaſes. Where 
| Liberty of Conſeience cannot be enjoyed, the Canker of Civil Dif. 
| cord frets and eats till it can break forth into op» S:dition, But 
by granting an Indulgence, both their Minds and Perſons become 
* praceable. Wee 
2. That this is ſo, appears from the Ex-mples of ſome of our 
Neighbours, who had many troubles and much diſturbances of 
; their Peace, before —_— was granted to D:ſſenters among 
them, and much Peace and Security after it. 
This was the caſe of the N:therlanders, whom their Governours 
- could not retain in Peaceful Obedience, till they had granred this 
' Indulgence, which with them is very large, yet is eſteemed a chief 
* cauſe of their Peace and Civil Unity ; nor do any flouriſh more in 
| Trade and all Security, 
! That wiſe and gallant Prince, #. IV. of France, ſaw ſo great 
- Miſchicfs in his State, and ſuch a floud of Civil Diſſention, for 
want of this Indulgence, that he thought fit to grant it, and 
- told his Parliament, That Neceſſity and Utility moved him 
to do.it by the Advice of all his Council, who found it good 
+ and neceſſary for the State of his Affairs, and the good of his Ser- 
{ vice, to confirm the Indulgence, and to diſlipate thoſe unhappi- 
 neſſes that Diſcord had produced, and it would be found equally 
| —— peaceful and happy, for every Prince to follow this Ex- 
- ample. 
4 That by ſuch 1ndalgenee the Peace will be the better preſer- 
yed, appears further by Examples of elder times, Chriſtians have 
been ſo ſtrangely hatred and perſecuted in the Birth of the Church, 
that ſome gave them no other Names but of [mpoſtors ; others ac- 
cuſed them of the injury of the Air, of the ſterility of the Serſors, 
of the overflowing of Rivers, and of Earth-quakes. 

But the Emperour Arian would not that they ſhould be curi- 
* oully fearchcd into, as to the matter of Religion ; and Antoninus. 
' his Succeſſor, commanded that he that accuſed them ſhould be 
burnt alwe. 

After the whole Empire had found the publique Proſecutions of 
Diccleſian and Maximimins to be vain and fruitleſs, and that for 
one Chriſtian they cauſed to be Burnt, an hun4red ſprang up out of 
' their Aſhes ; their Succeſſors found ir true, That Kings-have not the 
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be forced, that Truth could not be joyned with Violence, nor Ju- 


freedom 
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ſame command over Hearts as over Bodies, That Religion could not C#7tiw L. 7. 
nemo Rex fe- 


ans 


ſtice with Cruelty ;, and that there is nothing ſo free as Religion, ;gperare Pc- 
nothing to voluntary ; that the Permiſſion 2nd Indulgence of that vet, 


OO EE rants einen et —— > 


oo NS A et ttt 


—  OOC—— , 
——_— ——_ —  —__ -<_—— — 
- D— — 


freedom tends moſt to the preſervation of Publique Peace, a main | 
ground of all Polity. 
P.igans have Pagan Princes have found it fo, by Indulging the Chriſtians. 
Indalged And it was Objetted againſt Deciws, that his want of Moderation mit 
Chriſtians, towards the Chriſtians, robbed him of the Title of a Great and 


Righteous Prince. ncr 
Chriſtians Chriſtian Princes alſo have Indulged Pagans, and would not zent 
have Iuduiged have Paganiſm among them to be Puniſhed. edi 
Pager. The Emperours Honorims and Theedoſius though burning with 4 I 


the Z:al of advancing their Religion, yet would not that the Hea- He « 
thens ſhould be forced to be Chriſtians ; and required of all Judges Ret 
and Preſidents of Provinces, not to trouble them, ſo long as they 4 ? 
did live without Diſturbance or Sedition. Ic were hard for Chri- an- 
ſtians to deny the like fayour and Indulgence to one another. 
Ferrhavebeen The Jews, although irreconcilable Enemies to the Echnicks, 
Indulged by and to the multitude of their Gods, yet have they dwelt with the 
m_ greateſt ſecurity among the Grecians, Parthians, Medes, Elamites 
and M:ſopotamians ; none eyer chaced them out of the Roman Em- + 
pire, they have had there in all times their Synagogues, eſpecially 
under —_ and — ——_ =p < a NE 
.,. They have lived peaceably and been Indu in England, 
| ay yu France, Spain, and or Countries, and whereloever the 1 were 
driven out of any Kingdom, it was not for rhc;r Religion, but for 
their Vſarzes and great Craelties; and it would be hard to ſee theſe 
in quiet who deny Chriſt, and Proteſtants hurried to Priſon for 
diſliking Surplices or ſome little things. 

Doubtleſs, A violent way of force will never be found a way to 
preſerve Peace, wherea mild way of Indulgence js open, and ha- 
Ving been taken, it appzars by Examples bot\ of elder and /atter 
timers, that it hath been found by Princes, the beſt way to preſerve 
their Tranquility. 

4- Upon the grounds of Polity, from the conſideration of the 
the preſent ſtare of our Aﬀairs in England, it ſeems fit that this 
Indulgence be granted, and that thereby our Peace will the better 
be preſerved. 

The Baltique and other deep Seas being once moved by Tem- 
peſts, do ſwell and rowl high for many hours after, and a ſmall 
new Storm raiſes cheny yet much higher. 

After hideous Storms of Civil Diicord in Freland, the Aﬀairs 
thereof through the miraculous goodneſs of God in his Maje- 
ſtizs Reſtoration, are come iato acalm ſtate, yet the more apt to 
rage, becauſe fo /zrrly moved, and thereſore ſurely all Tempe- 

ſtuous 
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| courſes are to be avoided, and Provocations laid : ſide. 
| + There arc three ways of ſtopping Commotion from raging a- 
gain, by Force, by Extirpation, or by Indulgence, 

If Force be uſed to keep Diſſenrers quiet, and to compel Confor- 
| ity this Force cannot be maintained without a vaſt Charge ;, this 
| {Charge will increaſe D:ſcontent in them and others ; that muſt cauſe 

#ncreaſe of Force ; that again, mmereaſe of Charge ; and that,of Diſcon- 
> gent 5-5 fo it will run round in a courſe of unhappineſs and anſct- 
edneſs. 
| + Ir were Impiety in a Prince to be angry with his own Countrey, 
e ought cather to imitate good Phyſitians, who having uſed ſharp 
| Remedies without profit, do apply ſweet ones. 
7 + Thoſe who are for an Extirpation of the Nencorformifts, would 
- 4n-people their Native Conntrey, difarm their Prinee of ſo may 
$hou/wrds of Strong and Valiant SubjeRts, abate their own Reve- 
ve, and the publique Wealth and Trade, to enrich Foreign 
; ntcies- Some mercileſs Fancies would force a Conformity on 
© Pain of Death, a ſure way of Extirpation- 
; Such Tyrannous men are like their Predeceſſor, infamous in Hi- 
7 MNory, who would have all conform to his Sexrare ; thoſe who were 
nor fo ral as he; to be racked out to his length; thoſe who were 
» Taller then he, ro be cat fort t5 the length of his Bed. | 
2 | Certainly there is as much difference in Fadgments as in Statures, 
a$ little reaſon to except againit the one as the other, or to 
poſe Conformity in Opinion, as in Complexion. 
> Buttheſe (whoare no kinto Moſes) fancy Impoſſibilities when 
they fancy an Extirpation ; by theſe means did the Mzffacre in 
rence Extirpate thoſe of the Kel:gion ? It did indeed thoſe who 
ere Murthered, but it made the D:fſent to grow. | 
They are like Camomile, the more they are bruiſed and trod 
wr the more they frarriſh, as the ſtories of the Church do ma- 
E . 
In the laſt and beft place it will be found thit the granting of In- 
ulgence is the ſureſt and moſt probable way of preſerving the 
ablique Peace. 
But hereof there will be occaſion to Treat mort at large in a 
ollowing S-Ction. 
5 Another ground of Polity for the allowing of this Indulgence, 
Is for the Advancement of the TRADE of the Kinzdom. 
The Difſenters are generally Sober Induſtyions Trading men, not 
Debauched Drones, Born only to eonſume Corn and Wine ; but ſuch 
as can do more Service for their Prince than meerly to PR = 
ca;rh, 


- 
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Health. Every Trader, Merchant, or Artificer, bringeth Wealth 
to the Publique, 2nd adds to the Kings Revenue 3 they are cophides 
rable Mcmbers of a State, and add mvch to common Kiches, ang 
Safery, Merchants are honourable, and Artificers had the title of? 
Fathers, and both deſerve encouragement. | | 
But without thi Indulgence, there will need no Law to baniſh. 
multitudes of theſe men, they will 6an:ſh themſelves, if they can-' 
not enjoy their deareſt intereſt, the Lrberty of zbesr Comſerence, ; 
If this be denyed them in their native Country, they will ſeek: 
it ia the remoteſt Regions, rather than not enjoy it- And they will 
be welcome whereſoever they go. Even Pagans will allow them 
this liberty, if their fellow Proteſtants will not. | 
Bur I ſuppoſe and hope that uo ſober Engliſh man will think of 
any ſech way as extirpation, by baniſhment or death of thoſe who' 
difter in Opinion from them. If theſe Diſlenters be encouraged; 
by Indulgence, it will highly tend to the advarcement of the. 
1rade of the Kingdom. If they be forced out of it, the Nobility 
and Gentry will find it in the decay of their Rents ; the King will 
find it in the emptineſs of his Coffers z and the People, as well as 
their Prince, will be ſenſible of the miſchief upon any conteſt with. 
Forreigners. bo, | 
6: Another ground of Polity for the granting of this Indul- 
pence is, That thereby the People of the Kingdom will be nereſe 
they will be kept from going out of it, and live comfortably, and 
increaſe within it- But by denyal of this Indulgence, the great. 
numbers of People and their Children, and Childrens Children, 
which will leave the Kingdom, and be born, and inhabit other. 
Countries, will diſpeople and weaken England. The ſtrength ? * 
and wealth of a Prince and People conſiſts jn rheir multitude ; hap» 
Ty is that Prince who hath his Quiver full of People, He ſhaft not | 
c aſhamed when he ſpeaks with bis Enemy ;, but the loſs of every ſin- 
gle Induſtrious Man, is a loſs both ro King and Kingdom. It was 
Gen, 17.5. the blcfling to Abraham, that his Seed ſhould be as the Srars of / 
Heaven for multitude, and therefore God would have his Name. 
called Abraham, for a Father of many Nations have'l made thee, © 
And the Word Abraham, ſignifies a h1gh Father of a multitude. E- l 
P-ter exce'ſus Very Prince is 4 Fathey of his Country, and the more Subjects he 
mu'rizudms. hach, the more Children he hath, and the more happy and ſtrong 
he is, and the loſs of any one, is the loſs of « Cheld to him. It * 
was the anſwer of Queen Elizabeth to herParliaments advice for 
her to marry, that ſhe might have Children to ſucceed her, That 
every Engliſh man was ber Child, Now the granting of this Indul- 
gence 


_— OO OO I 2 


——— 


a SS 


— 1 


JI. £2. GE boa +: an 


(9) 


gence will kcep the Children at home with their politique Father, 
whoſe Riches, and Honour, and Strength, will be increaſed by 
their increaſe. But by driving them away, the Prince will loſe 
his Children, impare his Revenue, and weaken his Kingdom, in- 
couragea Forreign Inyaſion, and Domeſtick troubles. 

7. Another ground of Polity for this Indulgence, is becauſe 
thereby the Perſons to whom it is granted, will be brought to an 
intire dependence on their Prince who grants it. No intereſt in the 
world is ſodear to theſe D:ſſenteys as the liberty of their Conſc:- 
ence ;, and where they have th, the intereſt of it obligeth them 
to be faithful to that Power which gives it, elſe they are not faith- 
ful to their own intereſt. Nothing binds more firmly than z- 
tereſt, and no-intereſt is more ſtrong to bind, more beloved, or 
more deſired than this Freedom, and therefore bindeth thoſe to 
faichfulneſs where they have it. SubjeCtion is due in regard of 
Protection, and where theſe Men have the liberty of their Conſci- 
ences from a Prince, the intereſt of preſerving that Liberty oblig- 
eth them to bg faithful to, and to preferye hu Power, by which 
this great intereſt of theirs is preſerved. If the Prince fall who 
grants this — the Liberty falls with bim, they that will 
maintainthe Gifr, know that they muſt ſupport the Giver alſo. 
It is /afe for a Prince by ſuch ways, to oblige his Sabjects, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as theſe, who arc for the moſt part of conftant, ſtowr, 


" and induſtriow Spirits, to a dependance on him, whoſe ſervice 


will be the more available to him. And it is their Tener that this 
Indulgence cannot be enjoyed with ſo much certainty and ſtability 


- under any other, as under their native Legal Government, Reli- 


gion hath its name from bindznz, and there can be no firmer bond 
of Snbje(ts to their Soveraign, than when they enjoy the freedom 
of their Rel;g/on from their Princes favour 3 and the continuance 
of this higheſt comfort and intereſt, depends vpon the ſafety and 

good of him that grants it, 
8. The laſt ground of Polity which I ſhall now mention for the 
aq of this Indulgence, is, becauſe thereby Mens minds will 
e ſatufied. Whilſt Diſſenters are in doubts and fears leaſt they 
may be puniſhed and perſecuted for their Difſent, whilſt they ſec 
and fcel Laws rigorouſly executed upon them, or others in the 
ſame condition, this perplexeth their thoughts, difturbs them in 
their buſineſs, cauſeth them to tranſport their Stocks or part of 
them into other Countries, and ſometimes theix Perſens and Trades 
with them, which hath been no ſmall detriment to Englznd here- 
tofore, and may it be ſono more. _— Auch Indalrener _ 

| mi 


Matt, 2.12, 
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minds will be quieted, they will chearfully 2nd undiſturbed follow 


' their Vocations » whereby Trade will be promoted , and the 


Wealth, Strength, and Peace of the King and his Kingdom ill 
be advanced. 


—_— 
DC— 
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CHAP. III. 


That from Grounds of PIETY wt us fit to grant Indulgence in Spiri-.. 


tual Matiicrs, 


1. FT Shall conſider the ground of Picty, To de as we would be done 
[| unto, which is part of our S$4vi2ur*s Sermon, Whatſoever ye 
weuld that men do to you, do ye even ſo to them; and he is 
pleaſed to give a Reaſon of it, For this is the Law and the Prophets, 
If a Dsſſenter might expoſtulate with one in Authority, and ſay to 
him, What if mens Opinions ſhould alter ? or if I gere in Autho- 
rity, and you in Obedience, would you think I did w-4 to impoſe 
things upan you againſt your Conſcience, and to compell you to 
do them , or elſe to ruine youy and your Wife and Children? 
The man in Power doubtleſs would anſwer, When it was his own 
caſe to ſuffer, It is againſt the Rules of Piety ſo to impoſe upon me, 
and to force me to do againſt my Conſevence : and may not a preſent 
Sufferer ſay the ſame to an Impoking Power ? He might fay, or 
enaCt that another ſhall be ruined becauſe he differs fromthelmpoſer 
1n Conntenance, With as much Reaſon and Piety, as becauſe he dif- 
fers in Opinion. He will one dzy find the truth of that Scripture, 
With the ſame meaſure that ye mect withall, it ſhall meaſured to you 
aganm. 

2. Another ground of Piety, for this Indulgence, is from that 
Rule of the Apoſtle, Be ye kind one to another, tender hearted. And 
ſurely theſe are too far from it, who have no kindneſs or regard to 
tender Conſciences. The ſame Apoſtle demandeth, Why 5s my 
liberty judged of anothers Conſcienes ? implying, that it ought not to 
be ſo, none can judge of anothers Conſcience but God. To be ten- 
der hearted to a Brother, is the way to gain tender mercies from 
our Heavenly Father ; and to be kind toothers, will gain kindneſs 
to our ſelves in the concluſion. But for anothers Conſcience to 
judge of my Liberty z to impoſe upon others Conſciences who dif- 
fer from us, and vigorouſly to require them to obey Afar rather 
tnan Goa, ( as they eſteem it ) To order their Conformity to ſuch 


things 
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things as they ſcruple in their Conſciences ( and it & Sin to do 
what We denbr is unlawful) To exatt theſe things from their 
Brethren, on pain to be ruined, to loſe their Eſta es, Liberties, 
and Lives too, if they do not Conform; this will hardly be 
judged at the Great Day, to have been kind to ove anether, or to 
have been tender-hearted, But to bear with the Infirmities of 
others, to indulge them in ſuch things as are not ſinful in them- 
ſelves, not to force their Conſfciences ; this is agreeable to the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, and is a ground of Piety for granting this 
Indulgence. 

3. Another groundof Piety for the ſame, is, That we are to 


leave it toGed toperform his own Works, We ought to leave 


the triumph and conquelt of Souls to the eternal Wiſdom, who 
re- makes and faſhions Hearrs as he pleaſeth, and gives the Signal 
to ſo many ſtraying Souls to cauſe them to enter into Salvation, 
ic being impoſlible for Aden to impoſe any neceſſity upon thin 
which God hath left free, as mens Conferences are, which ovght 
to be «« free in a State as their Thoughts, And thoſe who impoſe 


. upon them, and would belp God by that way to fave Souls, pre- 
- fume too much upoa their own judgments, and have too little ve- 


neration of God's omnipotence. What he hath commanded, his 
Vicegerents are to {ee done, but nocommand of fuch impoſing is to 
be _ ; rather to be believed that God hath reſerved the direQ- 
ing of thoſe things to himſelf as his own Work. It was wiſe 
Counſel of the DoQtor of the Law, Gamaiiel, to the Publick AC- 
ſembly, Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone ;, for if this 
Counſel, or this Work, be of Men, it will come to naught ;, but if it 
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left happily ye be found even to 
fight againſt God, It were well if ſome in onr Age h2d taken this 
Counſel, and left the Works of God to he done by God, whois 
more wiſe and able to perform them, than his poor, ſinful, weak 
Creatures are. If that whichis called by ſome a S:#:/zz, be form- 
ed in a State, or that. which others call Evil, be grown old, it 


Hiftory #f 
France, H. 4. 
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wall be difficult to ſhake that which is deeply rooted, eſpecially 


by the weak hand of feeble Aer, but God will ſurely root it up, 
if it be Evil, 
4: Another ground of Piety for this Indulgence is, becauſe the 


ſubjeCt matter is alrogether Spir:eu4l, lr is excellently ſaid by Bi- 
ſhop Taylor on this ſubjet : Thar to helieve ſo, or not ſo, when 


Biſhop Tay- 
lor's Liberty 


there is no more but meer believing, is not inthe Magiſtrates power of Prophec- 
to enjoys, therefore not to puſh. And it is not only lawful to "5" 


Tollerate diſagreeing Perſwaſtons, but = authority of God wy 
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ly is competent to take notice of it, and fit to judge, becauſe In- 
fallivle to determine It. And therefore (faith the Biſhop) No 
Humane Authority i ſufficient to do thoſe things which can juitify the 
»flitting Temporal Puniſnments upon ſuch as do not conform in their 
Per ſwa/i9ns, to a Rule or Authority which is not only fable, but 
{uppoled by the diſagreeing Perſons to be a(tually deceived, And 
none can judge between them in this Spiricual matter, but God 
alone. If men ſhall do deſpite to the Spirzr of Grace, God will 
Puniſh them with much more Severity than this World can ex- 
ecute, as the Apoſtle Notes, For we know b.m that hato ſaid, Ven- 
geauce belongeth uto me, 1 will Recompence, faith the Lord: And 
arain, T he Lord ſhall judge bus People, Jr is a f pars thing to fall 1120 
the hands of the living God, By this and ſundry other Texts, it 
ſcems to me not obſcure, that God reſerves to himſclf the Puniſh- 
ment of matters meerly Spiritual, and which are not Sin in them- 
ſclves, or but doubtful ; in thoſe caſes he would not have the Civil 
Magiitrate to determine and puniſh. But if he do impoſe upon 
. Gods Servants, and Perſecute them as Evil doers, when perhaps 
they are no! ſo (which in theſe Spiritual matters no man can judge) 
This will be to tread under foot the Son of God ; and if the Non- 
conformiſts ſhall do ſo, or the Impeſers ſhall do ſo, Vengeance i 
Gods ;, a temporal Magiſtrate cannot inflict a Puniſhment accord- 
ing to the demerit. 

5- A fifth ground of 7:ety for this Indulgence is from the pr- 
itice of the Church in the beſt times. The Church hath always de- 
reſted Herches, and yet the Puniſhments which ſhe hath uſed, have 
been more Shameful then Creel, more Medicinal than Aortal, lov- 
ing rather to ſee their Faces Bluf with Shame,*then their Veins © 

Matb.ÞW:fim. emptied of B/ood, When Germans and Lupus came into Britain = 

* Po 192. to confute the Pelagian Hereſy, they uſed no vielent means to do its ' 
Copiam di/pu. but allowed freedom of diſpute to the Heretieks, and permitted their 
+4; prep; Gagling Loquacity. The Weapons which they uſed againſt them 

1 nd:q; a1ver- were TOrrcuts of Elequence, with Showers of Apoltolick and Evan *' 
on - _ gelical Truths, Aodeſt Aſſertions, and efpecially Divine T eſtimo- 

ſhe - *.._ nies, which ſooner and better Convinced the Oppoſites, then Tor- 

tum ev-mere ures could haye done. The Emperour Theedoſius ordained great 

prrn-/ernue, Paniſkhments, bur he Executed none, He would reſtore his Sub- 

jects to the Concord of Religion agd of Divine things, more by 

ſweetneſs then by force, more by favour and by love, than by eruclty 

2nd paniſoment, which were trut grounds of Piety for kis Indal- 

g.22ce, and a Pattern worthy Imitation. The four firft Cowrcilts 

cid not uſe other Arms againſt Difſemters than the Werd of Ged. 


That 
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That of ce of 300 Biſhops 2gainſt Arrim. That of Cnfani- 
wople of 156 againſt Iacedorous. That of Epheſus of 200 againſt 
Nef#torius, and 630 againſt Extiches, Theſe Reverend Fathers held, 
that Hereſy is an Obſtinacy of Sexl, which is not ſubjeted to the 
Torments of Boaily Death. That Puniſhments do rather diſcover 
and give breath to the Sc, than ſmother and ſtrangle it. And 
that Puniſhments are of no uſe, except it be to break the Bones of 
Afﬀetion ; for meeting with Souls ſo reſolved and conſtant, it 
draws away more in «7 h:ur, then thcir Lives could-have done in 
ten years, If the Church in thoſe times of her Pu zry were thus ten- 
dcr and indulgent to thoſe they eſteemed Otinare Hereticks, why 
may not the preſent Diſſenters, moſt of them being in Ceremonies 
and matters no: Fundamental, be in hopes of ſich zn Indulgence as 
may free them from the Rigour of ſome Laws, and preſerve the 
Liberty of their Conſciences, which upon grounds; of Pzety is fir 
to be granted, eſpecially to thoſe that live peaceably. 

6. From the ground of Pzety, to avoid the effuſion of Chriſt ;an- 
bleed, this Indulgence is fit to be granted. War (ſaith the Hiſto- 
ry of H.1V.) is not dead in an Eſtate, where Conſciences are di- 
vided, but only Slepeth;, there is nothing that doth more ſlide 
and ſpeedily penetrate into the Perſwaſions of men to ſtand one 
againſt another, than this Religion ;, every one thinks his own way 
beſt, and judgeth ſo, more by Zeal and Perſwaſion, than by Know- 
ledge and Reaſon. From hence it hath too often fallen out, that 
there hath been much Effuſion of Chr1t;an-blood, when there hath 
been attempts to force men contrary to their Perſwaſions 3 and 
nothing doth more allay 2nd ſtop this Sanguinary Iſſue, than an 
Indulgence to theſe men ; and is is a great ground of Picry to p,p,-1 . . 
avoid ſuch Effuſion of the Blood of our Fellow Chriſtians. A Prince 1. Su-ron wu. 
muſt not be of the mind of Calzzula, who wiſhed that all the Peo= TU: no i#u 
ple of Rom had but eve Neck, that with one fircke he might cut 2mes rnterfi- 
them all of. Nor of Vitel/«, who witen divers, by reaſon of. the - "2. mg Poſe 
ſtench of dead Bodies, went out of the way, the Empercur went * * 
ſtreight forward through the heaps of the dead Carkaſes, ſaying, Suctonius. 


| That the dead Body of an Encmy did ſmell excellently weil, but eſpecially 


that of a Citizen, Nor that of Hannibal, who when he ſawa Ditch 4 ume olere 
full of »:ens Blood, is reported to ſay, That it was 4 moſt Beautiful —_ ut; "ut 
ſight. Such pleaſure did theſe Beaſts take in Wickedneſs and the? 
Efuſion of Humane Blood ; but a good Prince 2nd Chriſtian, dc» 
teſts ſich Cruelty, nd labours to avoid ſuch Rigors, cſpecially up- 
on his Snbjetts, whoſe Bleod is better kept in their Bocies, for the 
Nefence and Service of their Priace and Countrey. BPloodinels is 

P 
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Prov. 29. 1c. an oppoſite to R::'t as the wiſe mon Notes, That the Blood-ttirſly 
Piil. 5.5. hares the proger, and we are aſſored that the Lord will abyor the 
Rev. 19.2. Floody man, and ayengethe Blood of /:5 Servants. Nothing moxe 
Defiles a Nation, nor brings hezvicr Puniſhments-on them, than 
Biſhop H.7: the ſhedding of Irnocere #1:od. Nothing ( ſaith the Ingenuous 
contemplation Biſhop H-{) hath « louder Foice then Blood ;, the Cry of it is heard 
6n Abel and frgm Earth to Heaven, every drop of :nnocent Blood hag « Ton,ue, 
Cain. and is not only Yecai, but Importunate. How carefiil then ought 
* Princes and Magiſtrates to he, to avoid the Effaſion of Blood,which 
will ſo much polare the Land, if it be Innocent, and Cry fo loud 
22ainſt them. If they would prevent this Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, cither by the Sword of War or of Peace, it muſt be by In- 
dulgerce, the moſt likely way todo it, and a ground of much Pie- 

ty for it. 
Dr.3.remT9- "3 Another ground of Piety for this Indulgence, is from the 
lor, his liberty d:fficu/ry to ſearch our the trurch. The Reverend Biſhop T ayer gives 
of Pcophec)- this Reaſon for it, It « impoſſible ({.ith he) for any Induſtry tos con- 
ing. 521- ſider ſo many particulvs in the infinite numbers of Queſtions as are ne« 
cefſary to be conſidered before we can with certainty determine any. 
And after all the conſiderations we can have in a whole Age, we 
are nor ſure not tobe deceived, The obſcurity of ſome QueRions, the 
nicety of ſexe Arricles, the intricacy of ſ-me Revelations, the varie- 
ty of Humane V.14r ftanging, the windings of Logick, the tricks 
of Adver ſaries, the i: i!ty of Sophiſters, the engagement of Edu- 
cation, Perſonal Aﬀettio115. the portentous number of Writers, the 
infinity of Awthorwies, the vaſtneſs of ſome Arguments, as conſiſting 
- in enumeration of many particulars, the incertainry of others, the 
ſeveral degrees of Probab1lity, the difficulty of ſome Texts, the in- 
validity of probation of 7ra4:tion, the oppoſition of Exteriour 
Arguments to each other, and their open conteſtation, the pub- 
lique violence done to Authors and Record;s, the private Arts and 
Supplantings, the folſifyings, the indefatigable induſtry of ſome 
men to abuſe :Il Vnderſt+r4:1g5 5nd all Perſwaſions, into their own 
Opinions. Theſe and thontands more, eyen all the difficulty of 
things, and weakneiles of man, and all the arts of the Devil, have 
made it I conceive, next to impoſſible for any man, in to 
great vari-ty of matter, not to be deceived. If then it be ſoeaſy 
a mattcr for men of the greateſt Learning and Parts to be miſtaken 
in theſe matters ; If it be ſo difficn!t 2 thing, for the ablcſt and 
moſt judicious men to find out the T»uth in theſe matters of diſ- 
pure and difference in Religious things ; It would be uncharitable 
and agaiaſt the grounds of Piety to force theſe men, who are not 
all 


__ 
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all l:arned, nor cf the deepeſt knowledge, to conform to the judg- 
ments of others in matters of this nature, under grievous puniſh- 
ments if they do not. Bur ſurely it is more conſonant to the 
grounds of Picty, bcing ir is ſo very difficult (as the Biſhop 
- ſhows ) not to be deceived, and to ſearch out Truth, that an /u- 
+ dulgexce be allowed to theſe Diſſznters, and that thoſe in Power 
.. do remember, that even themſelves may be deccived. 
* 8. Another ground of Pizty for this Indulgence, is from the 
3 apereſs of good men to Err, The Biſhop hath ſhowed the difficul- 
ties which muſt be paſſed through in the ſearch of Truth, where- 
in learned, able, good, and pious men may eaſily be deceived. 
- And where there is ſo much occaſion to lead them into an Errer, 
* it were uncharicable, and againſt the grounds of Piety, not to 
* grant Indulgence to them z eſpecially if we conſider, that we are 
+ not only «ncertain in finding out Truths in diſputable matrers, but 
: we are certain that the beſt and ableft Doors in Chriſtendom 
© have been aitually deceived in matters of great Concernment, 
- which thing is evident in all thoſe Inſtances of Perſons from whoſe 
* Dodcines all-ſorts of Chriſtians reſpeCively take liberty to dil 
' ſent. TheEcrors of Papias, Irenems, Lattantius, and Jujtin Mare 
+ tin, inthe AMillenary opinion ,, of St. Cyprian, the Aſian and African 
* Fathers in the queſtion of Rebaprization ;, St. Auzuitine in his un- 
charitable Sentence againſt the Vnbaprized Children.of Chriſtian 
© Parents. The Roman or the Greek Doftors in the queſtion of the 
> Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and in the matter of Images, are Ex- 
- amples beyond exception. Now if theſe grear Perſonages had 
© been perſecuted or deſtroyed for their Opinion, who ſhould have 
> anſwered the invaluable loſs the Church of God fhould have ſu+ 
* ſtained in miſſing ſo excellent , ſo exemplary, ſo great Lights? 
*But then if #cheſe Perſons Erred, and by conſequence might have 
*been deftroyed, what would have become of others, whoſe Un- 
derſtanding was lower, and their Security leſs, their Errors more, 
and their Dangers greater. At this rate all men ſhould have paſſed 
through the Fire, for who can eſcape when St. Cyprian and St. Au- 
*gouſtin cannot ? But ſince good Men are fo apt to Err, the Picty 
of Chriſtians did then, and ought now to indulge the Men, though 
not the Errors. | 
' 9. The laſt ground of 75ety for this Indulgence, which I ſhall 
now mention, is from the conſideration of the /nrroduttion of Cari- 
* ſtianity. It is ( faith Biſhop Taylor ) one of the Glories of Chri- 
© ſtian Religion, that it was ſo Pious, Excellent, Miraculous, and 
*Perſwaſive, that it came in apon its own Picty and Wiſdem, with n9 
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Men, as when the aQtngs and perſwafions of a Set, and every part | 


(16) | 
cther force hut a torrent of Argumcnts and demonſtration of the | 
Spirit, a mighty ruſting Wind to brcek cown all ſtrong Holds, | 
and every high 7 beugkt 2nd Imagination. But towards the Perſons 

of Men jt was always full of Aferknzeſs and Cnarity, Compliance 2 
-nd Toleration, Condeſcention, and bearirg with one another, 4 
rcſtoring Perſons overtaken with an Error in the Sprris of meck> | 
«ſs ;, conſidering leaſt we ai/o be tempted. The con{ideration is as 2 
prudent, and the Proportion as juſt, as the Precept is charitable, | 
aud the Preſident was pious and holy. Now every thing is belt | 
conſerved with that which gave it the firſt Being, and is agreeable | 
to its temper and conſtitution. The Precept which the Chriſtian : 
Religion chicfly preaches, in order to all the Bleſſedneſs in this : 
and the other World, is Aeckneſs, Mercy, and Charity : And * 
this ſhould alſo help and preſerve it ſelf, and promote its own in- 
tereſt; for indeed nothing will do it ſo well, nothing doth ſo- ex- + 
cellently inſinuate it ſelf into the underſtandings and :ffeRions of | 


and principle are tending to a univerſal Good, And it would be a 
mighty diſparagement to ſo glorious an Inſtitution, That in its | 
Principles it ſhould bemerciful and humane, and yet in the prome- 


| ton and propagation of it, ſo inhumane. And it would be impro- 


bable and unreaſonable, that the Sword ſhould be uſed in periwa- 
ſion of one Propoſition, and yet in the perſwaſion of the whole Re- * 
ligeon, nothing like it. To do ſo, may ſometimes ſeem, and but * 
ſeem to ſerve the Intereſts of a Temporal Prince, but never pro- 
mote the honour of Chyiſt*s Kingdom; it may ſecure a Deſign of 
Inquifeors, but it will much diſſerve Chriſtendom to offer to ſup- 
port it by that which good Men believe to be a diſtintive Cogni- 
zance of the Mahumetan Religion, from the Excellency and Piety * 
of Chriſtianity, whoſe Eſſence and Spirit is deſcribed in theſe ex- - 
celleat words of St. Paul, « The Servant of the Lord muſt not © 
& ſtrive, bur be gentle unto all men in meckneſs of inſtruſting * 
© thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradrenture will give * 
<* them repentance to the acknowledging the Truth. And as it 
is w114tural, {0 it is wnreaſonable that Sempronius ſhould force Caine | 
to be of his Opinion, becauſe Semprenixs is Conſul this Year, and 
commands the LiFors , as if he that can kz# a mzn cannot but be | 
r:.fallible 3 and if he be not, why fhould 1 do violence to my Conſci- 
erice, becauſe he can do violexce ro my Perſon? Thetc is no- 
thing under the Almighty that hath power over the Soul of Afany 
ſo as to command a Perſwaſion, or to judge a diſagreement z and 


b-cauſe no Man's command is a fatisfaQtion to the Underſtanduigy 
Or 
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or-a verification'of the Propoſition, therefore the Underſtanding 
isnot ſubject ro Humane Authority- We ſee that the greatelt 
Perſecution: that ever have been, were againſt Truth, even againſt 
Chriſtianity ir ſelf; and it was a Prediction of our Bleſſed Sav;- 
er, That Perſecution ſhould be the Lot of erwe Believers, And 
if we compute the experience of Suffering-Chriſtendom, and the 
Predition, That Tr«ch ſhould ſuffer, with thoſe few Inftances of 


* Suffering-Hereticks, it is odds but Perſecutions are on the wror: 
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* fide, and that is Error and Hereſy, that is crutl and tyrannical , e[- 


pecially ſince the Truths of Jeſ#s Chri/? and of his Religion, are 
tomeck, ſo charitable, and ſo merciful. And we may in this Caſe 
exa(tly uſe the words of St. Paul; But as then he that was born after 
the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is 
now; and ſo it ever will be, till Chrsf*s ſecond coming. This 
may give us a good ground of Picty from the meekneſs of the In- 
troduttion of Chriſtianity, that the moſt proper way, and moſt 
agreeable to the example of our Saviour, and of his holy Diſci- 
ples , for the propagation thereof, is by the ſame Meekneſs, 
Charity, and Mercy in whictit was Inſtituted, and conſequently, 
to give Indulgence to tender Conſciences. 


ens, 


CHAP. IV. 


Of. Supreme Spiritual Juriſdition , and conſequently a Right 0 
hs , Indulgence 7 KINGS. mw 


I. F Spiritual Matters, ſomewhat hath been before diſcourſed; 
'0, We may-now, for the clearer underſtanding of the Intent 
of this Chapter, inquire the meaning of S»preme Spiritual Furif- 
&. (Hon. 
Supreme is that which is the Higheſt on Earth next under Ge4, 
according to Law. Su the meaning thereof is expreſſed in the 
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Statuteof H. 3. That this Realm is an Emp:re governed by one ſu» 2, t78.C.12. 
preme Head and King, whom both the Spiritualty and T emporalty ought 

ro obey. So another AQ declareth him ſupreme Head of the Church 28 H.8. C.r. 
wpon Earth. So the King is declared by an ACt of E.6. Supreme ; E6. C.12. 
Head of the Church in England, immeazately under God. 

The Oath of Supremacy is enatted. The L «tins from whence ; Eliz. C. 5. 
we borrow the Word, have it in he ſame ſenſe, for the higheſt Pro ſupreme 
and chi feſt, . So Terence ſei:h, O ſupreme Jupiter ;, and _ Jupiter, 
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calls the hizh-ſt Mountains » the Supreme Mountains, Sapreme 
Joriſdition then, is the higheſt and chirfeſt Authority according 
to Law, the ſpeaking or declaring of Law, the foveraign, or 
the higheſt lawful Anthority. Spir:tual Jariſd. ion is about mat- 
fers relating to rhe Spirit or Souls of M:n to Eternity, wherein a 
King in the ſtri@t acceptation of the Word, can have no'Jurif- 
dition, for no Power can command the Spirit or Soul of Man, 
but God only. Accordingly, an Ingenious French Author holds, 
Thar one part of Man's building, the Soul, is created free for ever, 
and to be exempted from the yoke of Humane Power, acknow- 
ledging only the Divine Joriſdiftion , as the Apoſtle intimates, 
Stand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made wu free, ye have 
been called unto Liberty. © The Spiritual Furiſdiftion whereof we 
ſpeak, is» and can only be exerciſed upon che Body, concerning 
ſome aCtions which may have a Telation to the Spirie and eternal 
condition of Man, wherein the M-giſtrates power is exerciſed to 
ſuppreſs Idolatry and Sin. *'Dr, Feld ſaith, that Spiritual Cauſes 
are of two ſorts, ſome are originally and naturally tuch, and ſome 
only in that they are referred to the cognizance of Spiritual or 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as the Eccleſiaſtical Teſtaments, Matri- 
mony, &c, And Sir John Davs ſaith, that for 300 Years this 
diſtinftion of Spiritual (or Eccleſiaſtical ) and Cvil, was not 
known or heard of in the Chriſtian World. The cauſes of Teſta- 
ments, Matrimony, &c. termed Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, were 
indeed meerly Crwil, and determined by the Laws of the Secular 
Magiſtrate * for making of Wis, and Marrying, were regarded by 
Heathens as well as Chriitians. Bat for Canſes and Perſons Spiri- 
tual and Eccleſiaſtical, that are properly and indeed ſuch, as Firſt- 
table- duties, which concern matters of Faith and Holyncſs, and . 
what conduceth to the eternal welfare of Mens Souls. Some hold 
there is a Right in the Civil Magiſtrate more ſ#o, to give 
Commands, and exerciſe lawful Juriſdition about things 
of that nature. And it is meant, and will in part be made ap- 
pear, that as to Spiritual Matters, a Supreme Spiritual Furiſdi- 
con, which is always to be intended according to Law, over Per- 
ſons and Matters which are uſually termed Spiritual or Ecclcſiaſti- 
Cal, # in Kings, 

2. In the next place we may conſider the matter of f«&, and 
the conſequence of the Argument thereupon. The matter of 
F2Ct will be ſhowed to he the conſtant and general praftice 2nd ex- 
erciſe of Supreme Juriſdiction in Spiritual Matters by mo# Kings 
and Princes , both Chriſtians and Pa7ans, and from the eldeſt 
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Times to our preſent Age, which wiil be diſtinguiſhed, and ſome 
particulars of this Practice, briefly noted in the following £:&:ons, 
The conſequence and concluſion thereupon will be this. 

If Kings and Princes have Supreme Juriſdiftion in Spiritual 
Mater, as the prattiſe thereof, and the Authorities proving the 
13me,. do demonſtrate that they have, I will then-neceſſirily fol- 
low, that the Right of Indulgence, which is a part of that Su- 
preme Juriſdiction, is likewiſe in thoſe Princes. He that hath 
Right in the whole; hath Right in every part thereof; and the 
grant of Indulgence is an ACt of Juriſdiction in Spiritnal mat- 
ters, comprehended within the general Juriſdiion which belongs 
ro Princes, and conſequently doth belong to thoſe ro whom the 
Supreme Juriſdiction doth belong in Spirttual matters, and that 
is, to Kings and Princes- 

We may begin with the eldeſt exerciſe of this Turiſdiftion, 

3. Thefirlt Exerciſe whereof, was in Fathers of Families, and 
by.the ſame- reaſon is- proper to be in Kings, who-are Fathers 
of their Countreys. 


Lk 


The firſt guide of the Requiſites, is to Publick Exerciſe and Calibute . 

ations of Religion, was the original Domeſtick Diſcipline in Pri- Downing”: 
vate Families, where the Father was a King and Prieſt. Adam —_ - 4 
direfted his Sons to Sacrifice. Serb, Noah, Abraham, and the c/,,6;ca!, 
Princes of theſe times, Fathers of Families, were Prieſts allo. p. 57. 
That the Prieſthood was in the Firft-born, as in Melchiſedech , 
who is taken for Sher the firſt-born of Noah ;, and in the reſt of 
the firſt-born, the Fathers of Familics'in thoſe times before Aa- 
ron, is admitted both by Chriſtians and Hebrews, Abrabar, and 
every Patriarch or Prince within his Territory, and every Father 
of a Family within hjs Family, did exerciſe the office of Pricſt alſo. 
So it is> or 011ght to be at this day, That every Father of a Fami- 
ly is either in his-own Perſon ( if he be able) or by providing 
ſome fit Perſon ( if his Eſtate will bear it) to perform R-ligror 
Dutzes jn his Family, to pray *n4 expound the Holy Scriptures 
there, It will not bedenied, but that every ſach Father of a Fa- 
mily may diſpenſe with, and indulge any of his Children cr Ser- 
vants to be abſent from thoſe Family-Duties, when he ſhall ſee juſt 
cauſe for it. And it would he hard to deny a Prince the ſame 
power of Indulgence to his Subjects, which is allowed to every 
Father of 4 Family, to his Children and Servants. , 

4. We my in the next place look into this Jariſdiftion, as it 
was exerciſed by the Hebrew Princes. Aoſes Conlecrated, and 
commanded Aaron; and Moſes is ſtyled the Prieff of Pricfts, and 
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the Supreme King, and alſo Pricſt, which is teſtimony ſufficient of 


zeem & Sacer- his Supremacy in Spiritual things. Foſhus had the preſence of 


dos. 
Jol. t. 5. 
Jol. 5. 
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God wich him, as Afeſes had, and commanded all as hedid, both 
Perſons and Cauſes, he built an Altar in Mount Eval, and offered 
Sacrifices there, and read the Law to the Levres and Prieſts, De- 
borah was Propheteſs, and Judge, or Prince of J/rael. Samael 
was 2 Prophet, and he and moſt of the Judges of 1/rael, did ex- 
crciſe Supreme and Spiritual, as well as Temporal JuriſdiQtion in 
Iſracl. So did David, Solomon, Jehoſaphat, Hezekiah, and other 
Kings of /ſrael, and of J«dah, whereof there is plentiful men- 
tion in the holy Story, and in thoſe Authors named in the Mar- 
gin, who have written on this Subject, and it is the beſt Patternto 
be followed by other Princes. The Hebrew Word for a Prieft, 
ſignifies likewiſe the Prince of a Territory ; not that Prieſthood 
made one a Prince, or did carry Command with it 3 but that 
Princes were chief Prieſts alſo in their Territories. Before the 
Law givenin Sinai, 24-ſes had cognizance as well of Sacred, as 
of Prophane Matters together ( as they were termed) without 
the diſtin&tion of Spirirual and Civil : And this appears in the 
Tribunals ſet up by Fethroes advice, and in his Judgments in thoſe 
Sacred Cauſes ; and to him the Appeals were made, whether the 
Matters were Sacred or Prophane ; and doubtleſs in the exerciſe 
of this Supreme Spiritual Juriſdition, the power of Indulgence, 
waere he {aw cauſe, was not denyed him. 

5- Thelike Juriſdiction was in the Heathen Princes, who from 
the Preſidents of the Hebrews ( although miſerably depraved ) 
drew their Cuſtoms to have publick Pricthoods, which were Pa- 
trimonial and Hereditary ; and among them the Prince was alſo 
the High Prieffk. The Caldean Kings were Prieſts alſo. A Prieft 
and @ Prince was all one amongſt the «Egyptians, fo the Aags 
among the Perſi1ns, and the Priefts of Apollo at Delphos, among the 
Greeians, Ariſtotle ſpeaking of Kings in the time of the Heroes, 
ſaich, That they were Rulers of matters of War and of Sacrifices 
or ſacred Things, which pertained to the Sacerdotal Function. In 
another place he ſaith, That the King was Leadzr or General of 
the War, and Judge or Moderator of 4;vine Things ; and to be 
Moderator, implies 2 Power and Right of Indulgence, In like 
manner the Roman Exmperors, before the Birth of Chri#, were 
their High Prieſts alſo. It is noted of Fuliu Ceſar, that to the 
ead he might fully recover into his Power the Temporalty, he 
joyncd the Pontifpeal Authority with the Ceſarian Power ; and ſo 
have all wiſe Princes, his Succeſſors : And it is not improbable, 

where 
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where thoſe two Powers are joyned together, that the right of 
Indulgence was part of them. The Mufrty among the Tarks holds En _ 
all he hath at the diſcretion of the Great Sultan, Moſt Nations T!atiſe of 
of the World, after the Preſident of the Hebrews, placed the Wer. 
Supream Spiritual Juriſdiction in thcir Kings and Supream Rulers, 
and it were improbable to conclude that the right of Indulgence 
was excepted out of that Juriſdi&ion. 
6. lt is likewiſe evident, That this Supream Spiritual Juriſ- 
dition was in the Emperours, both as to Perſons and matters which 
were termed Spiritual. Writers of Church matters do ſhow that 
the Clergy for 850 years together, claimed no Superiority or Ju- 
riſdition, but left the ſame, and ſubmirted theruſelves therein | 
to their own Princes, who took upon them the Sovereignty in the | 
matters, and over the Perſons which were afterwards called Spi- | 
ritual and Eccleſiaſt ical: 
By Conſt antizs were the Biſhops Julius ard Liberim Baniſhed, Martin Dore. 
: Bunifacel. by Honorims, Silenua and Virgilins by JuRinian, Mar- *" Jub. es Lib. 
* tin]. by Conſtantine III. Platin, in Bo- 
1 Leo1V. ſubmitted himſelf in all things, great and ſinall;. tothe "7*: 
command of Lodowick, and offered to amend allthat was amiſs by ©/*#{ 2: 4- 7- 
the Princes judgement. | 
In the ftrife between Donatus and Cecilianw, the matters and Euſeb. 1. 10. c. 
Perſons both Eccleſiaſtical, Meltiades then Biſhop of Rome, was ap- 5: | 
pointed with others by Coni#antie, to determine the matter, from 22'**- |- 7- 
whoſe judgment, the partics Appealing, the Emperour appointed Augul. Ep. 
new Judges, from whom they appealing likewiſe, at laſt Conſftan- 162. 166. 
tine determined it, fitting hizſclf in Perſon, 
Under Theodoſixs the elder, Damaſcus, Sericins and Anaſt acins, Theodo. 1. 5. c. 
complained againſt Flavianw, but the Prince heard and juſtified 23: 
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hin. Jnnocentixs deſiring the Emperour to appoint a Council for _— ——_—_ 
the tryal of Chriſoftomes cauſe, it was denyed. Niceph. l. 15. 


Honorius commanded Bonrfaciin and Emlavins choſen Biſhops of c. 30. 
Rome in a tumult, to depart the City ; 3nd Bomface being reſtored, £15. Pontific 
put up a ſupplication to the Prince for a Decree for future Eleti. 7 7 Bonif. 
ons, which was made bf him. of Boney ad 
Leo Biſhop of Rome made ſuit to Theodeſins the younger, to com» prom  reſerip. 
mand a Council in /taly, for ſuppreſſing Fatiches his Error, but Honor ad Bo 
the Emperour appointed it at Ephc/#s, and would not be perſwad- :f. 
ed to reverſe the Judgment. But his Son Marrien did it upon the £2 Ef. 5. 
ſupplication of the Pope, and commanded the Conncil of Chalce- jy 27 27- 
don, where hiaſelf ficrting {a Perſon, forbad the Biſhops to defend = Chis Fr 
or avouch any thing of the Fleſh and Birth of our Saviour; One. ced, Art. 1. 
wile 
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Nozel.Con/ir. wiſe thar.the Nicene Creed did contain. Juſt:nian ſaith, We come 
1.1.23, mand the Bl-ſſed Arch: Bijhop of Rome, &c. to obey the Law he tyen 


Gregory Evift. made, Gregory 1. writing to Awritias, victh this ſtile, Ay Lord, my 
be 76 78. moſt gracious Lord, ] your Scrvant, and Subjett to yuur command, 
"PF and makes many ſubmiſſions to the Emp-rour, who over-ruled 
Art. 4. him in his Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. Ag4:%0 Biſhop of Rome 685 
years after Chriſt, when Conftantine 1. ſent for ſome Learned 

men -ont of the Weſt-parts, to come to the general Council, re- 

, tarns this Anſwer, Tour Proncely Favour mildly commanding , our 
Agatban.E>/t 5 feneſs bath. ebediently fulfilled that which was by .yeu commanded. 
_ _ And in another Epiſtle, he ſairh, A B:ſbops of the North and Weſt 
Meng parts Servants of your Chriſtian Empire. Leo IV. ſubmitted himſef 
— . 2 Lodewick, the Father, and afrerwards confirmed his obedience 

to Letharixs the Son , . promiſing ſubmiſſion to their Decrees. 

W#v2!. Conftir. In the 20 Conſtitutions, wherein Juſtinien. Ciſpoſeth of crimes 
3-5-6,16.&:. nd cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, almoſt every Sentence is a command. The 
Socrates. 1, 1. like in 123- Intituled of divers Eccleſiaſtical Chapters, The like 
is inthe Laws of Conſtantine, Charles, Lodowick , . Latharins, and 

others. By all which, and many of the like nature which are 0s 

mitted, it appears, That all the ſubmiſſion and obedience that 

SubjeAs do owe their Prince, was acknowledged and given by 

the Clergy, as well as others, to the Emperours. And that they 

did exerciſe Sypream Spiritual Juriſdiction both over the Perſons, 

and in the matters termed Spiritual. It would be hard then not to 

Gert. 4. part. 4dmit them, as a conſequent thereof, the Right of /»dulgence alſo. 
proJo. 7 math 7- This Juriſdition was likewiſe in the Kings of France, 'and 
de Schiſm & exerciſed by them. The Divincs of Pars, by the Kings encou* 
Concil. c. 22 ragement, did condemn Pope J«hxs his DoQrine with the ſound 
Crzan. Epft. of Trumpets, taking as much fupremacy to himſelf as Charles did; 
a who by adviceof his Biſhops, Princes, and Univerſities, Decreed 
that the v:hole Church of France ſhould depart from the obedicace 

of Bencdiit, and be under their own King in matrers Spiritual. 
NauRerG-nz- And Charles the VIL.made a Law called the Pragmatical Santtion, 
_ 4 for the perpetual Obſervation of thoſe things which the Council 
ane 44. of Bazilhad Decrecd, which curbed and caſhired the Popes Juriſ- 


L 1vteraneus 


Comet inbLes On, and adyanced the Kings. And though the Pope reverſed ity. 


. and labourcd the King to do it, yet the Clergy of France adhered 
1o-epre<n0. co the King, coals bis Authority. A little belnrethars is 
reg”: M74) Council at Tears, the Praltes of France gave their full reſolution 

OnmH515 to Lens the XL. That it was Lawful for him to forfakethe Popes 
Obedience, and to Ceſpiſe his Curſes, being. himſelf Supreme in 


org his Kingdem, Bar Philip the Fair, Lefore that, clapt the Popes 
mg oe Leget by thz heels, and Sequeſtred himſelf and his whole Realm 


Pol. Conj- from lis Ob>egicnce, aad at length caught the Popes own _—, 
y2:1, 1.9. en 
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and kept him in Priſcn till he dyed. Here was exerciſe of Sa- 

preme Power to he higheſt. And when Fraxcs I. in his Interview Concordat. 

with Zro X. did remir the Force of the Pragmatic Santtian, his Gal. Budevus 

Secretary ſaid, That the Garlwnd of France was betrayed, So much 4 Aftr- 

they valuzd the King's Supreme Spiritual Juriſdiction z whereof 

many more Inſtances are in the Story of that Nation. 

8. Th- like Supreme Juriſdiction was exerciſcd by the Kings of 
Spain, In Caſtile, they have ſome limitted Eccleſi:ſtical Power 
by a late Priviledge of Adrian VI. granted to Charles V. But 
when they ſee their time, they are pleaſed to take ſo much as ſhall | 
ſerve their turn. As PhibpII. ſeized upon the Temporalties of | 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo ; then when the Biſhop of Gor«ſa was ap- | 
prehended at Rome for New Hereſie; And when SixtwV.ſent to him, 

That if he would undertake the War againſt England, he would Thyanu HP. 
remit to him the Revenues of that Biſhoprick. This wiſe Prince 4, 71. 
anſwered, That he would receive nothing from the bounty of bis own Prudentiſſi- 
Biſhop. And though at home his Power is but what he pleaſeth to _ pr "yy 
take, yet in other his Territories it is lawfully, and in Spiritual rr = 
matters, aslargea Juriſdidtion as that of any other Prince. AS rifici largiri. 
in Burgundy and Flanders, he had the ſame Right that the King of Thefaur. Pole. 
France once had : As Charles V. made a Statute of AMortmain.That 4% Epiſt.49. 
it ſhouid not be lawful for any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, or Sacred _ perjens 
Places, to take or have any Immovable Things without the Licence of , | _ 
the Prince,” and his Indulgence in that behalf. Ph4l;p11. his Son, in p2ck ulum 
_—_—_— the Council of Trent in the Netherlands, did not l1ct it rem immobi- 
paſs in all points, with the ſtrength of an Eccleſiaſtical Law, but lem ab/que 
reſtrained It withanexpreſs Clauſe, That it ſhould not prejudice P!/"=?s © 
any priviledge of the King, tonching Poſſefſory Judgments, or Ec- _—_— 
cleſiaſtical Livings, or Nominations thereunto. In Portugal they þere. 

had the Right of Preſerration to all Biſbopricks and Abbeys,which is Hug. eu ul. 
ro ſmall Teſtimony of Supreme Spiritual Juriſdition. Sicily de Repub. Pere 
hath been held of the See of Rome as a Spiritual See, yet there the tugal. TY 
Kings of Sp4indo not orily claim Supremacyof Over-ſeeing,butlike- _— oft. 
wiſe Superindency indoing of Ecclefieſtical or Spiritual Affairs; and }, ;. 

there in all his Dominions the King of Sp4ix doth exerciſe Supreme Guicchard. 
Spititnal Juriſdition,to which the Right of Indvlgence is incident. Hf. /. 4- 

9. The like Supreme Juriſdi&tion was alſo exerciſed, and ſtill is, 39" Annal. 
by the Kings of STeden in Spirituzl matters. They beſtow the '**?7 
Biſhopricks and Svperintendencies rypon ſuch Perſons as they judge 
fitteſt for them ; which Donation is no ſl:-nder Proof of this Syu- 
preme Juriſdition;and the Biſhops and Superintendeats there, who 
are the ſame 1n Office and Authority, though root in Nzme, with 
the Biſhops z Thele chief Rulcis, 1 ſay, of the Clergy, and the 


Clergy 


- - 
ug 


D—— 


[. 55. whereof a Canoniſt faith, Tho 


—_ and exerciſe thisRight only by Virtue of their oow Supreme Spirieual JuriſdiEtion 


— — —— — _ — ——— — 
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\ 
Clergy themſelves, are in perfeft Obedience and Submiſſion to 
the King, as their Supreme in matters Spiritual. All Appeals 
trom the Proceedings of their Spiritual or Ecclefiaſtical Courts, 
as they likewiſe term them, are made tothe King in his Chancery; 
who thereupon Ordains, under the Great Seal of Sweden, certain 
Commiſſioners or Delegates, who hear and determine thole mat- 
ters by the King's authority. And in ſome Caſes of extraordina- 
ry weight or difficulty, the King himſelf, with the advice of his 
Senate or Council of State, as in the /1## Reſort, reſolves them. The 
Biſhops, Superintendents, and the reſt of the Clergy, are ex- 
cluded from any Office or intermedling with Secular Publick Af- 
fairs, which ſomeof them relate to be occaſioned by the height 
and buſie interpoſing in ſuch matters by ſome of their Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops. But of that I can ſay nothing, only I know the pre- 
ſent Archbiſhop and ſome of their Biſhops to be learned, grave, 
and piops Men, and very obſervant to their King, whoſe Supreme 
Spiritual Juriſdiftion is acknowledged by them, and all other kis 
SubjeRts, and ſurely comprehen1s therein his clear Right of 1n- 

 dulgence, which he exerciſes in many places. 

The/ſauy . Po). 10. This Juriſdiction was likewiſe in ſeveral other, if not in all the reſt of the 

Apal. 50. Princes of Chriſtendom. Poland and TIES by Benedi# VII. Converted 

Herb->rt. Hiſt. from Paganiſm, and thereupon wholly at the diſpoſe of the Pope in matters Spi- 

P».1.2.c.z. ritual; yet they appoint and chooſe, at their pleaſure, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 

The/azr. 11;t, Abbots. The Kings of Hinge? uſe the ſame Power as the Kings of England doz 
H beſtow Bonefices dba he Pm : HeEY ed bs 

' . uUnza " 
_ | coke ion, tho grofaly miſtaken as to the Allowance.;z whereas claim 


Garnier. Com- according t» Law. In which point, befides the Pcefidents as to England, an Eng-. 
ment. Prag- liſh Lanes may hope for as much Credit as a Canon;ſt. The Princes of bs 
mat. $e187 Sweden, wo and of the Netherlands, have exerciſed the like Spiritual Ju- 
de Sane. riſdition, eſpecially whenthey Introduced the Reformation of Religion, and abo- 
Patriam 4 liſhed the Power of the See of Rome 3 Whereupon it is ſaid, that Guftave I. of Swe- 
Dans.es ſimul 41, aſſerted his Country from the Daniſh and Popiſh Servitude. Scorland hath 
& Ponrifics Nikewile vindicated the Juriſdiction of her Prince in theſe Spiritual matters. And of 
[ervituue a. Teland it is affirmed, That they have there madeas many Laws againſt Proviſions, 
oruite, * Citations, Bulls, and Briefs of Rime, as are tobe found in all the Parliament Rolls 
Sir Jer. Davis Of England. Befides, Poynings Law, EnaQts there the Statutesof Pcovifion, and 
rep. f.88. all other Laws againſt the See of R-me. Alſo mthe Parliament of Kilkenny, and 
io 11.7. C, 5. in another Parliament in that Kingdom, it is declared, That the publiſhing of Bulls 
33H6.C.g., of Provifion from Reme, is High Treaſon. But I may incur the Cenſure of tedi- 
22 H.6.C. >. ouſnefs to beſtow more time on this Argument, which can receive little oppoſi- 
a E.3. C.13. tionz but it muſt be acknowledged, that generally the Princes of Chriſdendom, and 
2 E. 4. C. 16, Other Princes before and out of Chri/tamy, and the firſt Princes and Fathers of 
16£E.4 C.4. Families, have exerciſed Supreme Juriſdiction in Spiritual matters within their 
Territories, as a Right belonging to them; and conſequently the Right of In- 

dulgerce, as part of that Juriſdiction, can hardly be denyed to them. 
CHAP, 


_  —_—_ —— - 1 —_—_— Mp ———_—_— . _ 
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Gu 4A FP. 
That ſupream Spiritual Furiſdiition in England, is in our 
Kznes. 


1. F T may be ſhewn in a few Inſtances of many, that this Juriſ- 
I diftion was in our Kings, in all ages, according to Law. 
If for the Stories-ſake we ſhould take our firſt ſtep as high as 

our Bririſh Kings, we may find in them ſome teſtimonies of it, 

before Chriſtianity was introduced ; our Britiſh Kings were ſu- 
pream over the 'Druides, the Prieſts, the Arch-Flamines and Fla- 
mines, and ordered their Sacrifices. 

They ordered likewiſe all matters of that Nature, as to the 
ſupream Juriſdiftion of them. ; 

The firſt Chriftian Britiſh King Luci«s, it you credit that Sto- 
ry, made that bleſſed change from Pagam/m to the Light of the 
Goſpel, which he and all his People embraced. 

e changed the Arch-Flamines and Flamines into Arch-Biſhops 
and Biſhops, and for the Draides, entertained the Miniſtry of | 
the Goſpel ; and the ations of this King and of his Succeſlors, in 
the Progreſs of Chriſtianity among them, do give teſtimony that | 
ſupream Spiritual Juriſdiftion was y taken to be in bur Kings. 


Eleutherns Biſhop of Rome, in hiSAyſyer to the Letters of Luci- 
xs and his Nobles, ſtiles the King, God? Vicar within his Kingdom ;; 
and the Vicar is mn the ſtead of his Maſter, and inveſted with his 
Power ; which no earthly -Prince is capable of; as to command 
over the heart, and to eternity, but the eternal King of Kings : 
Yet as to power in this World, Kings are deputed by God as his 
Vicars on Earth, with as much Supremacy in Spiritual Matters, 
whereof men are capable, as of Temporal. 

It bath been ſhewed, that the Commands of Chriſt were full of 
Meckneſs : We read that indeed he did Scourge ſome out of the 
Temple, but never. that he Scourged any into the Temple. He 
exhorts his Vicars, and all others, Learn of me, for I am meth, and 
- which is commendable in all who are his Vicars, to be 
thus like their Maſter. 

2. In the next place a view may be taken of the exerciſe of 
this Juriſdiftion by our Saxon and Daniſh Kings. 

ta faith, in the Preface to his Laws, That he Studied the health Lig. Ire Reg. 
of the Souls of hs People ;, which argues, that he took himſelf to © 1- 
have ſpiritual JuriſdiCtion. 

He makes Laws for the Form of Life of Gods Miniſters, and ſuch 
ſpiritual Matters. E ' King 


(26) 
Leg. Alaredis, King Alwred begins his Laws with the Decalogue and Judicial 
Reg.c. 1. Jaws, and enaQts the immunity of the Church, as Head of it, 


In the League between Edward and Guthrune the Dane, jt enafts, 
that before all things they worſhip oe God alone, laying alide all 
barbarous Worſhip. ; 

Leg. Atbelſtani = Athelftane enaQts alſo Spiritual Laws : So doth King Edmond, 

Kegir. and declares that he had conſulted how the Chriſtian Faith might 

Lie. Edm. Ry'p. he promoted. 

Wk Tamer. King Edgar in his Oration to his Clergie, ſaith, That the exa- 

p. 161+ 47 9%0- mination k. all their Manners did belong to him. 

man. He made many Canons of matters meerly ſpiritual ; as touch- 

— on _ " ing the Demeanour and Duty of Priefs, Parents inſtruQting their 

Leg. Eadgri Children in the Chriſtian Faith, and to abltain from filthy and blaſ- 

Reg. phemous Words and Songs; that Prieſts do Preach every Lords 
day, and againſt Swearing and Sabbath-breaking : Matters ſufficient- 
ly | nay and not unworthy or improper for a Princes care. 

Leg. Canuti ing Canute commandeth all his SubjeCts to Worſhip God, and 

Reg. to keep the Rules of Chriſtian Religion ; makes many Ecclcſiaſti- 
cal Canons, forbids barbarous Workthip and Superſtition, yet. with- 
out ſeverePenalties, and profeſleth to do all things for confirma- 
tion of Chriſtian Piety. 

Canones Mifrici elfric in his Canons, ſaith unto the Prieſts, 7 tell you, 7 will 

ad Wulfruum nor bear your negligence in your Miniſtry, and all his Laws are con- 

Epiſcopun- cerning ſpiritual Matters. | 

Lig Eqvardi Edward the Confeſlor, in his Laws, calls himfelf the Yicar of 

C onſeſſor, the moſt bigh God ; and ſaith, that he was conſtituted to that end, 
that he ſhould govern the Kingdom and People of God, and a- 
bove all, the holy Church ; which is agreeable to the Writ of Sum- 
mons to Parliament to this day. 

Theſe ancient Kings did uſe to give the Biſhopricks by the, Ring 
and Staff, as the Invelititure : And theſe, with many other Inſtan- 
ces which are omitted, do teltifie the ſupream Spiritual Juriſdi- 
Qtion to be exerciſed by theſe Kings. \ 

3- The like Juriſdiftion appears alſo to have been in IWilkan 
the firſt, called by the flattering Monks, the rs..Q 

"08 he came into England to recover his Claim to the Crown, .and had 
Fidditatem fa. $8e Popes Benediftion, who ſent -him an hallowed Banner, with 
cere nolui, nec one of St. Percr's Hairs 40 it. FP 
volo, quia ni Yet when the Legate required him to do fealty to the Pope, he 
» As "c would acknowledge no'Superiour to himſelf, but anſwers, Fealty 
py -— obey I would not do, nor mill I do it, becauſe neither F have Promiſed it, nor 


bas taisid 11cie 40 1 find that my Anceſtors have dene # to your Anceſtors, 
£3/mp7040. He 


{ 
{ 
! 
i 
| 
, 
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al He appropriated Churches with Cure to Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 9 £. 3. Quer. 
and did many the like ACts ; whereupon Eadmerus reports, that 7 19. 
S, | all things, both Divine and Humane, were at bis beck,, which ſuffi- Tadmer. f. 6. 
ll F ciently teſtifies his ſupream JuriſdiCtion in Spiriritual Matters. rg arm 
His Son Wilkam Rufus denyed leave to Anſelme to go to Rome, n: ejus es. E 
d, | and told him, that »o Arch-biſhop or Biſhop of his Realm, be txpeflabant. 
it F ſubjett ro the Pope, or Court of Rome ; and that if he asked this leave ##+ Povis in 
uy ns, or appealed to Rome, he ſhould ſpeedily depart out of \;,- 
- | his il 
And becauſe he went thither without a Licenſe from the King, - 7 that, 
1- } all his Goods and Chattels were ſeized to the Kings uſe, and he 
ir 4 conſtrained to live in Baniſhment during the Kings Life. © | 
{- In King Herry 1. time he was permitted to return into England, Mar. Pais 
is F but not without Promiſe firſt made, that he would perform the #* #. 1: Anz 
t- | Cuſtoms of W. 1. and of Wilham Rufus : And when #. 1. perceiv- 4 
ed that i combined with the Pope, to hinder the Kings 
d } donation of Biſhopricks, the King wrote to the Pope, challenging Coke Rep. 5. 
i- } that right ; and his ProCtor in Kome told the Pope, that his Ma- C2<'s Cale 
k- | ſter would rather loſe his Kingdom, than the Dowarion of Biſbopricks, 6: 
L- In his Charter to the Abby of Reading, he faith, We Ordain as 
well in regard of Eccleſiaſtical as Regal Power, 
Wt} 4 We comenext in order ts the time of King Srephen, where- Sir Jobs Davis 
1- 3 of a Monk writes, that als to Rome were not in uſe until Henry Rep. f. 40. 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, by his miſchief while he was Legate did cru- At#4tionss is 
of |} elly intrude them : before this, they were made to the King,as ha- 209 rant 
|, 3 ving ſupream ſpiritual Juriſdiftion. Epiſcop. mg 
1- H. 2. was a ſtrong oppoſer of the Sea of Rome, as appears by ſw, dun Liga 
1- 3 the Story of Thomas of - Becker, and by the Laws __ at Cla- #45 tſit cradeli- 
rendon, abridging the Popes authority, forbidding Appeals, and *” "#- 
g | payment of Pecer Anarſode commanding that none ſhould bring De- Guiiel. Nubri- 
i= F crees from Romero be executed here,on pain of Impriſonment and ©, * _ = 5 
= # confiſcation ; nor Bulls of interdiQting the Realm, on pain of high , xg 
Treaſon. NC Anno 1164- 
n Generally this King aſſerted and maintained his ſupream ſpiri- Agr Hover 
h { tual JuriſdiQtion,but he began a little to relent when the Pope arm- ©" {- 455 
1 1 ed his ſons and Neighbours againſt him ; he conſtantly made all the 
h } reſiſtance he was able againſt the incroachment of the Clergie, and 
for the. vindication of his own Right ( as his Laws alſo teſtifie ) in : 
matters ſpiritual. King Richard 1. gave the Biſhopricks by the in- ©*& £74 5. 
y | veſtiture of the Ring andStaffe, which was a great teſtimony of this a 
| Juriſdiftion acknowledged to be in him, 
He went further in a Droll which brought him in Money, to 
. E 2 make 


c3 


— 
_ een. 
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Mz. Paris, p. make a Biſhop an Earle, ſaying, That of an od Byhop he had mady a 


om i Go. IT, ene ledges and ions to ſome” of. his 
TT e granted t priviledges and exemptions to ſome of; his 
_— — F Clereyand Subjects of Normandy, as well as thoſe in England. 

5. The next are the Reigns of King John, and Henry the 3. 


who exerciſed the like Juriſdiftion , yet it muſt be acknowledged, 


Mat. Paris, that in King Fohns time the power of the Biſhop of Rome did (well 
-- * to agreat height in this Kingdom, the Pope negleRing no means 


for the increaſe thereof. 

For which end heſcrupled not to abſolve the people of England 
from their Oaths, and Allegiance to their Soveraign. 

And then turning the Tables, interdifting the Kingdom for ow 
poſing his will and pleaſure : By which means he brought the 
King to ſurrender the Crown to the Popes Legate, and to take 
it again as his Farmer. 

But the Barons were ſo ſenſible of the Right and Supremacy of 
the Crown of England, that they told the Legate ; That the King- 
dom of never was, nor ſhould be St. Peters Patrimony, 
Polydore Virgil. ard ſpoke homely of the Clergy, who aſſiſted the Popes proceed- 
in Fob. 1.15 ings, crying out upon theſe ſhrruled Ribbauld:. 

Neither this King, nor any that ſucceeded him, obſerved any 
part of this Snbmiſſtion. 
Not.in Eximar, And notwithſtanding all this, the ſame King held it not. onl 
p. 143- donz- his Right himſelf to give the Paſtoral Staff, but granted this 
rionem bacui Right to others: As to William Marfoal and his Heirs, he grant- 
rn ed the Donation of the Paſtoral Staffe of the Abbey of Nutlepe, 

E” which was a meer ſpiritual Right, and exerciſe of Supream Ju- 

riſdiftion in thoſe matters. | 
* ,. In the time of his ſon #. 3. prohibitions were very frequent, 
- 'rohi- which is a ſtrong vindication of this JuriſdiQion in the King, 
is. H.3. pro- _ 50 was the writing in the Kings name to the Biſhop, to ab- 
bibit. 15. & ſolvea Perſon Excommunicate, and to certifie Loyalty of. Mar- 
22.t0 5. 77- riage, Baſtardy and the like, which were often done in this 
pedtes Cas. 11.7 Kings Reign, 
45 H.3. rt, Alſo in this Kings time, there are ſome Records yet extant, 
fans in 14. 4r- by which it is forbidden that any man be drawn in Plea out of 
jo. the Realm, there being ſufficient Juriſdiction in the King, to do 
his SubjcQts Juſtice, in all matters whatſoever. | 

6. We may now look into the Reigns of Edw. 1. and Edv. 2. 
and find the ſame Juriſdiction exerciſed by them. 

E. 1. A ſtout and wiſe Prince,did much recover this right to his 


Crown : He would not ſuffer thoſe of the Clergy to go to Rome 
without his Licence. 


tE. 1. rot. 


Bans. in 5. dor/. 


«4 
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ra | In his time the-Statute of wes log -r 9 ola made, which much 7 E. 


I. ſtat. of 
| ired the growth of the Clergy, dnd increafed the Kings Ju- —- 
Is diction. Se 8 | WM: ; or MULTI 


He forbad the Popes Proviſions without his ktowiedge and leave, 0&2 


+ »* 


| ifons of . priati 8E. n, Pl 
z- | He ſet a' penalty upon the Proviſions of Aypragtiotion, | -ndabg 


he great Coun- 28E.1,in 


» and other-,, E. 1. lib. 
U WO to repair apud Tirrim. f. 
o the General Council, till they had taken an Oath not to re- 1: 114- 

y ive the Popes Bleſſing. 35E, 1. 16 f. 
He regarded not the Popes prohibition of his Wars againſt Sevr- 15% , ,,, 

7 J-nd. He forbad the payment of Firſt fruits to the Pope, and pr. xr. 25. 

$ 

bl 


eized the Temporalties of the Clergy for refuſing to pay him Sr 7». Daris, 
tenth, chovgh the Pope forbad theme. q o_M8 {a Ry 5 
In his time, it was adjudged Treaſon for one Subjett to bring in a $0 $. 3. lib. 
ull of Excommunication againſt another ;, and- a high contempt Aſi pi. 19. 
ainſt the Crown to bring in Bulls of Proviſion, or Briefs of Ci- 249% ogg 
ation. Ye, . 
| And the Arch-biſhop of Tork, had all his Lands ſeized into the ©Y,? 2% 
ings hands, and loſt, during his life, for a contempr in refuſing 12. 
0 admit the Kings Clerk to a Benefice, againſt the Popes Provi- 9 £- 1- quare 
ſion, and all this was held to be according to the Common Law —_ Te 
of England, and an high Teſtimony of the Kings Supremacy. 39 E. 3+ 
In E. 2. time, the Clergy put'up again for a ſhare of this Su- $44, , x, >. 
premacy, and got the Statute of Arriculi Cleri to be made, but in- 
them the Right of the Crown is reſerved and manifeſted, 
This King by his Letters civilly and filially intreated the Pope 1 s, 2. 1s. 
- Cardinals, not to hold plea at Rome of things dotie in: Eng- wud Trim, 
, . 8, 


And though in his time the Spiritnal Courts held plea, by the $&. 74s Dai | 
Statute of circumſpette agatis,' and by general allowance and uſage, -. —_— 
| yet 


Coke 5 Rep. 
Ecsleſ. Caſe, f. 


I3+ : 
Stat, Articali 
Clerie 9 E, 2+ 


Cobt 5 Rey. 
Eccleſ. Caſe, \. 
v5.15, 17. 


© tained any Proviſions of Benefices, and the like. 


25E, 3. Stat. 


ar provſer, 


27 E, 3. Stat, 


prory/. C. 1, 


32E.3.C.1, 
2, 3+ 


17E. 3. 23, 


28 Are, pl. 20. 


33 E.3.C. 7. 
Cobe 5 Rep. 
Eccle). Caſe, f. 
16, 


38 Aſſs. pl. 22. 


49 E. 3, (4b. 
Aſs. pl. 8. 
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yet they thought themſelves not ſafe till the King had prantec 
them NY nt in theſe Caſes, Ede the Packbtanie IT 
ed by their At before mentioned. And it was objefted never 
theleſs __ this King, that he had given allowance to the 
Popes Bulls and —_Y here. | 
7. We meet with the ſame praCtice in the time of F, 3. and 0 
his Grand-ſon, R. 2. 

Edward the third was a wiſe and Powertul Prince, and his time 
affords us a large view obthis matter, in the Records and PrintedF 
Statutes. 

In his minority and in the heat of his wars in France, the Po 
ſent many Briefs into England, at which the King and his Subjetts| 
were much offended, and did ſmartly oppoſe them. 

By the Reſolutions of the Jadges, and of the Parliaments in his 
time, they admitted no Juriſdiction of the Court of Rome here,ſ . 
but puniſhed thoſe who did bring any Bulls from thence, or ob- 


He entirely reſumed the right of his Crown in ſupream ſpiri- 
tual Juriſdiftion, 

The Statute of Proviſors recites the Statute of Carliſle, and AC- 
ſerts :- That the Church of Erxgland was founded in the Eſtate 0 
the Prelacy by the Kings and their Predeceſlors. 

And this, and a ſubſequent Statute forbidding Proviſions of Be- 
nefices by the Pope, do teſtifie the authority of the King to be 
Supream in Spiritual matters. 

So doth another AR forbidding thoſe to be curſt, who ſhall 
execute the former Laws. 

In the Annals of our Law, we alſo find Reſolutions to the F 
ſame effe(t, for the Kings right of granting Exemptions from the 
JuriſdiAion of the Ordinary, which mani eſts his own Supream 
Spiritual Juriſdiftion. ns | 

[n his time it was reſolved, That a Priow being the Kings deb- 
tor, might ſae a Spiritual Perſon for Tiches in the Exchequer ; for 
until a Statute of this King the right of Tithes was determinable 
at the Kings Temporal Courts, and in many Mannors of the King 
and of other Lords, they had probate of Wills. 

This King tranſlated Canons Secular into Regular and Religi- 
ous, and made of the Priour and Covent of Weſtminſter, who were 
Regular Perſons, capable in Law to ſue and to be ſued: All J* 
which and divers others omitted, are proofs of this Juriſdi- 4 
tion in him. 

In the Nonage of K. 2. the Power of Rome again budded, and [* 

they 
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ntegÞhey attempted to incroach, by ſending hither Balls, Briefs and 
gates: W hereof the _ were ſo impatient, that rhiey offer- 
.&d to live and dye with the King in withſtanding this Uſurpation. 
In his time an ACt makes it Death, to bring any Summons, Ex- 13 R. 2. c. 4. 
ommunication, &c. againſt thoſe who executed the Statute of 
Proviſors. '* 

Another Statute makes it a Premwnire to purchaſe or purſue in 5 x, 2. c. 
-ime#he Court of Rome, or- elſewhere, any tons, Proviſns, 4 
znd Sentences of Excommunication, Bulls, Inſlruments, or any other 
hings which touched the King, his Crown and Regality, or his 
opeMealm, And declares that the Crown of England bc been in no 
oReBEarthly Subjeftion ;, but free at all times, and immediately Sub- 
et to God in all things, which is full Sapremacy, and in al! 
his 625, includes Spirituals. | | | 
ere he King had alſo the ill fortune. to have it objefted againſt 
ob. im in Parliament, that he had allowed of ſome Bulls from Kome. 

8, We come now to the times of ſeveral Kings, who found 
is point fo well ſettled, that there was not much need of their 
irring in.it, yet the ſame Juriſdidtion was exerciſed by them. 
Ay In Z#. 4. time, were ſeveral-Reſolutions of the } ges, exprelly Cole 5 Rep. 
> ofifallowing the Supremacy of the Pope in this , and con- Eccleſ: Caſe. f. 
irming the Kings. | | *3, 23s 34- 
A Statute makes it a Przmunire to purchaſe Bulls from Rome. 2 #. 4. c. 3. 
Another forbids the horrible Miſchiefs and damnable Cu- 6: #. 4. c. 1. 
omes of the Court of Rome, about compounding with the Popes 
1211 Chamber for Firſt-fraits. | | 
Another makes it a Przmunire for any to put in execution here 2 . 4.c. 6. 
he (ny Bulls for the diſcharge of Diſmes. 
the 1n his ſons time an Aft wakes it a Premunire for one by colour 2 #. 5. c. 5. 
2m Jof Proviſions from Rome, and Licences thereupon, 'to moleſt any 
Incumbent. "2. Chit | | 

In his time the Lands: of Religious houſes were in ſome dan- Martin Chron. 
Fer to be taken away, the King being Petitioned to ſuppreſs Þ 14% 
hem, as, Nurſeries of Tdleneſs, Gluttony, Leachery and- Pride, and 
hat their Revennes would bring yearly to the Kings Coffers 
200000 |. and alſo maintain 15 Earls, 1500 Knights, and above 
6900 men at Arms. | | 

But, by. the Policy and liberal offer of the Clergy, to ſ»pply 
the Kings occalions in furtherance of his Title to France,this'buſt- 
1j- Ineſs was diverted. v1) 

Io the minority of #7. 6. when the Commons had deny'd the King Sir Fs. Daris, 
id (= Subſidy, the Prelates gffered a large fupply for his Wm Rep. & $6. 
oh the 
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cn £393 
the AQ of Proviſion were repealed : But Humphrey Duke of Gle 
ceſter, who' not. long before had caſt the Popes Bull into the fire 
cauſed this motion to be denyed, as derogatory to the Kin 
Right and Supremacy. = 

In this Kings Reign it: was adjudged, that the Popes Excom 
nication is of no force in England, by the Common Law. .. . 

The ſucceeding Kings were not. fo aCtive in theſe matters, no 
was there ſo much-vccalion for it in their time, as in the Reign 
of their Predeceſlors. | | 

E. 4. was fall of trouble, yet we find mention of a reſolution i 
his time, that the/ Pope could not grant any Santtuary in England 
And that if one Spiritual Perſon did ſue another at Rome, where 
he might have Remedy here, he ſhould incurr a Premunire, 

Another Judgment was, that the Popes Excommunication wa 
of no force in England. | 

And when two Legates, one after another came into Enzland, 
they could not be admitted, till they had taken an Oath, to at- 
tempt morhing againſt the King and his Crown. _ 

R. 3. had a ſhort and unhappy Reign, after his wicked Uſurpa- 
tion, and was careful to pleaſe rhe Clergy; yet In his time it was 
reſolved, That a fudgment or Excommunication at Rome, did not 
prejudice any man here. | 

H. 7. was a prudent and wary man, not forward to diſoblige 
any party, eſpecially ſo great a one as the Clergy ;. yet in bis time 
divers Reſolutions paſſed to the ſanie effet as before, for the vin- 
dication of the Kings Supremacy, .. pre | 

The Judgesaffirmed, that the King is a mxt perfor, having both 
ſpiricual and temporal juriſdiftion in him. £” 

And that the King may diſpenſe with the Eccleſiaſtical Law for 
Pluralities, and for a Baſtard to be made Prieſt. Rs 

9. We are now come tothe great Wheel, which turned upſide 
down the whole courſe of Eccleliaſtical Aﬀairs ; King H.8. who 
not only reſumed abſolutely the whole ſpiricual Furiſdittion into his 
own hands, but totally aboliſhed the Supremacy of the Pope in 
England. 

he cauſe hereof ſome would attribute to his Coverouſneſs, but 
he was rather prodigal; and though none are more covetous than 
ſome prodigal men to get fuel for their flames, yet the humour 
of coverouſneſs was ſpent in his Father, and his own Education 
and PraCtice was otherwile. 

His diſpleaſure againſt the Pope about the buſineſs of Queen 


Katherine, and the precedent of Woolſey, added to his private 
grudge ; 
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grudge.; and Haughtineſs might put him upon this work, which 
he went through with, and that by Parkament, which he ſuffici- 
ently commanded. 

It chiefly began in the 24 year of his Reign, when an ACt was 24 A. 8.c, 2. 
made, which fully recites the Kings ſupreme Furiſdiftion both 
in Spiritual and Temporal matters, without Appeal to any 
foreign Princes or Potentates. ; 

It enaCts that all Cauſes determinadle by any ſpiritual Juriſdicti- 
on, ſhall be adjudged within the Kings Authority ; and it any pro- 
cure Appeals, Proceſs,&e. from Rome, he ſhall iucurrea Premunre. 

The next year an Act was made, wherein the Clergy acknow- , $ H.8.c 
ledged the Kings Supremacy, and that they are convened by his * © 
Writ: And no Canons to be of force without his aſſent ; which 
is enafted accordingly :. And that the King may aſflign 32 per- 
ſons to examine the Canons, and to continue ſach of them as they 
think fit, and to reſtrain the reſt. Appeals to Rome are forbid, 
and that Appeals from places exempt, and which were formerly 
to the Sea of Rome, ſhall for the future be to the King in Chan- 
cery ; which is a great aſlerting of the Kings Supremacy. 

Another ACt the ſame year declares, that the King may grant 25 H. 8. c.20, 
his Conge deſlier for Biſhops, and in default of Eleftion of them, 
the King may nominate the Biſhop by his Letters Patents, and 
they to be conſecrated here. 

Another ACt reciting the =_ Exattions for Diſpenſations, 25 /. 8. c.z1. 
Licences, &c. in derogation of the Imperial Crown and Autho- 
rity Royal, enaQts that none be had from: Rome, and gives power 
th to the King therein, which will be mentioned in another place. - 

The next Parliament unites to the Crown the title of Supreme 28 #7. 3. c. 1, 
Head of the Church, and all Juriſdiftions and Authorities thereto 


belonging. | 
le Another Att gives to the Kirig Fir/t-fruirs, as the Pope had them. 25 #. 8. c. 3. 
= Another ACt forbids Appcals ro Rome. 28 H.8, c. 7- 
is Another (lince repeal'd) makes it a Premunire to extoll or de- 23 X 8.c. 10. 
ins fend the Authority of the See of Rome : And Officers to be ſworn 

to renounce and reſiſt it. 
It Another ACt makes void Liceyſes and Indulgences from Rome, 28 H. 8. c. 15. 
ni and thoſe allowable to be confirmed under the Grear Seal. 
Ir In the 31 year of his Reign, an ACt gives him power to nomi- 31 #, 8. c 9. 
ni nate ſuch number of Biſhops, Biſhops Seas and Churches, and to 

cndow them with ſuch Poſleſſions as he will. 
_ Another A&t gives to the King all the reſt of the Monafteries not 
e diſſolved, and their Poſleſſions An ACt of as much negle@ of the 
: Romiſh Power, and of as much Supremacy in the King in marters 
| /piritual, as may beimagined, - + 
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W hich Supremacy was further exerciſed by this King, in' the 
Laws made for confirmation of the Romiſh Doctrine, and the Six 
Articles, upon which was great ſeverity, ſome being put to-death 
for aflirming the Popes Supremacy, others for denying his Do- 
Qrine, all at the ſame time. 

; 10. We come now to the ſuccecding Princes, 
| Edw.6. proceeded in ſpiritual matters, as to-the Dottrinal part, 
concerning which ſundry Acts of Parliament were made: One 
1 E,6-C. 12. makes it Treaſon to affirm, that the King is not, or that the Pope 
is, ſupream Head of the Church in England. 
2&3£. 6... An Att ordains the Book of Common Prayer. | 
J 3. & 12. 19. Another is about peyment of Tyrhes, prohibiting fleſh on Faſting 
| 2& 385.0 dayes; For payment of Tenths to the King, and Repeal: of Laws 


2, 3P. & uy, Abbey-Lands. And the Queen remitted Firſt-fruirs, and renoun- 
© 4 ced Eccleſraſtical Livings. 


j "$45. 6.c, againſt Marriage of Prieſts. Another takes away Popiſh Books and 
} 10. Images, repealed by Queen 4fary : Another gives Power to the 
| $&4£.6. C. King to name 32 perſons, to examine the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
of oy and to ſet forth ſuch as they think fit. 
1 $&6E.6.c. People are required to come to Church, the Common Prayer 
p L. 3. with ſome Alterations enatted, Faſting dayes to be obſerved, 
j $&6E.6. c. Prieſts Marriages lawfull. 
12. But all the good Laws made by this King, were repealed by 
! 1 36-2-5* his Siſter Queen Afary, and ſuch Service as was in the laſt year of 
Hen. $8. to be uſed : That ſhe may make Orders for governance 
| of Cathedral and Collegiate Churches. 
a Acts againſt Hereſie are revived, (but this was repealed 1 EL.c.1.) 
, Cardinal Pool diſpenſed with the Lay-mens poſlefiion, to retain 
| 


! Queen Elizabeth turned all about again, and by AC of Parlia- 

| ; " ment all foreign Juriſdictions ſpirirual are aboliſhed, the Statutes 
of H. 8. her Father, for this purpoſe, are revived. So are the 
Statutes of her Brother, 1 E.6. c. 1. and ſhe repeals- the Statute 
1&2 P. & AM. C. 6. 

And it is enaCted, that fuch Jursſaittons , par as lawfully 
were cxerciled before, ſhall be united to the Imperial Crown of 
this Realm. And the Queen hath power to aſhgn Commiſſioners 
in matters Eccleſiaſtical, and enaCts the Oath of Supremacy. The 

| ACt of 1 A. is repealed, and the Book of Common Prayer of 
| 5 & 6 E.6. C. 1. is eſtabliſhed. 

* _ 'Tis made Penal to maintain the Authority of the Sea of Rome, 

14 4+ the Oathof Supremacy to be taken, Faſting dayes to be obſerved. 

SE C1 TheBible and Common Prayer to be tranſlated and confirmed ; 

5:6 55 Bulls from Rome are prohibited, and reconciling to that Church, 

3 ard ringing in of Azgnus Dei, Pittures, Croſſes, &c. Made Freaſon 
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to withdraw any from our Religion to the Roniſh - F wes and Prieſts 23 El.c. 1. 

are to depart the Realm, and not return on pain of Treaſon, 27 El.C. 1. 
Next was a ſevere Law made againſt Sedirzous Seftaries,trequenting 35 E1.c. i. 

Conventicles on pretence of any exerciſe of Religion, contrary to 

the Queens Laws; and ſo.it muſt be, and whether this At be conti- 

nued or not, was queſtioned. King James procceded in the wayes 

of Queen Ehz. as to ſpiritual matters. That her Acts againſt Ro- , pc. 4. 

miſh Prieſts be put in Execution, but with favour upon Conformity. 

Sundry ACts were made in his time, touching faſin days, Prayer 1 74-28 
for delivery from the Gmr-powder Treaſon, for re g and difo- un Far "WY 
vering of Popiſh Recuſanrs, and againſt abſolving to the Church of 3 7. c. 4. 
Rome ;, and penalties for not coming to Church. In none of which 
the Kings power of Indulgence is Fn 3K or named. 

There 1s alſo an At of King Charles 1. for reforming abuſes on 
the Lords day, and to reſtrain ſending any beyond Sea to be popiſhly 
brought up, and others of like nature. 

In all theſe Princes Reigns, the writing to the }Biſhopsto abſolye 
Perſons Excommunicate, to certifie Loyalty of Marriage, | Baſtardy, 

&c. and-Prohibitionsto the Eccleſiaſtical Courts,were very-frequent, 
and teſtimonies of, —, comp with a quiet enjoyment of their Su- 


pream Spiritual Juriſdiction , which conſequently carries the Right 
of granting Induigeace in Spiritual matters along with it. 
ta & wiita cum 
That the right of granting Indulgences in Spiritual matters, Sacrdibs, 
ts in our Kjng. | _—_ ci 
a fe right is in the King of Englend, as he is a,mixt Perſon, Ca- Leber in ins 
pable-of Spiritval JuriſdiQion. libus ut in tem- 
This was affirmed by Judge Bryan in H. 7. time, and that the King Pralibus. 
is a mixt perſon, and wiited to the Prieſts of holy Church. oo fl. 


But the Canonifts ſay, that the King is not Supream in Spirituals, ,,;z,,. 
as he is in Temporals, and they labour much for their own, and Qued Rex mire 
their afters intereſt, to make it good. | Laicns & non 

Some Dottors affirm, . that a, King, is a mere lay perſon, and, not an F*!thafticns 
Eccleſiaſtical, or mixt Perſon, although he be awinred; and that 1 tens 
he cannot intermeddle with matters Spiritual, or with matters Tem- '7us, nec ſpiri- 
poral, which do concern the Church, tualibus, aut 

It is much for them to abridge a Kings Power in matters Tempo- *poraiibus 
ral, bur it is not the firſt time they have. made uſe of the Words mae 
in order to Spirituals, tothe prejudice of the Power of Princes. Nor ,, ; 
doth their opinion determinethe Laws of England, by which our King, piricaalie. 
hath this Juriſdiftion. F 2 The 
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The ſtories of other Kingdoms as well as of this, do manifeſt the 
exerciſe of Suapream Spiritual Juriſdition by Princes, and the Nor 
Cb/iante of the DoCftor ( though the King be anointed ) is no ſmall ob- 
jection 1n their way, carrying Teſtimony that Kings are mixer perſons. 

_ Eſpecially as it relates to our Kinz, whoſe Anointing is only ancient 
pr among the Princes of Chriſtendon:. 
S* ares Eccleſiz. TI Þe od Rhime of Robert of Glouceſter is miſtaken, which ſcirch of 
ſtical, Pe 57. Alur ed, 


Ca/thur 


« And he was King of England, of all that there come, 
ww. or 4noint- © That verſt thus yeled was of the Pope of Rome, 


Galfred Munith, For Gildas mentions the anointing of the ancient Britiſh Kin: ( al- 
L 9.C, 3+ though in a bad ſence, and the Monk of Malmesbury, the anoint- 
ing of Egbert before Alured. 
99 Forhapns ſpeechto the Iſraelites, That the Trees went to anoint them 
17353) a Kino, and that which is rendered, rhey went ro make Abimelech 
NS King; is in ſome Greek Copyes they went and anointed Abimelech ro 
1722 be Tos King. 
5225 8 This was about 200 years before the beginning of their Kingdom 
*7p3/212% in Saul, who- with his Succeffors were anointed : So alſo was rhe 


ene 4, King of Syja, Hazel, and Cyrus King of Perſia in the holy Prophe- 
Fas > cy 1s calledQhe Lords anointed, a frequent expreſſion of Kings in 


Tia. 45. 1 Scripture. 
Ceder Rodz ji> | meddle not With the Miracle, that the Holy Oyl, which was con- 
nim traft Keri- ſecrated in Moſes time, and uſed in rhis Vnttion, continued without 
ſosLyr a4 Ri:3- Jiminution until the Captivity, | 
But from thoſe Examples in the Holy Story, the Kings of Chriſten- 
dom took their cuſtom of being anomred. = 
Our Soveraign is anointed by the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. - The 
Emperors when they were Kings of France, were anointed by the 
Arch-biſhop of Rhemes, and as Emperors by the Arch-biſhop of Mentz, 
| Colen and Tiers, 
Ds. Hiillas, 1. But the Kings of France of the firſt line were not anointed, as their 
b. 0 7% Hiſtorian teſtifies; and in a ſecond place faith plainly and peremp- 
ws. gene 3 torily, There is no mention in our Antiquities of the anointing of che 
Net faifte as- Kings of the firſt line. 
cune mention ds T1 hough the Kings of Spair are anointed by the Arch-biſhop of To- 
ſecret nygt on- eds; The Kings of Denmark, ( he means of Sweden ) by the Arch- 
(toute Ros de biſhop of Upſal : The King of Poland by the Arch-biſhop of Gueſne : 
” premere Be The tings of Hungary by the Arch-biſhop of Srrigon : The Kings 
" of Navarre by the Biſhop of Damperime : yet none of them were anct- 
early anointed, but now are ; and this real Relation doth more pecu- 
liar and appropiate the Srare Spiritual to our King, 
Pozzizg,f.s6- And by it, he is more than alay man, he is a mixt perſon, having 
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Supream Eccleſiaſtical as well as civil Government. 
2. Nay, the King of England is not only a mixt Perſon, but in ſame 
ſence he may be termed a Spirirual Perſon, whereof the former Note 
of his being Anointed, and by Spiritual Perſons, is ſome Argnment. # 
"The uſe of Oyle, or Unction amongſt the Gentiles and Jews, cauſahon at 
whereby they would have even inanimate things Sacred, by pouring Baron. Annel. 
Oyl on them, may be omitted. All hold the Anointing of Kings, to *xaat. 14. An. 
cifference them from Lay perſons, and that it put a kind of Sacred- 3% N4n% 25+ 
eſs upon them, as making them Spiriexal perſons. 
Hence the French word for it is ( ſacree ) as it were a canſecra- 
tion or dedication of the King above all others, to the Service of 
God in Spiritual matters. | 
That Kings anointed with holy Oyle, . are capable of ſpiritual Furtſ. Rtgts ſanto * 


diction, was. a ſentenc ed to our King in the time of E. 3, Peep a 


and to his Predeceſl ceſlors. riſtiftionis ca- 
And Guimer in his =—_ the Pragmatical Santtion of France, paces. 
is peremptory, that anointed Kings are not meerly lay Perſons. 33 E, 3. tit. - 


And he adds, that from thence it is, that the Kings of England 9/4 4+ Roy. 
do beſtow Benefices. may Revd he 
The anointed King David puts Prophets and anointed Perſons to- je; jnunzti, non 


gether ; 7 ouch not mine anointed, and do my Prophets no harm and ſunt mere Laici, 


{ Chriſts Miniſters are frequently ſtiled Gods anointed. Plal. 105. 15+ 


If our King ( as undoubtedly he is ) be a ſpiritual Perſon, it is not * ©: *+ 
improper for him to grant :dxlgence in matters Spiritual. 
The Kings of 1ſracl took themſelves to be ſpiritual Perſons, and 
and to have ſpiritual Juriſdiftion, as the Judgment and Actions of 
Moſes, Joſhua, the Judges, and their Kings do ſhow. 
The excellent and Pious Sermons and Exhortations made by Mo- 
ſes, Joſhua, Samuel, David, Solomon, Hezekzah, Fehoſhaphat and others, 
do teſtifie their being Spiritual Perſons. RE 
So doth that paſſage of our firſt Chriſtian King Lucivs, that he A#tiquit. Bri- 
laboured the Propagation of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and that having tranſ- *®*P- ©: 
ported an Army into France, whilſt his Captains were imployed Dun Duces ſai 
about the buſineſs of the War, he himſelf was diligent in Preaching *#ica trafta* 
of the Goſpel. | rods. --p Ae 
Our laſt Saxon King Edward gained the title of Confeſſor. cando affiduas. 
And who ſo reads the Book of our late King Charles the firſt, will jaic. 
find that he had admirable Endowments in Spiritual as well as Tempo- 
ral things. 
Though it be not- a perſonal Duty in a Prince ro Preach, yet he is 
truſted to promote the Goſpel as a principal part of his Daty ; 2nd 
for a Prince to Preach is no ſtrange thing, nor any diſparagement, 
the great Solomon is called the Preacher ;, and they may Preach if they 
pleaſe, which is an argument of their. being Spiricual Perſons, m=y 
Than. 
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25 H. 8. C- 21. 
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that of their fitneſs to give Indulgence in Spiritual matters. 
' 3+ If our King were not to be taken as a Spiritual Perſon, he . 
could not ſo properly be Head of the Church in England ; which by no 
eur Law he is, and therefore the more capable and fit to grant Indul- 
gence in Spiritual Matters. ; a d 

The Pallages before in part remembred, of the aftings of our Ke: 
elder and later Kings, do ſufficiently evince them to have been Heads Pa: 
of the Engliſh Church. An ACt as ancient as R. 2. time, declares that 
the Crown of England hath been ſo free at all rimes, that it hath been 
in no earthly ſubjcttion, but immediately ſubjett 10 God mm all things. H. 8, 
ſettling this.Supremacy in himſelf and his Succeſſors, by the Att in 
the 24" year of his Reign, recites, that by authentick Hiſtories and 
Chronicles it appears, that this Realm is an Empire, and fo hath been & 
accepted in the World ; governed by ead and King, 
unto whom the Spiritualty and Ti and owen to 
bear ( next under God ) a natural and ence.” 

In-the next year an ACt prayes thus, In regard your Majeſty is ſu- 
pream Head of the Church, which the Convocation hath recogmſed, that 
it may be enaQted, Cc. 

Another ACt ſeutles it more expreſly, which recites, That although 
the King rightfully 1s, and ought to be ſupream Head of the Church of 
England, and ſo is recognized by the C in their Convocation ;, yet 
for confirmation thereof, and increaſe of Virtue, and to extirpate 
Errors and Hereſies, it enafts, That the King ſhall be taken and 
reputed the only Supream Head in Earth of the Church of England : And 
ſhall have and enjoy, annexed and united unto the Imperial Crown 
of this Realm, as well the Title and Stile thereof, as all Honours, 
Dignities, Preheminencies, Juriſdiftions, Priviledges and Immuni- 
ties to the ſaid Dignity of Supream Head belonging. 

In his Sons time it was enaCted to be High Treaſon, to affirm that 
the King is not, or ought not to be Supream Head in Earth of the 
Church in England, immediately under God ; or that the Biſhop of 
Rome, or any other than the King of England, is, or onght to be 
by the Laws of God, Supream Head of the ſame Church. 

This Title was challenged by the Pope over all the Churches of 
Chriſtendome, but the ſeveral AQts of Parliament declare it to have 
been, and to be the right of our Kings. 

And if it ever did belong to any Spiritual Juriſdiction, to grant In- 
dulgence in Spiritual Matters, it is by theſe ACts given to the King. 

The Pope, when he claimed the Title, did give Indulgence in 
greater matters; therefore'it may be allowed to our Kings, under 
this Title, to grant Indulgence to ſome of their Snbjefts, Dsſſenters, 
as to ſome minuter matters of Religion, as Forms or Ceremonies | 
in Church Diſcipline, &c. 

4. We 
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4. We may examine from the ground of Reaſon, whether it be 

not fit that this Right ſhould be in the King, 
When a {uddain Tumuirt and InſurreCtion hath broke forth into 
a dangerous Rebellion,the King hath in that exigency granted ſome 
emporal Indulgences, Manumiſſions, and other Immunities and 
Pardons, which at another time he would not grant ; yet this in 
eaſon and conſequence hath been approved a violent Storm, being 
hereby avoided and appeaſed, and danger to the King and King- 
lom prevented : May 1t not fail out upon the like grounds of rea- 
0n, that the King ( who is the publique Sentinel ) forſeeing any 
empelt or Danger, or the decay of the Trade, Wealh or Strength 
df the Kingdom, may thereupon, and to prevent it, grant Indul- 
ence to his Subjects in Spiritual Matters. 

If this Power ſhould be denyed him, it cannot in reaſon be ex- 
pected that he ſhould be ſo well furniſhed without it as he ſhould 
de, to prevent a common Miſchief or Danger. 

Biſhop Taylor hath a Rational as well as Theological Diſcourſe on Biſhop Taylor's 
his Subject : It is, ſaith he, a great fault, that men will call the 50k of the Li- 
»veral Sects of Chriſtians by the name of ſeveral Religions. wel, iq 

All the Sects, and all the Pretences of Chriſtians, are but ſeveral 9,55" 
pecies of Chriſtianity, if they do but ſerve the great End ; as eve- : 
y man for his own Sect and Intereſt believeth for his ſhare he does. 

In reaſon, the Prince is to Order and Indulge fuch of them as he 
hinks fit, the better to ſerve his great end. 

To Tolerate, is not to- Perſecute ;, and the Queſtion, Whether 
1e Prince ORE divers Perſwalſions, Ar no _ than whe- 

2 he may lanfully Perſecute any man, for not bet s Opinion ? 

If he ought not ia Juſtice doe Reaſon to do this, it follows in rea- 
on, that he have a Power to Indulge them. | 

The Prince is juſt to Tolerate —_— of Perſwaſions, as he is 
d Tolerate publique Actions; for no Opinion is F«dicable, nor 
d Perſon Pxniſhable but for a ſin. = 

If the Non-conformity be »o Sin, it is reaſon that it be Indulged ; 

id in reaſon, none is ſo fit as the Prince to give this Indulgence. 

And it is not only lawfwl to Tolerate dilagreeing Perſwaſlions, 
it the Authority of God only is competent to take norice of #r, and 
afallible to determine it, and fit to judge. 

And therefore no humane Authority is ſufficient to do all theſe 

hings, which can jaltifie the inflifting of temporal Pnniſhments up- 
n ſuch as do not Conform in their Perſwalions, to a Rule or Au- 
bority which is not only fallible, but ſuppoled by the diſagreeing 
crions to be attaally deverved. 

But I conſider, ( ſaith-the Biſhop ) that in the Toleration of a 
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different Opinion, Religion is not properly and immediately con- 
cerned, ſo as in any degree to be indangered. 

Terwlin2d Jr. js alſo a part of Chriſtian Religion, that the Liberty of mens 

Scapu'. #®2% Co»ſciences ſhould be preſerved, in all things where God hath not 

poi = 34214” ſet a limit and made a reſtraint z that the Soul of man ſhould be 

colque quad 38 free, and acknowledge no Maſter but Chriſt Jeſus ; that matters 
raverit colrre, Spiritual ſhould not be reltrained by Puniſhments Corporal. 

ſed nec Religio-- Thuanus wiſely obſerves, That if you Perſecure Hereticks or Diſ- 

nes of 42" crepants, they Unite themſelves as to a common defence ; if you Per- 

ſac ſpoue de mit and Indulge them, they 4iv1de themſelves upon private Intereſt ; 
bit noni. and the rather if this Intereſt was an ingredient of rhe Opinion : 

Heretici q4i p4- the reaſon therefore is much the ſtronger for this Indulgence, 

ce 4412 ſi4- In Caſes where there is no fin, nor diſturbance of the publique 

—_ _ Peace, it is not only lawful to permit, but — that Princes and 

Contra Remp. all in Authority ſhould not Perſecute diſcrepant Opinions. 

Dextra preci- «5, That this right of granting Indulgence is in the King, ſeems 

pat capit Indul- 21fo to be warranted from the Common Law of England. 

Aheits otfay Te Statute before cited, recites, that by aurbenrique Hiſtories and 

{cvaqu Bells Chronicles, it appears, that this Realm is a» Empire, and both Spi- 

parit. ritualty and Temporalty ſubject to it, and that the King is Supream 

24 1.8. Head thereof. 

This being ſo by the Common Law, He as ſupream Head may grant 
any Indulgence or Diſpenſation where the Law doth not forbid the 
ſame. And | know no Law which forbids the Kings granting of In- 
dulgence in this Caſe. 

4H3- _ Inthetimeof K. Her. 3. and ſince, Prohibitions were frequent,and 

7 H.3. probibib. granted as the Kings right by the Common Law. So was the Wri- 

= = Somay . , , 

probizie. x 5.22. (10g in the Kings Name to the Biſhop, toabſolve a perſon Excommu- 

Cob. 5. Rip» Nicate, and tocertifie Loyalty of Marriage, Baſtardy, ard the like. 

Eccirs Caſe, If in theſe Spiritual matters, the King by the Common Law mighr 

fol. 1. indulge, as to abſolve a perſon Excommunicate,.and the like, he 

may upon as ſtrong Reaſon of the Law give Indulgence in the mar- 
ters now delired. | 

We find alſo in the Annals of our Law, Reſolutions that the King 
may exempt any Eccleſiaſtical perſon trom the JurildiCtion of the Ord; 
nary, and may grant to him Epiſcopal Juriidiftion and Exemption ; 
this was nothing elſe but an Indulgence granted by the King, and 
| that from the grounds of the Common Law. 

21» #.7.f. 12. | By the Common Law the King may diſpenſe with Eceleſiaft ical 
Law, for Pluralirics, and for a Baſtard to be made a Prieſt ; by the 
ſame ground of Law he may grant the Diſpenſation and Indulgence 
which is now defired. 


17 E. 2. 24. 


A Diſpenſation, or a Non Obſtante, is nothing elſe but an Indul-| 


gence in that perticular<ale, according to the Canon Law. 
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And it was the Reſolution of all the Judges of England, i { y 
King 7ames, That the King, upon any & e i in = _ Aro 4 of _ hop 
place, perſon, &c. may grant a Non Obſtante to diſpenſe with 2 a icula nal Lows 
= uu he ſhall not incurre the penalty of a Stature 3 and this EE 16, 37. 
s of Law. 
Another Reſolution was by divers of the Judges ; Th 
don an Indiftment upon the Statute of 5 Eha nd a - = «gp Lanny gt y- 
__ _ give a _— to one to excrcile a Trade, for all his Life-time | _ the — cx 
_— c rr 5 gY cn an Apprentice to it, becaule it is not malum in /e, but go... 
Upon the ſame Reaſon and ground of Law, the Ki : 
of Indulgence in ſpiritual matters, as well as in ſe 8 _ com Ky. {.22. 
ters, m"— when the Indulgence is not deſired for any thin po al Mat- p;/,:1ſ2tio 
= in ſe, _ only; perhaps, Bonum probibitum. «i Gas Wii 
t is agreed for Law in another Caſe, in our Books : 3 
ven power to the King, that of right he may dif] penſe wha —_— h A pee pron 
becauſe of the impoſlibility of foreſeeing all particulars which may fall Vis [, propter 
And that a Diſpenſation is a provident relaxation, or Indulgence f RT Fa 
_ evil _ pr ers of profit or neceſlity. -- + rider de 
e right todo this, being by our Law in the Kin "hin 04 
the ſame right of the King, his granting of Ind algence in —_ tual WT * 
By theold Law, noLord, or Knight could go beyond Sea — h * Diſpenſatio 
_—_— —— wry of valiant men. ? e thereby of provida 
et in that Caſe the King might by the Common Law ; is 
Indulgence to any L » rant Zoconce, or [ bfade- 
venſe with that _ rd, or Knight, or other, to go beyond Sea, and diſ- ns up 
But I am not ar uing at the Bar, a point of Law i T ceſſcare 
can meet with forie; only mention L. few, to the 6F + ogg , Rs 
/on of the Law, and the g—_ to our preſent purpoſe, may = 1 ns 
rer apprehended: I ſhall t ercfore forbear to cite more and br my ih 263, 
this one general ground of our Common Law, the wiſdom whereof hath pn 
thought fir, that ACts of Grace and Favour ſhould be in the Righr of the fm pt 
to be diſpenſed by him, for the more obliging of his SubjeCts Ss the gi Cv _ Com- 
_ affections to him, ; IIs —_— 
| Hence it Is, that the granting of Exemptions, Licences ; 121 
tions, Non-obſtante's, and the like Adts 0 Grace, are left van Po gr 
are in his right to grant or deny them, as he ſhall judge fir, Soir is if” fon 
be convicted of Felony, or Treaſon, and hath judgment of Death rb an 
him by the Law, he 1s to ſuffer Death ; yet the Law gives the —_ = 
Right to the King, that he may #d#{gethis condemned perſon, ard give him 
pardon for his li c, which is every dayes experience. And man 7 erm —_ q 
have taſted the fruits of his Majeſties Grace and Clemency herein: Ard TTY : 
Common Law gives this Right of Indulgence for Life to the King, it ow l 
hard to deny fs him in Spiritual matters, for not coming to Church = the like. 
* 6, That this right was 1n the King by the Common Law and rode of 
it, may appear from many both ancient and later Precedent: ; ſore whereof, 
G / 
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and firft before the time of 47, 1, will be remembred in their order. 
Sir Jobs It js o>lerved, that 2s under the Temoral Monarchy of Rome, Britain was 
| D::i,R9- one of the 1:/? Provinces that was won, and one of the f:r/r that was loſt again ; 
Cat 1: {9 under the ſpiritual Monzrchy of the Pope, En7land was one of the [2 Coun- 
22" treysof Chriſtendom that received this Yoak, and one of the fir# that did re- 
1 bh jc, and caſt it off again. 

Thar the Sea of Rome, before 3V. 1.5 time, had no Juriſdition in England, 
neither in the time of the Britrans, nor of the Saxons ( as appears by the paſ- 
ſages of Pelagins, and Colman an 1rihh Saint, and divers others in our ltory, ) 
bur that the Kings then exerciſed Supream Spiritual Juriſdittion, appears in 
part by what hath heen before noted out of our ſtories. 

Fo. Trev. [t will not be ſuppoſed ancaſic thing, at ſo great adiſtance of time, and after 
Maimesr. ſo many Revolutions and injuriesof accidents, to find particular apr precedents 
_— for that which is our preſent argument ; yet there ſeemeth to have been ſome 
qi #4: even in thoſe timesnot im pertinent to our purpoſe. In the Reign of the Britiſh 
Mar, Park. King Arviragus, inthe 63 year after the birth of our Saviour, it is related, 
er, p- 34+ that Joſeph of Arimarhea,and cleven more of Philip-Diſciples,arrived in Brirran, 
| and preached the name of Chriſt unto the Brittans, who were then Pagans. 

This new DoCtrine and Religion wholly contrary to Pagamiſme,and tending 
tothe ſabverlion of char whereof the Brirtans were ſo blindly zealous, yet tho 
they could hardly be perſwaded to change the Traditions of their Fathers, ne- 
verthelefs they were ſo far from periecuting of theſe Non-conformiſts tothe 
old Relioion, that they freely permitted them to preach, and to initru@t the 
people in this new DoCtrineand Worſhip, though wholly different from their 
own Profeſſion. 

And the King did fo far grant Indulgence to them, and to all that would 
hear them ; that every one had the liberty of his own Conſcience indulged to 
them. 

And becauſe theſe Preachers came from far, and that their lives were full of 
Modefty and 1Meekneſs, and that they inſtrufted the people in pious things ; the 
King tor their maintinance, granted to them the Iſle of Glaſſenbury ;, cach one 
ot theſe Non-conformiſts having an hide of Land given to him, and they twelve 
in number, they are called the rwelve Hides of Glaſſenbury to this day. 

You ſce the Pagas were ſo far from perſccuting them, or taking any thing 
M from them, as they gave them a livelyhood. 

This Indulgence and grant was confirmed by many of the Saxon Kings their 
Succellors. . 

When Pagans and Damianzs preached the Goſpel of Chriſt to the Britrans, 
King Lecizs tot only gave them Indulgence, though their DoCtrine and Reli- 
gion wzs lo contrary to Heatheniſme then protelied here, but both the King 
and his People became Non-conformiſts to their old Pagan Worſhip,and embraced 
the true Faith of Chrilt, 

How much longer might that bleſſed Truth have been hid from our eyes, 


. 


x and that gloriqus Light of the Sn of Righteouſneſs have been obſcured from our 


. eyes, had it not been for granting Indulgence to the preaching of it? ſurewe 
ouzhrt to have the better opiaion of Indulgence, lince Chrillianity was in 


a L1G. 
we duccd by it. "Ba 
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_ Soit was when Auguſtin the Monk preached to the Sax99s, had he not been 
indulged to preach, and the people to hear, our Sxx92 Ancefors had not 
been converted to the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus. 

The Chriſtian Saxon, King Kenulphe,by the Counfel of his Biſhops and Sena- S:-nford 
tors, did grant to the Abbey of Abingdon, certain Lands wich an expreſs clauſe 3 © 38 
of Indulgence contained in the grant : That the Abbot and his Succeſſors ſhould 4 jew 
be free tor. ever from all Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion, and that the Tenants and In- - bl 2 
habitants ſhould nor be depreſſed by the yoal.of any Biſhop or his Officials, but in all Cobe y 
things ſhould ſubmit to the Decrees of the Abbot. And although this were done by £7. E*cl 
the Councel of his Biſhops and Senators, that doth nor impeach, but rather ©" al 
_ the Kings R:ght to do it, by their Judgments that it ſhould be done by eters 

im. _ rein þ 

In the Laws of King Alured, he grants Indulgences and Immunities for the pen of 
Clergy themſelves. quietns, 1 

And when Gregory ſent Augu##in the Monk and his Companions, to convert ** _"_ 
the Saxons, they ayed in the Iſle of T hanet, till the ings leaſure were know n, dr 
and whether he would grant them Indulgence to ene their Religion herc, 120 inde 
and inſtrut otherstherein; which the King ( althongh it were ſufficiently 4:77ematr 


different from the Religion then profeſſed by the Heathen Saxon: ) did grant 7 


unto theſe _ ers, and encouraged them fo far, that at length they became _ _ 
of their perſwaſion. Biek : 


The Application-may be thns far proper, That if Pagans gave ſo much In- #1, p- 45 
dulgence to Chriſtians, it would ill beſcem Chriſtians not to give the like to 5? + 1 
one another. C. 25. 

7. Some Precedents in the time of I/, 1. and after, down unto our own me- £44745, 
morics, may be candy 1 order remembred. | _ 15 
W. 1. granted a full Indulgence by his Charter of Exemption unto Barrel- At. 
Abbey, that they ſhould be under no Furiſaittion of the Biſhop : P And it was an lo- _ Im; 


dulgence to the Free-bold:rs, when he divided the Biſhops Court from the Hun- 5 Rep.f.10 


dred Court, which before that ſate both together. Mat-Pari 
So was his appropriating of Churches withour Cure to Eccleſiaſtical Per- 2 1115 
ſons; The like exemption and Indulgence is granted by his Charter to the he's 
Abbey of Reading. > __ 
H. t. granted an Indulgence by his Charter to the Abhey of Reading, and Roger Hc 
ſaith, he doth it as well in regard of Eccleſiaſtical as Repal Power. venden, f. 
H. 2. granted an Indulgence to his people, That noxe of the Popes Decrees 495- 
ſhould be executed here, nor any of his Bulls of Excommunication. Not.in Ex 


X He did the like to his Clergy of Normandy, in the Exemptions he granted to rr p.1 
em. 

It was a great Indul ence, which King 7ohn granted to William Marſhal, to ; a 
have the Donation 0 the Paſtoral Sraffe of the Abbey of Nurlege, in 14.4arſa 
H. 3. exercited this Right of Indulgence, when he forbad that men ſhovid * Ws Be 
not be drawn in Plea ont of the Realm. re 
E. 1. indulged whom he pleaſed to go to Rome, and indulzcd his Peop! 
againſt the Proviſions of the Pope. WF , - gg 
ln E.2.time,as frequently before and ſince, were Prohibitions to the ſpiritual 5: 

G 2 | Courts, 
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Courts, and Indulzences and Licenſes graiited by the King in caſes of Plura- 
lities, and Diſpcu{tions of ſeveral Natures, upon the ſame reaſon and ground 


of Law as the preſcat Indulgence is defired. 

in our Law Annals of E, 3. is a Reſolution, that the King may exempt any 
Eccleſialtical Perſon from the Juriſdiftion of the O-dinary, and may grant 
him Epiſcopal Juriſdition, and thit this King did fo to the religious Hou- 
ics founded by him. 

An AQt of as high exerciſe of the right of Indulgence in Spiritual matters 
25 may be. | 

And indeed, all Monaſterics and religious Houſes in England and elſewhere, 
cre teſtimonies of this rizht of Indulgence in the King ; tor they all enjoyed 
ſuch Exemption, the fruits of that Right, and yet the Spiritual Judges did 
not think themſelves injured thereby. 

The Precedents in AR. 2. H. 4.and H. 5. time, as to the like Exemptions, 
2nd granting of Licences, diſpenſing with the then received Law in matters 
Spiritual, are obvious in our Records. 

The likeare in H. 6. time, when it was adjudged that the Popes Excommn- 
nication was of no force, and his Subjects were much Indulged againſt them. 

This right of the King was alſo aſſerted by that Judgment in his time, That 
the King anly may grant a Licenſe to found a Spiritual Incorporation. 

King E. 4. granted the like Exemptions, Diſpenſations and Licenſes in ipi- 
ritual Matters, as his Predeceſſors had done. 

So did #. 7. and in his time the Judges reſolved, That the King might difſ- 
pence with the Eccleſiaſtical Law for Pluralities, and for a Baltard to be 
mede a Prieſt, as hath been remembred. 

King #. 8. not only exerciſed this ripht himſelf, but aboliſhed a!l pretence 
and praQice thereof by the Biſkop of Rome, as h-th been mcntioned ; anci pro- 
cured this to be done,and his own r42hr to be acknowledged,by the Parliament. 

E. 6. and his Siſter Queen Aary excrciſcd the ſ:me right, only Qaeen 
Mary advanced that which her Father and Brother h:d aboliſhed. 

Queen Elizabeth followed the Precedent of her Brother, and in the —_ 
ning of her Reizn, when there was a ſcarcicy of Mini/ters that would conform 
to the Reformation, and it was difficult to get Preachers after that way, the 
Queen took u7on her to give Licenſe and Indulgence ro Lay-men to Preach 
publiquely, although they were not in Orders. 

And I have been particularly and credibly informed of a Gentlcman in Gx- 
ford-ſtire, who being High Sheriff of that County about 1 Eliz. whoſe Grand- 
Child at the writing hereof was the worthy High Sheriff there, That the Grand- 
father by ſpecial Licenſe from the Qn:en, being a Gentleman of Parrs and 
Learning, Cid himſclf Preach publiquely to the Jadves at the Aſſizes, when he 
was High Sheriff: Nor would the like be more a crime now than it was in 
thoſe dayes, if there were the ſame neceſliry ; but Bleſſed be God we are 
more plenteouily furniſhr. 

We may now look npon ſome Precedents of onr own time, ſuch as many 
yet 2live may remembcr ; in the times of the late K. James, K. Charles 1. &c. 

In King James his time, it was Reſolyed by the Judges, That all Proceedings 
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in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts Ex Offcto, are for the King; for which reaſon, 2 7c. 2 
whatſoever the Suit there be, the King may Pardon it, for thoſe Suits are on- 77: Hall's 
ly to Convitt or Puniſh the Party, for the Offence or £aule which the King (1. TP 
may Pardon, and not for the perticular Intereſt of the party. f. 51, 

This Precedent and Reſolution ſeems much to teſtifie the Kings Righr of In- 
aulgerce to any of his Sabjets, whoſe Opinions in ſome Cerenrmizs, or other 
matters of D:/cipline, are different from the Opinions of their Magiitrares, to 
which in tenderneſs of Conſcience they cannot conform ; and for their Non- 
conformity are Puniſhable by the Spirerial Fndges, ( as they are termed ) and 
by other Officers, for the Corre@ion of thar fault ; and this the Judges Re- 
{olved, that the King might Pardon. And for the King to grant an /n4ulvence 
in theſe matters, is no other bnt a Pardon of the Offence in them, and the 
particular Intereſt of no Mam is concerned to hinder this Pardon or Icdul- 
gence : And therefore by this, and divers Precedents purſuant to this Reſo- 
lution, the Kings right of giving this Indulgence is affirmed. 

Another Precedent in King Fames and King Charles 1. time, ſeems to me 
to have a great reſemblance, it not to be the ſame with the Indulgence now dif- 
courſed of, and therefore [ ſhall be the more particular in the recital of ir. 

it pleaſed thoſe Kings in their Clemency and Wiſdom, by their Letters 
Patents under the great Seal of England, to grant to divers perſons of the 
French and Dxtch Nations, Proteſtants then reviding Enzland, this Liberty and 
Indulgence ; That they in diſtin Congregations by themſelves, and in pub- _ 
lique Churches or other Places, might meet and exerciſe the Reformed Re- 
ligion and Worſhip of God, in ſuch Order, and according to ſuch Forms, 
and with ſuch Ceremomes as were, or ſhould be arreed pon among themſelves ; 
and after the Rites and Uſages of their particular y, nr and Congregations, 
without Conformins to the Order and Ceremonies of the Church of England. 

This Indulgence and Liberty was injoyed by them all the time of King 
Fames, aftcr the grant of it. 

And under his Son King Charles r. it was continued and enjoyed alſo by 
them, and they were nat compelled to come to any Pariſh Church, or other 
place than their own particular Congregations and Aſſemblies : Nor were 
they at all queſtioned for the breach of any Law of Conformity ; but this In. 
dulgence of the I wholly fre: them from Penaltics of thoſe Laws, or 
moleſtation in the different Exerciſe of their Religion. 

The Parliament ſo far declared their Judgment, that this right of Indul- 
gence was in the King, that it was one of their ObjeCtions agaialt the late - 
Arch-Biſhop Thar he endeavoured to diſturb theſe Diſſenting Proteſt ants in 
their enjoyment of this Indulgence, and to have it taken away from them. 

The Arch-Biſhop anſwered, That the reaſon of his ſo doing, was becauſe 
the firſt Indulgence being granted to Forreigners and Strazgers, who fled hither 
from Perſecution, and as to a SanCtuary to preſerve the Liberty of their Con- 
ſciences in the Reformed Religion, and therefore it was fit and charitable to 
afford them ſuch Proteftion ind Indulgence. 

But that thoſe who enjoyed it at preſent, were not ſuch perſecuted People, 


who fled hither for their Rcligion, but were the Children and Poſterity of thoſe; 
anc 
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(49) | : 
and were now become Natives and Denizens of England ; and therefore ought 
to yield thz ſame conformity to the Laws as others of the Kings Subjects did, 
and for that reaſon, in regard of their Non-conformity, he ſaid he moved 


his Majeſty to take away that Indulgence from them. 


But this Anſwer was not approved, the King thought fit to continue his 
Grace and Favour to theſe Sons of Strangers, and to preſerve his own right 
in granting and confirming this Indulgence. ; 

The Arch-Biſhop acknowledged this Right to be in the King, by moving 
him to take it away ; and the Parliament acknowledged it to be in the King, 
by their not being ſatisfied with the Arch-Biſhops anſwer to their Charge 
about it, and by their Proceedings in it. | 

And the confirmation and continuance of this Indulgence in Spiritual mat- 
ters to the Children of thoſe Strangers, now become Natives of this King- 
dom, which they juſtly and deſervedly enjoy to this day, under the Good- 
neſs and Favour of our preſent Gracious Sovereign, is no ſlender Argument 
of his Majeſtics Right to grant the ſame, and to grant the like Indulgence to 
any other of his Loyal SubjeQts. 

Another Precedent in our time, is upon ſeveral ACts of Parliament in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth and King James, by which all Jeſuits and Romiſh 
Prieſts are prohibited from coming into this Realm, upon Pain of High Trca- 
ſon; and Rewards are given to thoſe who ſhall diſcover them here, aad For- 
feitures for ſaying or hearing of Maſs. And in theſe Statutes nothing is 
mentioned or reſerved as to the Kings right of Diſpenſing with them, or 
granting Indulgence upon them. 

Neverthcleſs we all know, that in our time all along, upon Reaſons of State, 
for publique Service and Occaſions, and' upon ContraCts of Marriage by our 
Kings with Forrcign Princes, upon great A&vice and publique Treaties, it 
was thought fit and lawful, that our Kings ſhould grant Indulgence to ſuch 


Romiſh Priejts, and ſuch a Number of them as was agreed and held expedient | 


for attendance in the Courts of their Koyal Conſorts. 

And alchough nothing thereof is mentioned in thoſe Statutes, yet no queſti- 
on hath been made upon the Kings right of Indulgence on this occalion, but 
the ſame remains undiſputed and acknowledged. 

And ſurely, upon the ſame grounds of Reaſon and Law, by which our Kings 
have and excrcite this right of granting Indulgence to the Chaplains and 
Servents of our Queens, though Romiſh Prieſts and Englif-men, and no 


reſervation thereof in thoſe As of Parliament, ( but this right taken as 1n- 


herent in the Crown, ) our King may likewiſe owe Indulgence to any other 
of his Subjets, differing in ſmaller matters of Religion, 

There will be no necd to mention the Precedents 1n our time, of the late 
Kings Order, That no Children of any of the Nobility ſhould be Aarrycd, 
without a particular Licenſe from the King ; which he granted, and ſowe- 
times permitted the Arch-Biihop to grant. 

Nor of the Kings granting of Licenſes or Indulgences under the Great 
Seal, to Perſons and their Heirs to Ear Fleſh on Faſting-dayes, and in Lent ; 
2Khough in the Statute 5 El, no reſervation or mention is of the Kings 
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Power to grant any ſuch Indulgence, but he doth it by Vertue of his S«- 
pream Rizht in matters Spiritual. 

That one precedent of the Indulgence granted and continued to thoſe of tis. 
French and Dutch Proteltant Congregations, is a very full teſtimony and ac- 
knowledgment of this right to be in the King, and that when he pleaſeth he 
may extend and grant the like to any other of his Native and faithfull Sub- 

. & jcts of this Kingdom. 

9. Not only precedents of elder and later, and of our own time, do affirm 
this right to be in the King, but it ſcems alſo warrantcd to be in him by ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament : We may look as high as the time of E. rt. in the Statute 1 E. & 
of Carliſle, forbidding the Proviſions of the Pole. without the Kings Licence : © 3% 


_ & If thea he might grant that Indulgence, more ſtrongly he may do it now. 

h The Statutes of premwnre doe highly aſlerc the Kings right, as do thoſe of 

- | Provilions, and are before in part mentioned. | ” 
R To come to thoſe which ſeem nearer our matter : By the Statute of 25 4.8. "Y 


7 itis enated, That Appeals from places exempt, which were to the See of Rome, ſhall' 25 H. 8. * 
e | bero the King in Chancery, which aſſerts his right in thoſe matters 4 fortiori, © 15+ _». + 
1 | in granting the Indulgence now deſired. 1 
bh By the Statute in the 26 year of this King, it is enafted, That the King may 
order, &s. as by any ſpiritual Authority or Juriſdſttion, ought or may law- 
s | fully be Ordered, &c. 5 ed 
C If then it did or doth- belong toany ſpiritual Juriſdition to grant Indul--. 
gence in ſpiritual matters, it is by theſe Statutes given unto the King. 
But the Pope praCtiſed to grant Indulgences in greater matters than any 
| upon earth, even to the Pardon of ſins, and freeing Souls out of Purgatory, 
r | (which will not be taken as a precedent.) | 
hi And as the Law of the Church was before this Statute taken, he might 
it | lawfully grant Indulgence in any ſpiritual matters whatſoever, and: indulge any 
Non- conformity. 
i_| Ir therefore follows, that by this A, the King hath the ſame right, and* 
it | may lawfully order and grant Indulgence in the matters for which the ſame 
is now deſired. 
2s} By the Statute 28 H.8. is recited, That the Biſhop of Rome, for profit'28 . 8. 
«4 I uſed to grant to the Kings Subjects divers Authorities, Faculties, Licenſes, In- C. 15.) 
dulgences, &c. And it enacts, that all Diſpenſations from the Sea of Rome, ſhall. 
be voyd, and that the effefts and contents of Bulls, Faculties, &c. purchaſed. 
of the Sca of Rome, which ſhall. be allowable, ſhall be confirmed under the: 
Great Seal. ; 
By the Judgment of this Parliament, this right of Indulgence was declared. 
4 | and cnaQted t9 be in the King : And that ſuch Indulgences,&c.as were neceſſa- 
"Fry and allowable for the people to have, (whereof the King was Judge) ſhould. 
in the effect. of them be pallcd under the Great Seal, that is, by the King, 
whoſe Warrant to the Chancellor doth authorize him to paſs a Grant under 


the Great Seal accordingly. _ Ns 
"| The Statute of 1 E/. reeites that in H, 8. time, divers good Laws, were made for the extin.. * = ©» - 
BS puiſhment of all uſurped and forreigz Powers, 434 Authorities, and for the reſtoring and uniting ro 


cr mp Inpena! Crows of this Realm, the ancient Z«ri/4ition rherero belonging; by reaſoa wher=of 
—_—— 
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the Subzeds ever ſince exyzoyed good order, and were diſburthened of the intollerable Charges 


and Vexarions io uſurped on them, 

Thar AR aboliſherh all forreign Juriſdiction Spiricua! or Erclefraſtical within this Realm, and 
Enads, That ſuch Juriſdi&ion, Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtica!, as by any Spiritual or Ecclefiaſtical 
Power or Authority had heretofore been, or lawfully might be exerciſed or uſed for the Vifſieari- 
on of the Eccleſiaſtical Stat? and P:1ſons, and for Reformarion under, and corre&ion of the ſame, 
and of all manner of Errors, Hereſres, Schiſms, Abuſes, Offences, conremprs and cenormiries, ſhould 
for ever by authority of that Parliament be unired and annexcd to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm. I ſhall ſtill forbear ro mention that arrogancy of granring Indulgences to reach to Frey. 
risy, to pardon Sin, at which every ſober Chriſtian may grieve, and will readily agree it nor to 
omg ptr ed, bur that the atiſed here, rhe of Indulg 

will it be d , but thar r 1 , the granting of I ence to whom- 
ſoever he leaſed, and in any enable wharſvever, and as the Law was then taken and 
ſubmirred unto, he was held [awfully ro exerciſe thar Juriſdiction. | 

If it were ſo, then the ſame Juriſdigion, and right of Indulgence, fo exerciſed by the Pope, 
is now by this A/7 annexed and unired ro the Crown, and the King poſlelſed and re-inveſted in 
his ancient Right, and the ſame may be accordingly exerciſed by him. 


And the Power by this AR to order Ervors, Schiſms, 8c. will comprehend the granting of In- 


dulgence, which ſome hold to be the beſt and ſafeſt way to order Errors and Schiſms; and doubr- 
leſs, if there ever were a right of Indulgence excrciſcd 1n this Realm by any /2wf»! power, the ſame 
1s by this AR veſted in the King, : : 

Bur I ſhall thus brietly paſs by others, and come to chat AR of Parliament, which in expreſs terms 
ſeems to allow this Right to be in the King, or gives it to him : And this is the Stature of 25 
H. 8. mn which there 1s this clauſe: 


Thzt the Arch-bithop and. bis Commiſſary, ſhall not grant any other Licence, Diſpenſation, F acl. 
ty, &c. in cauſes wawont, and not accuſtomed to be had at Rome, nor by Aut thereof, noy 
by Prelate of this Realm, until your Gvate, your Heirs or Succeſſors, or your, #7 their Coun- 
cel (bal firft be advirtiz'd therrof, and determine whither ſuch Licences, Diſpenſations, &c. in 
ſuch Caſes urwort, and not accuſtomed to be diſpenſed withall or allowed, ſhall paſs or no. Ang 
if it be detirmined4 by your Grate, your Hiirs or Succeſſors, or your, or their Council, that Diſ- 
penſations, Licenres, or othey writings in any ſuch caſe unwont ſhall yaſi, then the Arch-biſbop or 
bis Conmiſſery, having Licence of- yow Highneſs, your Heirs or Succeſſors, ſor the ſame, by your, 
&r their Bill aſſugned, ſhall diſpenſe with them accordingly. ; 

Prozided that Dilpen(ations, Licenſ's, $c. where the Taxt for expedition at Rome extend.d to 
4 |. 6r ab1vs, ſhall nat br pat in ext:ution till confirmed by the King under the Great Seal. 


And ir ena6s, that where the Arch-biſhop or Guardian of the Spiritualties deny to grant a 
Diſpeni2tion, or Licence, which onght to be granted ; the Chancellour ſhall ſend an Injun&on un- 
der the Great S:4/, commanding it to be granred under a pain, which not being obeyed, and no 
juſt caufe certified why it is not done, the Biſhop or Guardian of the Spiritualries ſhall forfeir ſuch 
Penalries. And the King after due Examinarion, that ſuch Licences, Faculnes or Drpeaſicions 
may be granted without offending the Holy Scriytures, and laws of God, Commi under 
the Grear Seal, to two ſpiritual Prelates or other Perſons to ve named by him, authorize them to 
grant ſuch Licences. : : ; 

And ir gives power to the Ring for the ordering, redreſs and r-formarion of Indulgences for- 
merly obrained at Rom?, and tuch of them as ſhall ſeem good and realonable, for the honour of 
God and the weal of his People, and ſuch order ſhall be o\ſerved. 

This Starnte in plain terms gives the right of granting Tadulgence, 

1. Where rhe cauſe is azwort and —_— {. 

2. Where it is a cauſe of 7mportance, as all will agree the Indulgence now deſired to be. 

3-Upon a D:1yz/ of the Bio»s,who will hardly rake __ them to grant an Indulgence in the matrer. 

In ag rh! Caſes, by the plain words of this AF, the Power and Right of granting ſuch Indul- 
gence 13 clearly in the Kirg, co whom this Stature gives it 1n expreſs words, 1f it were not in him 
by the former A/7:, 07 ( as indeed it x'io is ) by the Com.nou Law of England, 
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OH AP. 
The Anſwer to Objeitions againſt this Right of the King. 


1. F T is obje&ed, That if this Right ſhould be in the King, and 04; 
I he ſhould cxerciſc the ſame , + would be a —_— ahd ow 
in-ouragement of Schiſms.and Diviſions in the Church. 
. To which is anſwered, That the Perſecuting of different Opinions, Aaſws 
is that which cauſeth the Schiſm, not the difſenting in Opmion ; for it 
one bea Non-couformiſt , he troubles nor diſquiets no others by his 
Nonconformity ; if they let him alone, he is fatished. But when he is 
troubled or puniſhed, becauſe he differs in opinion from ſome in Power, 
this cauſcth the Rent or Schiſm in the Church , which otherwiſe 
would be whole the Perfecutors cut off the Diſſenters from them, and = 
are molt ;roperly to be termed the Schiſmatickg. 
But admitting theſe whom the Perſecutors call ſo, to be Schiſma- 
ticks ; yet to indulge them fo, as that they ſhall not be puniſhed, is no 
more to incourage their Opinions, than it is to incourage the wearing, 
of Scarlet, when men arc not puniſhed tor wearing of that, or of any 
other colour. | 
The way to countenance and incourage any thing, except by re- 
wards and perferments, will hardly be found etfectual; the not paniſhing, 
is no reward; and the not puniſning of Non-conformity, will not 
be found ſuch a reward or bait as to countenance and incourage 
Schiſm. 
But admit the Prince upon Emergencies of State, ſhould evidently 
(ce it neceſſary, to countenance or incourage Non-conformiſts, and that 
the ſame would much tend to the preſervation of the Publick peace to 
gran indulgence to them , without which it might be endan- 
cred, 
; If this Right of Indulgence ſhould be denicd him, the duty of com- 
mon preſervation could not be expected from him , the requiſttes 
and powers neceſſary thereunto not being allowed to him. *—”f © 
.- 2, Another Objcdion is, That if the King ſhould exerciſe this Right” OhjeA 
of Indulgence, it would be,a hindrance to that moſt deliratlle thing tn, 


the Church of Chriſt, Vyformity., | 3 [OED 
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Anſw. T6 which is anſwered, That no good Chriſtian but will heartily 

Lord St. pray and endeavour for this awiformity; yet as the Chancellor Bacon 

Albans yotes, Unity and Uniformity are Two things. 

Ely of One of the Fathers obſerves, That Chriſts Coat indeed had no Seam, 

Religion. butthe Churches Veſture was of divers Colours; there may be an Unity, 
though not a ſtrict — 

Plal. 133. It 15 2 good and pleaſant thing to dwell together in Vnity 5 and we 


r. mulſt endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peact, 

Eph. 4. 3- which ſurcly is moſt broken by Perſecution. 

"> There is no way but in the unity of the Faith and kmwledg of the 
Con of God to come unto a perfett man, to the meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 


Matt.18.5. But, Chriſt tells us, That offences muſt come, but Wo 10that man 
by whom the offence cometh. 
Surely,the offence cometh more by him that perſecuteth than by him 
that pardoneth;and to differ from another in opinion,is no more juſtly 
an offence than to differ in countenance ; notwithſtanding which diffe- 
rence in countenance, yet all are of one unity and uniformity as men, 
Philip Nye All Vines,Cedars,cvery Plant,and every Herb,every Beaſt and Bird, are 
of ——_ In Gy = _ beſome difference in i 

it is with gracious * ons a holy Seed , av vin 
gs this Seed remaining in them, their conv Jrios/ for the ſubſtance - 

the ſame, and fo 1s their profeſſion of Religion, notwithſtandin 
ſome Minute differences ( as 1 4 (o Isthem ,) and it is F 
vilibly-«niform and the ſame, as the blind World can diſtinguiſh them 

from other men. 

So alſo in this part of their converſation, their Service of God in his 
Ordinances, if the Inſtitutions of Chriſt , and whatſoever he in his 
Word hath preſcribed as neceſſary means and circumſiances from more 
| wr rules be obſerved,you will havea natural, free and comely unji- 

rmity, and more to the Glory of God,than to have all by External 
injunctions caſt as it were in an artificial Mould ; ſuch a forced Cone 
formity in all Ages hath bcen the occaſion of greateſt differences and 
diſturbances. | | 

The negle& of Scripture Rules which guide and dire& an unifor- 
mity in matters of ſubltance and great confequence ; and by Canons, 
and InjunCtions, and other ways to erect an uniformity in matters of 
doubtful diſpute, and-notof much concernmentiff they were cleared : 
The pretence of Uniformity , and upon that acconnt taking liberty 
to impoſe doubtful Traditions, harh beenin all Ages an Urenki in the 
_ of Church Governours, by. which they have cxcrciſcd greateſt 

yranny. . One 
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One Council decrees , That all Miniſters muſt live ſingle lives for 
Uniformity. Bellarmin diſputes to have the Servicein the ſame Lan- 
guage in all the Popes Dominions for Uniformities ſake : And what 
thing, be it never ſoabſurd, but may be brought into this Liſt ? 

reis an Uniformity arifing from the Virtue of internal Princi- 
ples, as alſo from an external mould or frame ; the one is free and 
natural, the other compelled and forced. 

Uniformity from internal Principles , is an excellency in Nature, 
and in Grace alſo. 

No neceſſary Uniformity for the beauty and good of the Church 
is hindred , but advanced by the King's mn to grant Indul 
gence in Spiritual matters. And ſurely , no Perſcn can be fo pro- 
per and ſo fit a judge to diſcern and determin when this Uniformity 
is moſt beautiful aud moſt to be defired, and how far, and when it is 
-ar preſſed or indulged for the Churches good, as the Prince him- 
af is. 

3- Some will alſo obje&, That it would cauſe diſcontent for the Ohjef. 
King to exerciſe this Right of Indulgence, That thoſe who are for 
Uniformity and Conformity would be diſturbed at it. 

In anſwer to which may be ſaid, That ſurely much more diſcon- Anſw. 
tent will ariſe, and more cauſe be given for it by puniſhing, than by 
pardoning. The one will give too much cauſe, the other gives no juſt 
cauſe of any diſcontent, 

The Wiſdom of the King will more conſider the cauſe of diſcon- 
tent,than the diſcontent it felf,and would himſelf bave moſt cauſe of 
diſcontent,to be denicd fo great and neceflary a Right,and ſo much con- 
ducing to the peace and welfare both of hinaſelf, and alſo of all forts of 
his Subjects, and without which he can hazdly preſerve cither, 

Doubtleſs the beſt way will be to diſcontent as few as may be,eſpeci- 
ally in a time when diſcontents are too rife, and too apt to rife ;z-and 
that will be found the way to content them, which allows them 
their moſt deſired Intereſt in this World, their liberty by this Indul- 


ence. | 
, Thoſe who are puniſhed for what they hold their Right, will be 
too apt and too much provoked to diſcontent, and to efteem it an 
iſſue of Pride more than of Piety, and of Dominecring more than 
of Mcekneſs, to impoſe ,upon our Chriſtian Brethren, And may 
one not be as juſtly diſcontented, becauſe a fair hair'd man is not pu- 
niſhed when himſelf is brown, as becauſe one is not puniſhed for 
diſliking, a Cexemony, with which the impoſer is pleaſed ? 
it will be found undeniable, that —— GED ſuch 
| 2 enters 
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Diſſentcrs will remove diſcontents, unite affeftions, and be ſecurity 
both to Prince and Pcople, 

4. Another Obje&ion is, That if this Right be in the King, and he 
be pleaſed to exerciſe it by granting, Indulgence to thoſe who diſobey 
the Laws, that this will be to countenance diſobedience in this, and 
other matters of the like nature. 

The Law is, that every one ſhall conform to the Ceremonies of the 


Church ; theleDiſſenters will not conform, but diſobey the Law, and 


if they bc indulged herein , they are countenanced in their diſobe- 
dience, and by this Example, others will be incouraged and expect 
indulgence in their diſobedience in other caſes, which. may. prove 
dangerous to Government, 

To this is anſwered , That whether the granting or. denying of 


co) Cicero this indulgence will moſt endanger the Government, is to be lett to 
1 4. de the judgment of the King whois the Supream Governour. 
fin, Ecfi The Swedes call a Governour Styrer Sk/b, the ſicarcr of” a Ship 


in ipla 
Rn1erna® 
rione neg- 
ligentia 
navs eſt 
everſa. 
[27 


the Latin word Gubernator.(* Jand the Greek, x»S4eriTng, have the ſame 
ſignification ;-and if the Steexſman- be not permitted to judg, what 
courſe the Ship ſhall ſteer; it will prove dangerous. 

The Hebrew word Tachan, to order, prepare, to weigh, number 
and preponderacte, refers this to the King, 

Bur I] cannot admit Nonconformiſts to be diſobeycrs of the Law. 
As to inſtance in a particular , The Law faith, That every one ſhall 
come to Church to hear Common-prayer , or elle ſhal! pay ſuch a 

naley : He that pays the Penalty, doth as much obey the Law, as 
nehears the Common-prayer ; the one is agrecable to the Law 
as well as the others cither men muſt hear, or mult pay; thoſe that- 
hear, and thoſe that pay, do cqually obey the Law. 

If then the King indulge thoſe who do not hear, that they ſhall 
not-pay, it is no countenancing of. diſobedicace, becauſe there is no 
diſobedience in the caſe. 

It is only a diſpenting with that puniſhment which is impoſed for 
an offen:e tothe King, which he may pardon; or a rcmitting of that 
peralty or payment which is givento him. 

Every common perſon may do the ſame; ifTen pound be given to a 
man, he may it he pleaſe remit it; and if one recover Money in an 
Action, and.have judgment tor it, he may it he pleaſe forbear ro 
rake the Detendant in exccution, or to levy the damages which the 
Law gives him. 

By the ſamic reaſon the King may pardon the puniſhment, or remit 
the penalty which the Eaw impoſeth upon Nonconformiſts, and yet 
this is no countcnancing, of difobcdience. f 5, It 


_ 
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5. It is further objected, That if this right be allowed in the King, 06je8. 
it would be in his p2wer by the exerciſe of it to repeal Statutes wes 
out the aſſent of his Parliament. 

Several Acts of Parliament ordain conformity; but if the King may 
indulge thoſe who do not conform , he doth in cfect repeal thoſe 
Acts of Parliament, and make them to be of no force as to the Non- 
conformilts. | | | 

'To this ſomewhat mentioned in the laſt Section may in part be Anſp. 
for an Anſwer. | 

The Law enjoyns-conformity, or elſe a penalty ; he that Tubmits 
to the penalty, doth conform to the Law. And when the King in- 
dulgcth particular perſons as to part of theſe Laws, he doth not 
thereby rep-al the Laws, but remit ſome of the Penaltics. - 

To repcal an AG of Parliament 'is wholly. to take it away, and to 
makc'it of no'force z which: our Law faith. muſt be done by the fame 
power that made it, the concurrent aſſent of the King, Lords and 
Commons in Parliament. "ASH 

Bu when the King grants Indulgence to fore Nonconformiſts,: he 
doth not thereby repeal the As of Conformity, which {till continue; 
but only tg ſome particular perfons he remits ſome of the penalty. 

The Law is, that a Traytor ſhall ſuffer death; yet many have cx- 
perience by his Majelties clemency, that it is his righe- (it he pleaſc) 
to indulge and pardon the life of the Traytor. Nevertheleſs none will 
ſay that Rds the King repeals the Law of Treaſon. 

Upon a ſentence of one to be an Herctick, the Law heretofore was 
that a Writ dz Heretico comburendo be taken out, and the Heretick 
to be burned. | | 

Yet none of our Kings have been denicd the Right, and have fre- 
quently practiſed it, to pardon the lives of ſuch ſentenced Hereticks 
as they thought tit to be indulged, and yet thereby the Laws againtt 
Hereticks were not repealed. FX 

By the ſame reaſon the King may pardon and indulge ſome Non- 
conformilts,and remit the Penalties which the Law impoleth on them, 
and yct the Acts for Conformity are not thereby repealed. . 

6. But to come nearer to the great point in queſtion, the main ob-- Ohje8. - 
jection is, That this Right of the King, it it were betore in him,. yet! Stat. 14 
now by his own conſent it is barred and taken. away by the late Act Car-2- 
of this preſent, Paxliament for Uniformity. __ 

If this be ſo,our queltion is determined ; the wiſdom and jud 
of Parliament ought to. bind and conclude all perſons in the King- 
dom, who are partics, and involved in their judgments, and. 0 _ 


to acquieſce therein. 


Coke 5. 
Rep. Ec- 
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And with my particular due ſubmiſſion thereanto, it ſeems to me 
that nothing in this Act doth take away or impeach, but rather con- 
firm this Right of Indulgence in the King, 

One Clauſc in this provides, that the Penalties thereof ſhall 
not extend to the Foreigners, or Aliens of the forcign Reformed 
Churches, allowed, or to be allowed by the King, his Heirs or Suc- 
ceſlors in England. | 

By this Proviſo, the Parliament declares their judgment, That this 
Right was and is fit to be in the King, 

And there occurs to me no reaſon, but that the ſame Right is in 
the _—_ (0 grant the like Indulgence to any other of his Subjects, as 
by this Proviſo is approved to theſe Foreigners, whole poſterity, now 
become Natives, do enjoy it- 

This Right was in the King, either before the Statute of 
Elizabeth, or annexed to the Crown by that Act. And either it was 
in bim before the Statute of 25 H. 8. or is granted to him by that 
CS he King _ 

If any way this Right was once in the King (as unqueſtionably jt 
was) then it cannot be barred, nor taken away from him, without 
expreſs words in ſome ſubſequent At of Parliament. But there are 
no words in the late A& of Uniformity to bar or to take away this 

ight from the King z therefore it remains in him as it was before, 


— — cy 
Tt is true, that the King doth not difpence with a Law, or any 
part of it, whereby particular Intereſts are concerned, as to thoſe 
particular Intereſts. 

Therefore that part of this A& which giveth a Right of Preſen- 


tation to particular Patrons, upon the Nonconformity, is not to be 
diſpenſed with. But as to the Penaltics of this A&, and of thoſe 


. other Acts to which it relates , and which are reformation of man- 


By the fame reaſon, the King hath a right to pardon or indulge 
the Penalties and execution of theſe Acts in which i 


m 
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be in the King, and which clearly was in him-before the making of 
this Statate, 
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CHAP. VII, 
Obſervations upon Examples of Perſecution, 


me is 2 word taken from the Latin, Peequor 5 which 
{ignihes to follow to the extremity ; and denotes the exe- 
cution of R and flaughter. 

That the of Indulgence , and the evil of Perfecutions my 
the better appear, fome obſervations upon a few, of very many Ex- 
amples thereof in the Holy Story are here inferted ; and to begin 
with theſe of Perſecution. 

It is obſerved, that for the moſt part ungodly men excited by 

ide and envy, have perſecuted the godly. So it was in the firſt 
Perſecution m the World, when the elder Son of Adam perſecuted 
his Brother Abel. 

Cain was an ungodly man, for unto him and to his offering the' Gen. 4 5. 
Lord had not reſpe&t ; but A4bet was a godly man, for he brought 
of the firſtlings of his flock , and of the fat thereof, and the Lord Gen.4.4. 
had- reſpe& unto Abel and to his offering ; becauſe Abel and his of- 
fering had reſpe&t from God, therefore was his Brother very wroth, pitop 
and Abel for his Religion 3 ſuch was the pride and envy Hal Con- 
of his heart, upon which the Ingenious Biſhop of Ex thus con- —_ 
templates : ; - 

What then was the occaſion of this capital malice ? AbePs Sacti- <4" 
fice is accepted, what was this to Cain? Cains is rej : What 
could Abel remedy .this? Ot envy ! the corroſive of all ilt minds,and 
the root of all deſperate ations ! The fame caufe that moved Satan 
to-tempt the firſt man to deſtroy himſelf and his poſterity, the ſame 
moved the ſecond man to deſtroy the third. wh | 

It thould: have been Can's joy to fee his Brother: accepted : Tt 
ſhould have becn his ſorrow to ſee that himſelf had' deſerved' a 
Gion.. His Brother's example ſhould have excited and direfted han 
_ Abel have ſtayed God's fire 9 — > Or ſhould he 
if he could, ; God's acceptatibn. , diſpleaſe h er,-t 
content a B > Was Cir ever the father Bands 


Maker, to 
clſing, be- 
cauſe his Brother obtained mercy ? How proud and fooliſh _ 4 
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lice ,. which-grows thus -mad for no other caufe, . but becauſe God 


or Abel is not leſs Good ? It hath been an old and happy danger to 
be holy. 

This hath commonly been the ground of Perſecution, mens picty 
begets envy, and envy raiſeth perſecution from proud and ungodly 
men, who having the world at .-will,. becauſe others are more ac- 
ceptable to God than themſelves, therefore they in pride and envy, 
pcrſecute them as Czin here did his Brother Abel. +, 

If there be an evil heart,” there will be an evil eye 3 and if both 
theſe, there will be an evil hand. 

C.zin perſecuted and murthered his Brother Abel tor his Religion : 
How early (faith our Bithop) did Martyrdom come into the World ? 
The firſt man that dicd, dicd for Religion. Who. dare meaſure 
Gods love by outward events , when he ſees wicked Cain ſtanding 
over bleeding, Abel, whoſe Sacritice was thirſt accepted, and now 
himſelf is Sacriticed ? | 

Dcath was denounced to man as a curſe, yet bchold it firſt lights 
upon a Saint. How ſoon was it altered by the mercy of that juſt 
hand which inflicted it ? | 

If death had been evil, and life good, Cain had been lain, and 
Abel had ſucvived : Now that it begins with him that God loves, 
Oh death mbere is thy ſting ? | 

This may comfort godly men m_ under Perſecution;and though 
it ſhould rcach to death, yet it would be their happineſs. 

And for the condition of their Perſecutors, it will be like that of 
Cain, who bccauſe he perſecuted his Brother, was caſt out from the 


* protection of God. He that feared not to kill his Brother, fears now 


that whoſoever mcets him, will kill him ; the troubled conſcience 


projcdteth fearful things, and fin makes even cruel men cowardly, 


God ſaw it was too much favour for Cain to die, he ſhall live, 
but for a: curſe, banithed from God, carrying his Hell in his boſom, 
and the brand of Gods vengcance in his forchead. 

God rejected cthim, the Earth repines at him, men' abhor him, 
himſelf now witheth that death which he fearcd, and no man darcs 
pleaſure him with a murder. 

How bitter is the end of him, yea without end. ſtill Cain finds that 
he killed! himſelf moxe than his Brother ; and in time all Perſecutors 
will find that they have perſecuted themſelves more than their dif 
ſenting Brethren + - 6 8. 

2. The next Perſecution which I ſhall mention, is that of Pharaob' 
perſecuting the Iſraelites, -and_this was upon a Ground of Spiritual 
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matters, The meſſage which God ſent by Moſes unto Pharzoh was for 

an Indulgence in Spiritual matters. Let us go we beſcech thee three days Ex04.3.18 

journ'y into the Wilderneſs, that we may ſacrifice unto the Lord our God ; 

and let my ſon ga that he may ſerve me. Exod. 4.3 
When Moſes and Aaron had delivered their Meſſage to Pharaoh,and 

prayed his Indulgence to the Iſraelites to go ns ſacrifice to the : 

Lord ; the Tyrant perſecuteth them the more, and ſays, Te are idle, **%% 53: 


ye are idle, therefore ye ſay let us go-and do ſacrifice to the Lord. Go and pygq 5. 


, no ſtraw ſhall be pi ſhall ye deliver the tale icks. 
"Then - ce Rive Dn bes Mk and Moſes a Su» F208 Exod. 7. 
the Kings Indulgence, Let o that t erve me. But 20. 
| why” DF is hardned, xd fwd are Ars, Lan him a lit- Exod. 8: 
tle relent, Intreat the Lord that he —_—_— away the Frogs, and I will Vet'n | 
let the people go that they may ſacrifice. The Frogs being taken away, * * 
the Tyrants heart is again hardned, He will not let the people ſerve the 
Lord. Then Lice are ſent ; and before every new Pla leave is 
defired for the people to go and ſerve their God, but Pharaob would 


. not grant this Indulgence, as ſoon as the "_ was removed his 
the 


heart was hardened, and he would not let Iſraelites (erve the 
Lord their God. 

But upon the death of their firſt-born the King and his Servants Exod. 12. 
are willing, Go and ſerve the Lord as ye have ſaid. 31. 


No ſooner are they gone, and the Plagues ceaſed, but Pharoah re- 
ſolves to recall them, and to continue his Perſecution of them; but 
therein the Judgment of God appeared againſt Perſecutors, and his 
zeal for his people to have this Indulgence boy ctegng the deny- 
ers of it, Pharaoh and all his hoſt periſhed in the Red Sea. 
3+ The next Perſecution which was intended only, was that of Efth. 3. 5, 
Haman againſt the Fews. Such was his pride, becauſe Mordecai the 6. 
ew did not bow to him, and do him reverence, that he thought 
corn to lay hands on Mordecai alone, but thought to deſtroy all the 
Fews. And his pretence for this Perſecution was by ſuggeſting to 
the King Abaſnerus, That there is a certain people in all the Provinces, and 
their Laws (that is the Laws of their Religion) are divers from all peo- ggy, , g. 
ple ; they were Difſſenters, neither keep they the Kings Laws, they 
were abſolutely Nonconformiſts, and therefore he concludes and 
counſels the King, It is not for the Kings profit to ſuffer them. The 
King himſclf was contented to indulge them, but this great Favou- 
rite out of pride, and hjs malice to Mordecai, and for his ſake to all 
the Jews, perſwades the King thus, IF it pleaſe the King let it be 
written, that they may be deſtroyed. un King hearkens to _— 
vice, 
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advice, and a Decrce is ſent out to. perſecute all the Jews to their 
utter deſtruſtion ; but afterwards through Divine mercy, by the 
means of Queen Either and Mordecai miraculouſly prevented, And 
altho here was only a delign and intention of perlecuting Gods 
ple, and not put in aQtion, yet ſuch was the jealoulie and wrath of 
£6 ->« God againlt the Encmies of his people, that the chief contrivers of 
725 this Pukcution, Haman and his i - were hanged on the Gallows, 
and near cighty thouſand of the Perſccutors flain by thoſe whoſe 
ruin they deligned. And the King commanded by his Letters, That 
Hamai's wicked deviſe which he deviſcd againſt the Fews ſhould rc- 
turn upon his own head, which may tcrrite all malicious or impi- 
ous men from prong 6 their Brethren. 
4+ The Perſecution which Nelnchadnezzar made may likewiſe af- 
ford us an obſcrvation : | 
Dan. 3.1, The King made an Image of Gold, and had a ſolemn Dedication 
4 5-6- of it, and a Decree was made and proclaimed, That all people when 
they heard the Muſick ſhould fall down and worſhip the Golden 
_ —_—_ Nebnchadnezzar the King had ſet up. Then this Decree 
and Law of Conformity highly impoleth on the Conſciences of all 
his Subjects, and that upon a molt ſevere and capital puniſhment ; 
Dan. 3. 6- Whoſo falleth not down and | ſhall the ſame hour be caſt into the 
midſt of a burning fiery furnace. — 
few godly Jews, and againſt them ſome envious pick-thank 
complained to the King, and accaſed Shadrach, Meſpach, and Abed- 
zego, that they would not conform, and deligned to perſecute them 
to their deſtruction, 
— Ayn informed the King, _— (#] —_— =y 7 mg 
4 erve at nor worſhip the Golden Image which t et 
Ne Table rage and fury commanded them ws 
brought before him, and examined them, who ſtoutly profeſſed their 
mg and conhdence in God. 
the King commanded that they ſhould heat the fiernace one ſeven times 
more than it was wont to be heat, and theſe men were caſt into the midit of 


the burning fiery furnace. 
But to fe altoniſhment of the _ and all the Perſecutors, they 
were delivered ; and the King blefſcd the God of Heaven, Bleſſed be 


Dan, 3.28, the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, who bath ſent bis Angel, and 


delivered bis ſervants that truſted in bim, and have changed the Kings word, 
and yielded their bodies, that they might not ſerve nor worſhip any God, ex- 
cept their own God.. 


C24 
The King and the Perſecutors were convinced, and a Decree was 
made, that none ſhould ſpeak amiſs of the God of Shadrach,Meſhach, 


and =—_ | 
Of this King it is ſaid, YYhen his heart was lifted up, and bis mind 
hardned in pride, he was depoſed from bis Kingly Throne, and they took, bis Dan. 5.20 
glory from him, and be was driven from the ſons of men, and bis heart was 21. 
made like the beaſts, and his dwelling was with the wild aſſes, they fed bim 
with graſs like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till be 
knew that the moſt high God ruled in the Kingdoms of men, and that he ap- 
pointeth over it whomſoever he will, : 
5. In the time of King Darixs there were envious Perſecutors of _ 
ly Daniel, who ſought occalion againſt him concerning the King- $22 $45 
om, but they could tind none occation or fault. | 
They would fain have removed him from his Prefcrments to have 
made way for themſelves, and when they could find no default in 
him as to his Civil imployments, foraſmuch as he was faithful ( as 
ap my ne = _— My _ any error or faalt found 
in him; Then the Perſecutors ſaid, We ſhall not find any occaſion agai 
{ uy m7 97> Sh 


this Daniel, we find it againſt him concerning 
ferry t to ntrap him; endwqnaike the Wha That 
all the Preſidents, Pri Governours, Councellors, Cap- 


tains, a great publick Councel had conſulted together to eſtabliſh a 
Royal Statute, and to make a firm Decree, That whoſoever ſhall ack, a 
Petition of any God or man for thirty days, ſave of thee, 0 King, be ſhall be 
caft into the den of Lions, and they prevailed with the King to ſign the 

Then Daniel when he knew that the Writing was ſigned, he went 
into his houſe, and his windows being open in his Chamber to» 
wards Fermſalem, he would avow his proteſſion and worſhip , not 
withſtanding the Law to the contrary 3 he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as 
he did aforetime. 

This provoked the Perſecutors, they inform the King of it, who 
was willing to ſave Daniel, but they intiſted on the Law of the Megdes 
and Perſians which altereth not. Hereupon Daniel was caſt into the 
Lions Den, but his God preſerved him, and he was taken forth a- 
gain the next day,but the Perſecutors, and cheir Wives and Children 
were caſt into the Lions Den ; and the Lions had the maſtery of 
them, and broke all their bones in pieces, or cyer they came at the 
bottom of the Den, 
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6. We may come to the higheſt of Perſccutions to that of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 

His perſecution began betimes , ſhortly after he was born, and 
continucd till his Dcath, and will continue againſt his Membcrs, till 

Matr.2-12, BS coming again in Glory. 
= +13 Herodes Aſcalonita ſought the ywng Ch1d to deſire him, and when be 
ſaw that he was mocked of the Wiſemen, he was exceeding wrath, and ſent 
forth and ſlew all the Children that were in Bcthlebem , and in all the coaſts 


® thereof, from Two years old and under, according the the time be had dil'= 
gent] ® ro the Wiſemen. : 

This loody perſecutor (as Joſephus relates) was ſeverely puniſhed 

HO by God for his barbarous perſecution of our Saviour, and of theſe ir - 


L 17. c. 7. Nocent and young Martyrs. My _ 
& 1. 19. 9. The grand Perſecutor Satan tempted the Lord of Life in the Wil- 
De Bello derneſs, when he faſted Forty days, and Forty nights, 
Judaic. © Aﬀeer the Miracles which hc had wrought, it is ſaid, that then the 
-— 442 _— went out and held a Councel againſt him, how they mighr 
4. deſtroy him. 
Mart.1 214. y : ; 
Matt. 22. Then they conſulted how they might intangle him. 
I5. A "os _ x by. Prieſts, Scribes and Elders con- 
Mart.26.3. ſulted, that they might take Jeſus by ſubtilty and kill him ; and to 
4 5947+ this end, all the Councel ſought falſe Witneſs againſt him, to put 
him to death. 
His own Servant betrays him, the Multitude with Swords and 
Staves from the chief Priclts and Elders of the People, apprehend him 
Matt. 26, and lead him to the Councel , who pronounce their Sentence againlt 
66.67. him; He is guilty of death , then they ſpit in his Face , buffet him 
and (mite him. | 
After all this they ill take councel againſt him to put him to 
death, they bound him and led him away, and delivered him to 
Pontius Pilate the Governour, who when the Rabblec cricd out, Cru- 
Me. 9 Citic him, releaſed Barrabas, and ſcourged Jeſus, and delivered him 
28, 29.36, © be crucihed z but of all others, the Soldicrs uſed him moſt ſpitc- 
34 fully; they mocked him, put a Crown of Thorns upon his Hcad, 
ſpit upon him, ſmote him, and led him away to crucihe him. They 
Jo. 19-34 pave him Vinegar todrink mingled with Gall, and pierced his ſide 
with a Spear after he was dead. 
Thus was our bleſſed Redeemer rewarded by men, for all the 
good he did for them, they perſecuted him to death, who bronghe 
them Eternal life and glory. 


But 
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- But it were preſumption to ſpeak of that glorious Paſſion, and all 
the Perſecution of the Lord of Life in this (mall Treatiſe, and by fo 
weak a hand, which the Pen of the Holy Ghoſt hath deſcribed. Tg? 

We may only Obſerve of his Perfecntors, that Judas hanged him- "_—— ' 
ſelf, Pilate and moſt of the Councel that condemned him, were ( 25 pyrropius 
Emtropexs and others afhrm Jafflited with many and ſharp miſerics in x. 9, 
thls life and with violent deaths, bclides their pun'ſhment in the lite 
to come, 

For the People of the Fews, our perſecuted Prince, foretold what 
ſhould become of them for their perſecutions. 

T ſend unto you Prophets, and Wiſemen, and Scribes ; and ſonge of them fs 
Je ſhall kill pa e, and ſome of them ye ſhall ſeourge in yur Synagogues . -. s. 
and perſecute them from City to City. 2 

- = follows the molt fearful of all Judgments. 

upon come all the Righteous blood ſhed upon 1be Earth, from 
the Mood f Koghteos, Able, to the libod of Zacharias. 4 4 

Behold your Houſe is left unto you deſolate : The Eccleſiaſtical tory 
ſets forth the full accompliſhment of this-Prophecy , the Gd cala- OR 
mities which befel the Jews in the Siege of Jenelon, and the taking —— 
and demoliſhing of it, and of the ſtately Temple, whereof nothing gchotaft, + 
was left but heaps upon heaps, and all buried in Ruine, &c. 

The People carried away Captives, loſt their Native Country, 
diſperſed over the face of the Earth, and belides the unexpretſible 

iſeries inflicted by Divine Juſtice on that Generation ; it reacheth 
alſo to all their Poſterity, who ever fince have been wanderers up and 
down the Earth, and ſojourners in ſtrange Lands, and have had no 
Cityor fixed Habitation to dwell in. 

7. The example and courſe of the Maſter was followed by his 
Diſciples that knew him in thoſe times, and will be chearfully ſubs. 
mitted unto, ( if God ſhall require it )) by all ſuch who in our time 
ſhall be acquainted with the Lord Jeſus, to ſuffer with patience and 
joy, the Perſecutions which the Enemies of Chriſt inflict upon 
ua” of whereof our Saviours —_ Was Galt be Mane. 2 

ſhall deliver you up to be affli ſhall kill you, and ye- ſhall . 24s 
bated of all -urnaly iy philny and then Ss be offended , 9:"* _- 
and ſhall betray one another, and ſhall hate one another : But bethat ſhall en--. 
dure tothe end, ſhall be ſaved. TOOL! 0 

That this was fulhlled in the Perſecution of the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
appears too evidently in the Ecclefiaſtical ſtory, and the particulars 
thereof are too many to be inſerted in this ſhort Treatiſe z they may . 
at large and with ſorrow be peruſcd in their Authors, 4 - 

obn 
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obn the Baptiſt for diſpleaſmng Herodes Antipas in his Doftrine and 
AE rm about his Brother Phils s Wite we ts and after- 
Euſeb. L2, Wards in a kind of frolick beheaded by him. 
C. 4. 
" Antiq. demned to perpetual baniſhment. | 
1.8. c.9. Saul was himſelf a great perſecutor of the People of God, he was 
AQs 8.1. conſenting to the death of Stephen; and there was a great perſecution 
3: " againſt the Church; As for Saul he made havock, of the Church, en- 
— a haling men and Women committed thems to 
Priſon. 


&ARts9.1, And breathing out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of 
2, 


the Lord, went wnto bigh Prieft and deſired of him Lettcrs to Damaſcus to 
the Synagogues, that if be found any of this way ( Nonconformilt) whether 
they were men or women, be might hring them bound to Feruſalem. 

This herce perſecutor was miraculouſly convinced of his fin ( as 
all perſecutors one day will be ) and he became himſelf a perſecuted 
Dilciple of Chrilt Jcſus. | 


"2 Tim. 4. Nero, whom he calls the Lyon, and who was a herce perfecutor of 


17. him (as Extropixs relates) was ſentenced by the Senate to whipped to 
—_— —_ which although he eſcaped, yet afterwards he flew him- 
elt. 
Atts.i2.1, Herodes Agrippa ſtretched for bis hands 0 vex certain of the Church, and 
2. be killed Fames the Brother of with the Sword; this perſecutor alſo 
periſhed by an horrible dea Py 
Dmitian the preſecutor of Fobn the Evangeliſt, was flain in his Bed 


"of by his own ſervants , his Wite conſenting to it, and his Carkaſs 


Sueronius, thrown into the Street by order of the Scnate. 
Eurropiux Throughout almoſt the whole Book of the Acts of the Apoſtles 
are ſtories of the perſecution of Chriſts Diſciples. 

I confine my ſelf to thoſe Examples which occur in the Holy ſtory, 
nor can I mention but ſome of them, and mult refer thoſe who defire 
to look more particularly into this mattcr to the Ecclefiaftical ſtory, 
where they will tind ſtories of that horror and bitterneſs of perſecution 
_ the People of God, and thoſe who profeſſed the Name of 

i Jefus, that would melt a Pious heart, and thoſe horrible judg- 
ments of God againſt the perſecutors of his Servants, that may fore- 
warn all perſecutorswhatſoever from the wicked ways of perſecution, 
and deter them from impoſing upon men any thing contrary to that 
freedom of Conſcience, which is due to all that proteſs the Faith of 
Chriſt; and whoſoever by perſecution ſhall ſeek to take it from them, 
= enſnare themſelves in miſery probably here, ——_— = 

cr, . 


This Herod ( as Ewſebins and others teltiftie ) was afterwards con» + 


0 — _ _ 
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8. This Ch may be concluded with ſome few further Obſcr- 
vations upon the Rxamplzs before remembred from the holy Scrip- 
cure, | 

By all which _ evidently , that in all "times, and in all 

aces, the People and Servants of God have been under ſevere per- 
ecutions ; but what hath becu-the cnd and iſſue thereof? Eternal joy 
and comfort, | | | 

I know the Objection is obvious., that the Examples before re- 
membred, and divers others which may occur, are not applicable 
to the ſubje& matter of our preſent Diſcourſe; they are of tions 
of the People of Gud, and of Chriſtians by Heathens, and by the 
Fews, who believed not that the Meiſias was come: but the matter 
now. in Diſcourſe is of injoyning conformity 'in Sectaries and Schiſ- 
maticks, by the lawful Power and Authority of the Rulers of the 
Church of Chriſt, and therefore theſe Examples come not tothis 
marter. | 

But if a diſſenting Brother do judg or doubt, that what is i 
{ed on his Conſcience, is contrary to the will of God 3 He holds 
himſetf cqually obliged not to conform thereunto, as the Ancient 
Primitive Chriſtians, -or the Fews held themſelves-bound not to con- 
form to the Impoſitions af Emperors, Governours, in mat- 
ters Spiritual. 

And they do obſerve, that if God ſhewed ſo great diſpleaſure for 
thoſe Impolitions of the Heathen upon his People 4 That, ſurely he 


will be as much diſpleaſed at the Impolitions of Chriſtians upon Chri- - 


ftians, and of Proteſtants upon Proteſtants, in Spiritual Matters, and 
 — tr not Fundamental, and where the publick Peace is not 
It may be further obſerved, that in all Examples of Perſecution, 


the Power and Authority of the King or Monarch, was made uſe of ; 
and by the ſame Reaſon and Authority, his Power and Right of In- 


dulgence may be exerciſed. 
The Oblervation of powring out of the Wrath and Vengeance of 


God upon the Perſecutors of his People, hath been before in part . 


noted, and may be found thr the Stories of thote Paſſages. - 

And it-is a greater breach of Charity and Chriſtian Duty, tor a 
+ than for an Unbeliever to perſecute a Servant of 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


9, This Seftion and Chapter may be concluded with a Contem-- 
lation of the Comfort of Perſecution. It was the condition of the 


ly Apoſile Pax, and will be the Condition of all faithful NR" 
0 


= 
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* . 


: Cor$.4, of Chrift.; to be in mud Patience in Aﬀfictions, in Neceffities, in 
5, 3, 9,10. Stripes, in Impriſonments;-in Tumults, in-Labours,” in Watchi 


in Fatiings, by Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Re. 
ports, as Deceivers, and yet True z as Unknown, and yet Well- 
known; as Dying, and behold we Live; as Chaſtened, and not 
Killed 3 as Sorrowful, and yet always rejoycing3 as Poor, yct 
making many Rich; as having nothing, and yet poſſelling, all 
Things. 

Our Mafter Chriſt Jeſus, being Lord of all, yet was'plcaſed to in- 
dure the greateſt Perſecution for our Sakes; ſhall not we then be 
willing to indure ſhort Perſecutions for his Sake, and the Goſpels? 


" Theſe Perſecutions will be Comforts and Bleſſings to all that faint 


not, but perſevere in Righteouſneſs to the end. 
The Dilcourſe of Biſhop Hall, is heavenly on this Subje&. 
The Bone that was disjointed, cannot be ſet right without Pain 


* no Potion tan cure us, if it work not; it works not, unleſs it make us 


Sick z we are contented with the Sickneſs, which is the way to Health ; 
we are afflicted, not overpreſſed ; needy, not deſperate perſecuted, 
not forſaken; caſt down, but periſh not. 

Fear not, theſe Stripes are the Tokens of his Love; he is no Son 
that is not beaten, yea, till he Smart and Cry, if not till he Bleed. 
No Parent corre&s anothers Child, and he is no good Parent that 
corrects not his own. 

What we loſt in our height, we recover in our Miſery, a confor- 
mity to the Image of the Son of God. He that is not like his elder 
Brother, ſhall never be Co-heir with him. Lo, his Side, Temples, 
Hands, Feet, all bleeding ; his Face blubber'd, ghaſhly, and ſpit on ; 
his Skin all pearled with a bloody Sweat, his Head drooping, his 
Soul heavy to the Death. | 
- No man can follow Chriſt without his Croſs , much leſs reach 
him; and if none ſhall reign with Chriſt, but thoſe that ſuffer with 
him ; what ſhall become ot thoſe jolly Ones of this World? 

Go now, thou dainty Worldling, and pleaſe thy {lf in thy hap- 
pineſs; Laugh always, and be ever applauded it is awoful Felicity 
that thou ſhalt tind in ſition to o Redeemer. 

te hath (aid , Bleſſed are ye that weep; who can believe this, 
and not rejoyce in his own heart? Why blefſed? For ye ſhall laugh. 

Bchold we ſhall weep on Earth, ſhall laugh in Heaven we that 
now weep with Men, ſhall laugh with Angels ; we that weep for a 


 Jine, (hall laugh for Ever, 


Who 


| 
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Who would not be content to defer his Joy alittle, that it may be 

Perpetual and Infinitc? 
" In Heaven you ſhall ſee no more Palms than Crofles ; you ſhall 
ſee none crowned, but thoſe that have wreſtled with Crofles and 
Sorrows, to Sweat, yea, to Blood, and have overcome ; and ovcr- 
coming, ye ſhall be crowned. - 

A reward truly great, a Crown for a few Groans; an Eternal 
\Crown of Life and Glory, for a ſhort and momentary in 

How jult is St. Paws account, That the Afflitions of this preſent Life, 
are not worthy of the Glory which ſhall be ſhewe4 unto us. 

What ſay you, Would you not be afflicted? Would 'you not be 
'perſecuted? Whether had you rather mourn for a while, or for 
ever? One muſt be choſen. Whether had you rather rcjoyce-for 
one fit, or always? you would do both. Pardon me, it-is a fond 
Covetoulſneſs, and idle — what, that you alone may fare 
better than all Gods Saints! God ſhould make that way ſmooth 
to you, which all the Patriarchs, Evangeliſts, Confeſſors, 
Chrift himſelf, have found rugged and bloody ! 

A way with this Self-love, and come down you ambitious Sons 
of Zebedee, and ere you think of fitting near the be content 
to be called to the Cup. Now is your , let your Saviour (ce 
how much of his bitter Potion you can pledg, then ſhall ye ſee haw 
much of his Glory he can afford ; be content to drink of his Vine- 
gar and Gall, and ye ſhall-drink new Wine with him in his King- 

om. 


The ſhorteſt Perſecution thou canſt undergo for the Satisfattion of 


thine own Conſcience, for the Truth of Chriſt, will provethe greateſt 
Bteſfing and Comfort to thy Soul. 


F ——_—_— dw as "Y th 4 A "_— 


CHAP. IX. 
Obſervations upon Examples of Indulgence tn Spiritual 


ers. 


EN chi Argument, = / w a = frotn before the Flood, 
, that in a to this day , generally Indulgence 
hath been given-in Spiritual Matters, — ing it, ex- 
erciſed by Monarchs ; and we may begin with the Ind which 
Neab had. K Nook 


—}. om pw car ons 
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Gen. 6.9, Noab was a juſt man, and perfett in bis Generations , and Noab walked 
tl, with God, but the carth was corrupt before God, and filled with violence. 
Nah differed as much from the Pcople of the Earth in his Per- 
{waſfion, as could bez yet, even that corrupt Generation indulged 
Nnubþ and his Family to. enjoy the freedom of their Conſcience ; 
2 Per.2.5. and N» himfelt was Preacher of Juſtice, and as a Rbbi (aith, he 
Ra"biEli- preachcd to the old World, and faid, Turn ye trom your ways, and 
ezer,C.22+ from your evil Works. that the Waters come not upon you, and cut 
off the whole Se. d of the Sons of Adam. 
But ſome may objc&, That Nozb was a King, and might give In- 
dulgence to himſelf, and he received none from others, 
It is acknowledged, that Noah was a King botlr bctore and aftcr 
+ the Flood; and ot the ten Kings of the Chaldeans, who reigncd bc- 
forc the Flood, the haſt .is reckoned by Cedren and othcrs, to be 
Niſather, who was Nob; and in him ſome of the Greck, Storics con- 
tinue that Ealtera Kingdom of the Chaldeans, through the Flood ; 
and a/hrm that Neay was King about 180 ycars before the Flood, 
and that his Kingdom continued to his Death, and that then he bc- 
- queathed it to his Sem Seth, | 
But I ſhall not make much inquiry into this matter; it he were a 
King, he gave good Example, by ſeeking to convert . his People by 
- preaching, rathcr than by puniſhing of them. 


- the more conliderable, and may be alſo cxcmplary. 
2. The next Indulgence which we mect with in order of time in 
the holy Sto.y, is thx which was cnjoycd by the holy Patriarchs. 
Every Father of a Family, was Prince Prieſt in his Family, 
and ordercd matters of Divine Worſhip as he thought belt ; and we 
read of no Perſccutions among them, 
Ge1.*2.25--- Abraham by the Dircftion ot God, with his Wife, and his Ne- 
5, 6, 7, 8. phew Lot, and all their Family, went from Har. into Canaan, and 


there built an Altar, and called upon the name of the Lord, 


| would nor ne2l.&_ the true Worſhip of God, even amongit thoſe 
4 2.791 Unbclicvers; ncither did” any of them djfurb him, tho his Perſwa- 
1. fon diftered much from theirs in Spiritual Matters; but he was in- 
;« d4ulged therein, both while he was there, and when he was in Ezypr, 


Br ith, end in his return to Canume 


I © WW ÞB 
By . 


ka aPa- Afﬀeer * Lot partcd from him, he was not only indulged in wicked | 


; _ 4 $6. $14, » but preferred by them to be Chict Juſtice ia the City, as their 


xq7 £obmnsand other Authors, and the Original it ſelf in this Signitication 
x37 _ Ot tc Words aufed in this Chapter, do teliitic. Abrabam 


oo 


If he were not a King, then was the Indulgence that he enjoyed. 


And tho the Canzanite was then in the Land; yct God!y Ab#abam . 
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Abrabzm was alſo indulged by the King of Gerar, ,thorhe thought Gen. 20, 
ſurely the fear of God is not in this place. | | : Uh 

Iſzzc injoyed his Freedom with a ſucceeding, Abimelech, King of 
Gerar, who faith, We have not touched thee, we have done unto thee nothing Gen. 26. 
but good, and have ſent thee away in peace, Even Philiſtines indulged 29, 23. 
this Szrvant of God, and amongſt them he built an Altar, -and wor- 
ſhipped/his God without difiurbance. E465 | 

acob payed his. Devotions at Bethel, and had liis Liberty and In- 

dulgence in Lbans Houſey fron; whoſe perſwation in Spiritual Mat- 
ters, he much differed. | 

In his return from thence, in the Land of Canaan, he purchaſed a Gen. 33. 


Field, and built an Altar, and was indulged by Hamor the Hivite, 18,19, 20. 


Prince of the Country. He enjoycd the like Freedom at Bethel, and in 


after he went down thither ;both he and all his Family enjoyed G2: 35-5: 


ae in Spiritual Matters, and were not diſturbed tor many 
years, ; 
Hereupon it may be obſerved, That this Indulgence was given by 
Kings, and allowed to the Servants of God, even by Philiſtines ; 
much more may the like be expected from Proteſtants, to their Bre- 
thren, | _ p<? "& 

The next Indulgence that we meet with in time the holy Story, was 
y—_— by Pharoah King of Egypt, to the Iſraelites, ds 

Lord was with Joſeph,and he was a proſperous man 

tian his Maſter , not Jorg gave him Hy {woes of his Conſcience, oy 39. 
but preferred him to be Overſeer of his Houſe, and his godly Diſpo- * 
ſition appeared in his Carriage to his Miſtreſs. ; 

After he had interpretd Pharaohs Dream, tho he much differed in 
his perſwalion in Spiritual Matters from the Egyptians 3 yet the King 
ſeeing his Wiſdom and Spirit, made bim ruler of the Land, and to rid, 
in the ſecond Chariot, - and they cried before him , Bow the Knee. The He- _ 47. 
brew word ,, for which Abrech ſignities , Father of the tender King, S<Yt% 
or the tender Father of the King, which was the higheſt Title and Chaldees 
Honour whereof a Subject was capable among them, and the higheſt of Onke- 
truſt t}:at could be under the King, was conterred on Joſeph, tho he les and 


, Knathan 
was a Nonconformilt. Hieroſol. 


* And the difference of Perſwaſion in Spiritual Matters, between T,r,um, 
the Hebrews and the Egygsians, was ſuch, That, they would .not cat 
together, as appcars in thg Entertainment which Joſeph made for his 
Brethren, When th:y ſc on bread for him by bemſelf',, and for' them by. Ge, ,, 
themſcltes, aud. for the Egyptians by themſclves, becauſe the Egpytians might 52. 


nat ect bread with the Hcbrows , for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. -. * *'- 


K 2 The 
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The reaſon whereof (as Pereris notes) was becauſe the Hebrerys 
in killed the Cattle for their food and facrihce, and cat of them, which 
3 the e Egyptians worſhi as their Gods ; therctore the per{waſion of 
Foſepb, and of his Father Jacob, and of his Brethren, was ſufficiently 
different from that of the Egyptians in Spiritual matters, yet were 
they thercin indulged by Pharanh, and his Succeſſors. And we read 
of no diſturbance of them in thoſe matters until Moſes required of 
Pharaoh an Indulgence for them to go into the Wilderneſs + to facri-. 
=_ to their _ _ the _ g denied, becauſe God = mms 

heart, purpoſed to c Own power, 2 mercy 
to his people, in delivering them from bondage ; and what was the 
ifſue w_ the denial of that Indulgence, is ſer forth by Myſes in his 
Story it. 

4. This may lead us to a conſideration of what Indulgence was. 
_ by Moſes to the Iſraelites themlelves, being next in oxder of 


Ie is agreed by all Anchors, that Moſes had Supreme Spiritual Ju- 
—_—_— in him, as his judgments in Spiritual Oils gheen by in 
A 

But in his jud in _— Caſes, we find none againſt any 
ONes Freedom, of and Opinion, except in m_ of Idolatry, 
erage 1 Y or for 

And in that of Blaſphemy in the caſe of the I/reditih Womans Son 
whoſe Father was an Zgyptian, Moſes would adjudg no puniſhmenc 
of him tilt firſt the mind 'of the Lord might be thewed, who com- 


_ that he ſhould be put to death. 


—_——_— and Strangers came out of with the Iſraelites, 
but we no Pullen of any of cham them Pf dieren different Opinions, 


OS any Spiritual matter, but in the caſes before 
mentioned. 

But it may be objefted, That Moſer was not a Soveraign 
2 could ro iii 1 oer Kings ugh nc 
— tm perhaps was the reaſon that ſuch ters were not 
P 


To which is anſwered, That Moſes was a Soveraign King, as Ab-. 


ſolute as any other Prince, and knew as much of the mind of God as 
ever any King did, did, -which was revealed to him ; and accordingly he 
Exerciſed his Kingly Authority. both in ghis matter of Indulgence, 
and in all other matters. 

That he was King, appears in the expreſs terms of the Text, ' And 


So 


7? 
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So the Hebrew regds it, apd the Chaldee, ; Syriae and Perfick, Verſs. yy 
ons, for Je/hirqn, 46 read Teal). ; 1 7Hga 
So do the Spanigrds, And he was King i in Tree! 
The Germans agree herewith 3 and 2 little before in the $9 PA \ hu 
__ 75; IS _— "as Ci TRY, the ne real, it TO Roy. 
ton of. the fews w , and upon. that” ##,' Greek” ut. 32. 
Ns O14 Expt or ; ,andertnd rael, "Y Imp G 
anflation B. for Feſhurun,hath Iſrael. _ 
Bok Eat briftjang mh ape that where i it is , He was King in = - 
Feſhnerun, Feſbrerun, it is the fa SL ia He was King in 2p; 
Ia. 44.2, 
e Hebrew Authors often call __ , as Moſes onr AM; T was LevisGer- 


King. And Moſes was King. + the lik Expreſſions often! © cur in _ = 


them. f. 245. 
= * 7 
pn hp ines Ned. Bak Foes, c. 6. Sect. 1. 
over Iſrael. - Philode 
| ) ths Meds 
flator, of Fadg, jure regio 
| —_ 


Guberna- 
vit. Nazianzen Orar. 6. 
Selden holds that he was in truth, King or Prince of the 1ſraelits ac- ogg 


' to Divine Inſtitution. 

But this may be cenſured of too much curioſity. I have the rather ; 1.2. p62. 
inſiſted thereon, to ſhew'that he 'who was the meeky# dike (ſun je 4... 4 
TEE CR vn ras become reve 

all Kings to ra, fc 

5. Upon the ſame Ground, I CY greg 
Moſes Succeſſor, who was alſo Us 
ſame au! 
ſented to by 


1s, we will do ; ant] bitberſcevtr? thin rag rey moilg re _ 


es in oll 3, "ſo will 
RT el tt be es ere 7 & 2 Ky 
| with t 
itn rk we popes 
which your Fatborr fas 3, 


his Opinion, bur in his; 
he G 
in 


leaves it to them: If it ſeem tvil untd 
ved that were on #| ue of, the fg, if Chev of ie Gans d 


you this day whom yo voy erve,, whet 


af. eee ene &— WG: Go AATEE A A A teen ed oo 
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whoſe Lind ye dwell, Then he makes and declares -his own profeſſion  - 
'of Religion, But as for me 'and my bauſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 4 
He ſought not to convince the people by ſevere Laws and puniſh- 
ments, but by meek Exhortations and Admoniſhments, reaſoning 
CE 'the matter with thems ;{; + +1 b, Ts a + VT? 
Joſh. 24" If ye f'rſcke the Lords, aud fern, fraige Gods, then be-wil'urn and dn, 
3 * you burt, and confieme ym afier that the hath done yougoad.. + 
Joſh. 24 And the people 'faid,-Nay, but we will ſerve the Lord. And Joſhua 
21,72, 23» ſaid, Te are witneſſes againſt your ſelves that ye bave choſen the Lord to ſerve 
63 him; and they ſai4, We are witneſſes. Now therefore, ſaid he, put away 
the ſtrange. Gods whixh gre auxmg you, and incline your beart uo the Lord 
oops ogra 
So Foſhnz made a Covenant with the people, a ſet them" a Statute and, 
an Ordin.mnce in Shechem. | 
This way of mcekneſs and Indulgence Foſna held the beſt way to 
perſwade the pcople to Conformity, to put away the ſtrange Gods 
\. © 7 which were among them,” and to.incline. their heart unto the Lord 
'* God; and it is an excellent precedent to be followed. £27 
' 6. The next in order-is to comlider of the. Jadulgence which the 
Judges and Kings gave to the people of Iſrael, whereof there is not 
much to be gathered, more than what is before remembred in gene- 
ral, in the tinics of Myſes and Joſhua. 
The timcs whercin there was no King in Tſrael, (that is, no Go- 
- vernour nor Government) when every one did that which ſeemed 
right in his own eyes, relate to Civil as well as Spiritual matters, 
and were rathcr times of Anarchy, than of Indulgence. | : 
But both the Fudges, who were Monarchs, and a kind of Kings ,. 
and the Kings by name, did generally —_ all Perſons in matters 
*piritual, except in caſes of Blaſphcmy, Idolatry, or breach of the 
known Law of God,” - WE 
To write the Particulars of theſe times, would take up too much. 
4. of ours; they are obvious in the Holy Story, which cvcry ſervant of 
: | Ged will take delight to read. 4 ” 
' And throughout all the paſſages of them, it will appzar that they 
wcre indulgent,.to different, walzons in matters, of their Law, 


. \ 


whercin (66,99 Expoſitions, a5, ſome weighty PRs) rm were: 
| many - different |opinions,; whereof there, will be occation to: make: 
| - . fone mention by and by, aud, that. theſe Difſenters, were NOF. Pu; 
, It will likewiſe be. i {t, that all Indulgence iv matters, of this 
| mature proceeded '—_q udges and Kings, who by their CO 
þ thereot 
i" | | 


OO 


a 10h; ——_— a 
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(71 ) 
_ thereof ſhewed that the Right of Indulgence was an them , though 
the Caſes before mentioned were not to be dilpenced with, but by 
ſinning againſt God, and tra poſing (he Law which he had given 
unto his People, and which will not be done by granting an Indul- 
gence now dclired, | 
7. Time will be wanting to inſiſt on theſe, and I muſt omit many 

other examples in the Word of Truth of Indulgence in Spiricual 
- matters, and come to that which may ſerve inſtead of all others : the 
_ unerring great Examp'ar,. our Lord Jeſus, whoſe infinite wonderful 
indulgence and nicrcy to his unworthy Creatures, gives a ſharp re- 
© buke to all perſecuting earthly 2we , and fully inlirudts them to 
give indulgence to thote over whom he hath ſet them. 
Our blcſed Redecmer God Omnipotent, knew the inclinations 
_ and opinions of all mcns hearts and ways, who were. juſt and 
"righteous , who were wicked and ungodly, who ' were ſincere, 
and who were hypocrites; who were faithlul, and who unbelic- 


vers. 


Yet was he graciouſly pleaſed to make no diſtirion, buriadi 2. 1 Tim. 2. 


 edall, both fewand Gentile, juſt and wojuſty righteous and Gnful; Ja, 1, 


elf a Ranſom for all , that whoſoever believes in him 


_ he gave | ; 
| half have remiſſion of Sins, ſhall, not” periſh but have everlaſiing joha 3.15. 


| Life, | Wore 
Our Jeſus who inhabiteth Eternity, liveth for ever, and can do 
whatſoever pleaſeth him, was pleaſed in his great humility and mer- 
| cy to Mankind, - to come down from. Heaven upon the Earth, and 
* to' take our vile Nature _ him. | E | 
- How unfit is it for finful-Duſt and Aſhes, whoſe Breath is in their 
_*Noſtrils, who are but as of yeltcrday, to aſcend the Throne of God, 
* totake his Authority on them, to lit in Judgment upon the Hearts 
and Conſcicnces of Men? * 
The Lord of Life and Glory humbled himſclf, and became obe- 
© dient to death, even the death of the Croſs, that he might thereby 
purchaſe his Enemies cteraal Lite. | * ER 4 
How unanſwerable to this, is it for Powers made of Dirt,and with- 
out Foundations, to condemn their Friends to dcath, that will not be 
- of the ſame judgment with theſe Rulers? pe 
The ſearcher of Hearts allows a freedom to all mens Hearts and 
' Conſciences to ſerve him in ſuch ways as they think moſt agreeable 
 *to his Divine Will. Week 6 wth 


How 


— pbo—_ 


(72) 
How unfit it is for any eartlify Govornours to atteriipt an altera- 
tion of the fraine of the hearts of trien, to compel themto ſerve God 
- in ſuch ways as are molt agreeable tb the will of the Governours, 
and contrary to the Hearts arid Cofiſciences of thoſe whoſe good 
only is concerned. TAN | 
"_ Chrilt 'exhorteth all to Kindneſs and Indulgence, and affirms, 
f 18 3 That he was ſent to heal the broken hearted. How unfit is for his 
1 Vicegerents to wound yet tmore the broken hearted ! He was ſent to 
þ preach deliverance to the Captives; How contrary is it, to pro- 
_ impriſonment or baniſhmene 'to thoſe whom Chriſt hath made 
14 - free? 
He was ſent to recover fight to the Blind ; thoſe who are (ent by 
him, have no Commiſſion to put out the Eyes of thoſe that ſee, to 
i torment and puniſh their Brethren, becauſe they ſee not with their 


Rulers Eycs., @ | 
Chriſt was ſent to ſetatliberty them tharare bruiſed ; and ſurely 
he hath not ſent any of his Officers to bruiſe his Members, and to 
ke So of God th , If the Son may yiu | 
e Son ith , If the Son you free, ye Jhall be 
indeed, How contrary is it for rin Bu fy of: u Zi 
Conſciences of them wider Atthority, whereby they "0bay har 
- freedom which the Son, hath givento all his Servants? 
2 He faith, Te ſhall be free. But theſe impoſers'fay, Ye ſhall not be 
rec. 
Proud Fleſh contradidts "the Spirit ; Man, God; the Creature, his 
__ Creator and Redeemer | 


to others, though differing in ſorne Opitions. 


Cir- 
er of 


As 15. 


4 


; we 
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(73) 


\ - Theh James dedares his Sentence , That we trouble not ther, 


who from among the Gentiles are turned to God : Then he adviſeth, 
and accordingjy.it was agreed :by the whole Church ,: to ſend them 


Meſſengers, and to write Letters by them. 
Fora|mwch as we have beard, that certain which went ont from us, hve 


tronbled tþ wards , ſadrverting. your Souls, ſaying, Ton muſt be cir- 
puny qpatry the Law, to whom we gave no- ſuch Commandment : It 
ſeemed good to us, to ſend choſen men to you, with our beloved Barnabas and 
: For it. ſcaned to tbe. Holy Ghoſt , and to us , to | « no 
greater burden qt; anffay things ,' That ye abſtain fort 
offered to Tdals, and fron Blood, and from things Strangled,, and from 
Farnication ; frons which of you keep your ſelves, ye ſhall do well. Fare ye 

Here is a very high Example of Indulgence , warranted by the 
authority and pg_—_ of he Apoltles and Elders, and of the 
Whole Church, of the Holy Ghoſt likewiſe, to whom it ſeemed 
good not to lay burthens upon the Servants of Chriſt, but in ne- 
cellary ; and it would be found' more agreeable to the mind 
of the Holy Ghoſt to give this Indulgence , than to impoſe unne- 
ceſfary or zous burthens upon our Brethren. | 

The Holy Apoſile Pau! declares this DoQrine from the Holy Spi- 
rit :. One. believes that he may eat all things 5 another who is weak, eateth 
Herbs : Then heexhorteth to this Indulgence. | 
- _ Lt not him. that. eatetb, deſpiſe: him that eateth not, and let not him 
which eateth not, judg, him that eateth. One man efteemeth one day above 
anther, another efteemeth every day alike : let every man be fully perſwaded 
Ne Ole A this thy Brother 7 Or why doſt thou ſe be 

we | TR 

thy Brother } We ſhall all und before the Judgment-Seat of Chrift. Tet 
xs not judg one another any more, but judg this rather, That no man put a 
fimabling , or an occaſion to fall, in his Brothers way. And he that 
doubteth, is damned if he eat, becauſe he eateth not of Faith; for whatſo- 
arr is not of Faith, is Sin. 


We then that are ſtrong,, ought to bear the Infirmities of the weak, gom. I 


aud.na 29 pleaſe onr ſever. Let every one of us pleaſe our Neighbour 
for his —— Editication, which is not done by perſecuting” mens 
Neighbours for their Nonconformity. 

L The 
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1Cor8.:2 The ſame Apollle tells us, When ye fin ſo againſt the Brethren, and 
wand their weak, Conſciences, ye fin againſt Chriſt. . 
And ſurely they do wound Mens weak Conſciences, whorwould 
force them to @ Conformity. 


1 Cor. 10. He faith in another place, Why is my Liberty judged of anothers Con- 
29. _ ſcience? that is, it ought not to be ſo judged, every one ought to 
oe have his Liberty, as the Prophet nk ons ark it, Te bad done right in 

Jr.34.15- procl.uming Liverty, every man to his Nexghbour. 

2Cor.3 17 St. Paul afſerteth, That where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty; 
it followeth, that where a jaſt Liberty is denied, that is by another 
Spirit. 

Eph. 432., He exhorts, Be :ye kind one to another , tender bearted ; which will 
{carce be thought of thoſe, who deny a juſt Indulgence. And let each 

Phil, 2.3. eteem others better than themſelves ; which they do not, who perſecute 
others, bccanlſe they are not. 

Gal. 4.26. Jeruſalem which is above, is freez and we are exhorted to ftand faſt 

and 5. 13- in the Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free; we have been | 
unto Liberty. 

Very many Admonitions and Expreflions of the like Nature of 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, are obvious in the Holy Scripture ; by 
which the Example of thoſe holy and inſpired Servants of Chriſt is 
left unto us; not only warranting, but in effect, injoining a juſt 
Freedom and Indulgence to given to our Fellow-Chriſti- 


ans. f 


Upon the whole matter it ſeems to me (with Submiſſion to better 
Tadgment) very evident, 
at an Indulgence in matters Spiritual, is fit to be granted 
trom the grounds of Polity and Piety. 


To demonſtrate which, I have only in the general colle&ed ſuch 
Grounds as I met with, and time allowed ; whereby it ſeems to me fit 
that ſuch Indulgence be granted. 
Tha the Supream Spiritual Juriſdiction is in Kings and Princes 3 
4 and in Eng/and, in our Kings. 
That as a conſequence thereof, the right of granting Indulgence 
o in Spiritual Matcers, is in his preſent Majeſty. 
Roh I have offered ſome Anſwers to Objections againſt this 
ight. | 


' Laſtly, T have made ſome few Obſervations upon Examples, in the 


| holy Scory, of Perſccution, and of Indulgence in Spiritual Matters. From 
p all which, I may prelume to ſay, That to me (under CorreQtion) it 
we ſeems 


— —_ - — 
_— Oo - + —_ 
:, 


ſeems manifeſt , that our Kin Ae : gence 

= , . 4 . s ath | 

that as it is of Right in our Rive, ſo _—_ - ee —_ _ 

x ary _ rm Flowers of his Crown _ 

that, is right were not in th King 

be much difabled from performing his Office 8; ola OT 

ing —_— —___ nconveniences to the Publick, in preſer- 
6 the-Trade, Wealth, Strength, and Peace of his ingdows, | 

providing for his Owe, and his Subjects Sewity; In doing 

t « 1 -emay will much tend to the Hnowr of God, to the Hoppinee 

and - ys a. and to the general good of 
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